OUR MISSION

We are called to

e Experience God’s love
e Celebrate God’s love
e Share God’s love

OUR VISION

We are a Faith Community
e Alive in Christ

e Open to all

e Growing in faith

e Serving our neighbors
® Active in the world

We're glad you are our guest today!
If you are visiting for the first time, please
stop by the Welcome Center as you exit
the side sanctuary doors so that we may
personally welcome you and present a gift
of love from First Church.

Child care is provided on the second
floor. There is a family room in the right
balcony.

Worship activities for children can be
found on a cart outside the side sanctuary
doors.

LARGE print Bibles and United Methodist
Hymnals are available at the Park Street
entrance.

Hearing assistance devices are available
at the Welcome Center. If you need assis-
tance, please speak with one of the ushers.
Please return hearing devices to the Wel-
come Center following worship.

Today’s service is being recorded. You
can request a free copy from the office. A
basket on the table near the parking lot
entrance has previous Sunday recordings
on CD. You can also access Sunday wor-
ship recordings from our website: http://
www.umc-kzo.org/mp3.asp.

Park Street Perks! All are welcome to
coffee and donuts available near the parking
lot doors from 9:30-10:40 a.m. Please sign
up to help bring donuts, etc. on the board
in the welcoming area. Fair Exchange coffee
is available for purchase at $10 a bag.

Tune into WKZO 590 AM
every Sunday at | 1:10 a.m. for our
LIVE church radio ministry.

April 4, Easter Sunday, will be our last
radio broadcast. If you would like to be on
a mailing list for CD recordings, please
contact Joe Konrad.

LEADING US IN WORSHIP TODAY

Worship Leaders

Rev. Dr. Douglas W. Vernon, Rev. Sandy Elfring, Rev. Julie Dix,
Rev. Julie Kline, Mary Bullock

Minister of Music Organist

Jacqueline Stilger Bernie Foulk

First Singers Director

John Leeger

ASSISTING TODAY

Ushers

Roger Williams (head usher), Miriam Cook, Harriet Swanson,
Doug Paul

Greeters

Susan Turner, Marion Starbuck

Office Welcome Center
Nancy Hyde Kristy Lepley

Van Driver Audio & Lighting

Tom Willson

Martha’s Table Fellowship (4 p.m. @ FCUCC)

Virginia Weller, Jim & Ellen McDonald

The flowers on the altar are dedicated to the Glory of God
and in honor of family members past and present of Maurie
and Jo Anne Nelson.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Annual Youth Auction. Auction ends TODAY at 10:45
a.m., so get your bids in early. The youth will compile the
winning bid information during the 11am worship and have
a “check out” ready today at noon so bidders may pay for
the wonderful items they won! Thank you for your support
of the auction! Your contributions help support Youth Tribe
and ASP missions.

Gordon Bundy

Holy Week. We need several people to help greet at the 7
p-m. Holy Thursday and Good Friday services. Please con-
tact the office if you can help. Thank you!

Body & Soul Class. Join this upcoming class on how to live
a healthier lifestyle. Thursdays, April 8—May 27, 11:30 a.m.-
1 p.m. A class for those who wish to find harmony with
body and soul. Register for the class in the hall on Sundays
or call the church office, 381-6340. They will be using “Health
Yourself: 10 weeks to a healthier lifestyle.”

Java & Jive — Youth Sunday morning classes — April and May
1) Caffeine & Christ. This class explores imaginative retel-
lings of Bible stories. Classes are creatively designed to re-
semble a coffee house experience. On the menu is a Biblical
event, story or Scripture that leads to a “start thinking” ses-
sion and ends with a take home bag. A light hearted ap-
proach to some fresh thinking and everyday living wisdom/
guidance. Led by Deb Karnemaat and John Winchell.

2) They Like Jesus but Not the Church. Ask someone today
if he or she likes Jesus, and the answer is usually yes. But
ask if that person likes the church, and chances are you will
get a far less favorable response. Do we live in a Christian
bubble? Is the church negative, oppress women, homopho-
bic and are other religions wrong? These are some of the
topics we will wrestle with and discuss. Led by Rev. Julie
Kline and Rich Peavler.

First United Methodist Church
212 S. Park St.

Kalamazoo, Ml 49007
Phone 269-381-6340; Fax 269-381-1678

www.umc-kzo.org

Upcoming Adult Sunday School

April 11 - May 23, 2010

Christian education is a life-long journey! Please
join us in one (or more!) of these Sunday morning
Academy classes that address a variety of topics.

1) Assessing Your Call to Servant Leader-
ship (Allen Library) Participants will dis-
cover, develop and maximize their God-given
spiritual gifts, both for ongoing personal
growth and to provide leadership. Goals for
each participant will be to understand the
meaning of spiritual gifts, to identify personal
gifts, to discover one’s passion, and to learn
about opportunities to lead and serve in both
church and community. This experiential
class will be led by Bob Hamet, Chris Peavler
and Rev. Doug Vernon.

2) Eternal Life: A New Vision (Parlor)
Based on John Shelby Spong’s latest book, in
which he describes his lifelong struggle with
the questions of God and death, this class will
offer a welcoming environment for partici-
pants to consider their own notions of eternal
life. Bishop Spong’s view of eternity is that
each of us is part of a oneness in God that
continues beyond the barriers of time and
space after we die. Jesse Clements and Deb
Search Willoughby are already having inter-
esting conversations about their responses to
the book and look forward to leading this
wider discussion on eternal life as it relates to
our daily lives. Please join us!

3) United Methodism 101: An Essentials
Class (Room 304) What exactly do United
Methodist Christians believe? We'll look at
our roots as a passionate spiritual renewal
movement; our connection to and distinctive-
ness among other Christian denominations;
our commitment to healthy balance between
personal faith and social witness; and the
guidance of the Book of Discipline. Due to
Julie’s vacation, Sunday class will begin April
18. This class will also meet on Tuesday evenings
at 6:15, beginning Tuesday, April 13. Led by
Rev. Julie Dix.

4) 3Cs (Room 310) will continue their study
of “Tell it Slant” by Eugene Peterson, a very
interesting look at Jesus” words.

FIRST UNITED
METHODIST
CHURCH ofF KALAMAZOO

March 28, 2010
8:30 a.m.

We are a Reconciling Congregation.

First United Methodist Church of Kalamazoo invites all persons to join us on our journey of faith.
Jesus Christ calls us to be an inclusive church that exemplifies the kingdom of God. We strive to move to-

ward reconciling relationships with all, affirming those who are marginalized for any

reason, including sexual orientation or gender identity. We welcome all with

open hearts, open minds, open doors.



*HYMN 286 (red hymnal) “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” UPCOMING WORSHIP

We l come to Wors h lp ! COMMUNITY AND PASTORAL PRAYERS "Rer ot Kine

“Light Into Darkness”

* Please stand as you are able. THE LORD’S PRAYER (praying together) rely 5‘;’“;,“ e
Please silence cell phones. Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Fed BT
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. A Drama: “The Calling & Falling Away
This service of worship embodies the sharp contrasts of Holy Week. In the Entrance with the Palms, Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, of Th; Di::iples”
we experience our joyous loyalty to Jesus as he enters Jerusalem. In the full reading of the gospel as we forgive those who trespass against us. E ASTERpS'U.ND AY
writer Mark’s account of Jesus’ Passion, we remember and partake of Jesus’ final meal, and con- And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. i ety o Hao @endicess Rewdl dog
front our own complicity in Jesus’ suffering and death. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, the Famished!”

John 20:1-18, 21:3-14

and the glory, forever. Amen. Holy Communion

In these opening moments, let us center our spirits on God. Prayers may be offered by filling out a
pink or green card and passing it to the side aisle during the lighting of the peace candle. Please OFFERING INVITATION

also register your attendance in the gray registration book.
OFFERING RECEIVED THE WEEK AHEAD

GATHERING “Dialogue sur les grands Jeux” Nicolas de Gri
g g J icolas ae Gringy OFFERTORY ANTHEM ”Weep, Sweet Mlli’y” Dadee Reilly f/[rondson ﬁark }l:‘(l):o%Panltgy
*CALL TO WORSHIP Jesus’ Entrance into Jerusalem (Luke 19:29-38) Weep, sweet Mary. Oh, don’t you see your Jesus hanging there? It would bring a tear to the cruelest SU(:IIJA?/I;I ro:is Fieay 122 P
. . . . , Marc
The whole multitude of the disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice eye to see him hang.mg ,there' Weep, sweet Mary. _See how the crown of thgrns 1son h%s brow. By the 8:30 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary
for all the deeds of power that thev had seen. savin agony that you see in his eyes, you know he’s dying now. Oh, they took him to the hill of Golgotha, 9:30 a.m. Good Friday Cast - Fellowship Room
”O la e. h k(? po ; a e:y ;1 ! afy hgl | 1 h And they mocked him as they laid him on the cross. Then the sound of the hammer pounding! God! ggg Z'm' gg”g:;?;‘%”ugg?séxg;ﬁ éﬁg"f?;r
B ess.ed Ist .e ing who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven, and It’s her Son - It's her Son who's hanging on that tree. See his head is bowing low. Weep, sweet Mary, 9:30 am. 3Cs - 310
glory in the highest heaven!” Sweet Mary, weep. 9:3g :r.lrgr. Reading Together: Snow Falling on Cedars -
* “ . . . 10:00 a.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal - Choir Room
PROCESSIONAL HYMN 280 (red hymnal) “All Glory, Laud and Honor *DOXOLOGY 95 (red hymnal) “Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow” 11:00 a.m. Festival Worship - Sanctuary
and ENTRANCE WITH THE PALMS Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 1?681%%:“;@5 ?gf,:Stﬁlrrigg;g:;gstﬁycﬁlrlch
*GREETING Praise God, all creatures here below. ggg om. Z‘Outths Tribe - FI"#"‘ Celmeéh -
. X .M. First Singers renearsal - Lhoir koom
The Lord be with voul Praise God above, ye heavenly host; MONFI;AY MarchiQ
e Lord be ou! . ,
And al . V;l y' " Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 7:00 a.m. Sunrise Patrol - Fellowship Room
nd also with you! TUESDAY, March 30
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (praying together) 9:30 a.m. UMW Park Lunch Committee - Parlor
* . . . g e . 12:00 p.m. Cl Di Meeting -
PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST S . . Passionately caring God, to share the cross of Christ is to be aware of the need in the 1:380me¢\,\2§% F:{:ﬁ;?;;;ggng 305
This practice of t}.’le early chu.rC.h is an exl.ores.smn of unity, 51gmfy.1ng that. there is no.thmg between us but the world: the suffering, the heaviness of heart and despair of soul with which so many 5:30 p.m. Simple Supper - Wesley Hall
love of Jesus Christ. The traditional greeting is “The peace of Christ be with you,” with a response, “And also . . . .. . . 6:15 p.m. Lenten Book Study - 304
with you.” are afflicted. May the gifts we bring and the giving of ourselves in your service speak 7:00 p.m. NA - Fellowship Room
profoundly of our love for you and your people. Amen. WEDNESDAY, March 31

7:30 a.m. Dawn Patrol - Fellowship Room
9:30 a.m. UMW Executive Board - Parlor
*
BLESSING 6:00 p.m. Good Friday Rehearsal - Sanctuary
7:00 p.m. NA - Fellowship Room

OPENING PRAYER (praying together)
Draw close to us, O God, on this unusual day; this day of confusion, of shouts of joy

and cries of shame. Remind us that you are with us always, in all moods and sea- *HYMN 488 (red hymnal) “Jesus, Remember Me” THURSDAY, April 1 MAUNDY THURSDAY
sons, in darkness and light and in between. Lead us through this day and through Jaoques Berthier 51?138 Oaémr-nFli_r::]tS;:Cbh;Or; -StFLJjL?WanpnFE?;rr:ry

this week: to the cross, to the tomb, and beyond. Amen. 1 1:30 p.m. Prayer Group - Chapel
)

i - = < "h ] 5:30 p.m. Depression/Bipolar Support - Chapel
~——— — —1 6:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal - Choir Room
[

LIGHTING THE CANDLE OF PEACE Je - sus, re - mem-ber me when you come in - to your king -  dom. 6:30 p.m. NA - Wesley Hall .

We light this candle during every Sunday worship service to remember that Christ is in the world offering 7:00 p.m. Maundy Thursday Worship - Sanctuary

. . . . A | 7:00 p.m. GLBT Youth - Youth Center
peace. Today we add our gratitude for all the ways in which that peace is already present. 75— ; - ——— T 7 i : I : : — i E ,‘{ EE 8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal - Choir Room
. . F§ ¥ & 5 4 * - FRIDAY, April 2 GOOD FRIDAY
THE PASSION OF JESUS CHRIST ACCORDING TO ST. LUKE Luke 22:14-23:56 Y w r - mom-ber me when you come in - fo your king - dom. 0D o oot Goud ey Worshi -
The Word today is offered through the reading of the narrative of Jesus’ last days. The congrega- St. Luke’s Episcopal Church

7:00 p.m. “The Calling & Falling Away of the Disciples”
Dramatic Presentation - Sanctuary

reading will be shared by the congregation and is found on the insert. GOING FORTH "O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” Johannes Brahms SATURDAY, April 3

A TIME OF SILENCE

tion is invited to open hearts and minds to experience fully this profound text. A portion of the

Please exit in silence.
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