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Kalamazoo County Begins Vaccinations
for Phase 1B Age 65 and Older

Online Worship:

Sunday mornings: 10-11am

Please worship with us via livestream on
our YouTube channel accessible from our
website: umc-kzo.org

Zoom Fellowship:

Every Sunday, 9:15-9:45am
Join us for a time of virtual fellowship.

Zoom Sunday Morning Class:

Following Sunday Worship

Zoom Fellowship and Morning Class links
are included in the weekly Around the
Corner email.

Kalamazoo County Health & Community Services Department, along with
healthcare partners Ascension Borgess and Bronson Healthcare, are working to
collaboratively provide COVID-19 vaccines as quickly as possible to all those who
are eligible and interested throughout the community. All agencies have now
started offering limited vaccine appointments (dependent on vaccine supply) to
those over the age of 65. To stay informed on COVID-19 vaccine distribution
progress, visit kalcounty.com/COVID19 or call the COVID-19 Call Center at (269)
373-5200. Please share these important resources with local friends and family.

Raymond James: Local
Broker for Stocks to FUMC

Updated Emergency Contact Info.

Raymond James
125 S. Kalamazoo Mall
Kalamazoo, MI 49007
(269) 349-7744

While we are not seeing everyone in person, we want to make sure we are staying
current with our member contact information--including a person to contact in case
of emergency. If you have had any changes in address, phone, email or your
emergency contact people in the past year or so, please visit
bit.ly/FUMCContactForm and submit an online form. If you do not have internet
access, please call the church at (269) 381-6340 and leave a message telling us the
best time to reach you with a follow up call. This information will only be for staff
use on an as needed basis. Thank you for your assistance.

Account Manager:
Robert (Bob) Benjamin
Routing #: DPC #0725
Account #: 35382177

Help us ensure we have correct information on file

Interested in gifting stocks as your
donation to First United Methodist
Church of Kalamazoo (FUMC)? We
recommend Raymond James, located
downtown, with instructions to sell
stocks upon receipt, helping your
donation reach FUMC quickly.

Questions? Contact Bob Benjamin at
Robert.Benjamin@RaymondJames.com
or Amy Evans at aevans@umc-kzo.org.
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News from the
Streets

By Ray Sweany

Our ministry of providing food has gotten
us acquainted with many who don’t enjoy
the same security. Martha’s Table, a weekly
free dinner at First Congregational Church
was shuttered in 2013. We at FUMC
participated on a quarterly basis. In
response to the cessation of the Martha’s
Table, we started a weekly dinner
substitute starting with dinner on the lawn.
We have been involved with providing a
nutritious meal on a weekly basis through
You Are Not Alone since then until March
22, 2020, when that dinner was suspended
because of COVID-19.
While we stopped serving the meal, still,
we were very attached to people with
whom we shared a meal. Church Council
tasked us to try to stay connected. The
pandemic affected many of our friends in
ways that we could scarcely imagine.
Transportation: Getting around town
became more difficult. Prior to COVID,
people walked a lot; the bus cost $1.50. If
money was tight, one walked. Bicycles
were always a part of our transportation
system. They became a hot commodity-especially after the shutdown; we were
aware of several that were stolen. FUMC
helped obtain replacements on several
occasions. Shoes were wearing out. There
was no easy way to replace shoes when
Rescued Treasures and the Dream Center
closed and FUMC became involved in
replacing shoes, some of which were much
better fitting than what we replaced.
Bus service was suspended in March.
Metro Connect provided transport for free
during the earliest shutdown, but
scheduling was difficult and each small van
carried only a single person. One could call
to make an appointment. FUMC provided
phone service to several who had no
working phones. The conditions of motor
vehicles that are used by some of our
friends is never good. FUMC assisted with
repairs and towing charges.
Bathrooms: With the closure of so many
businesses and public buildings, there
were no easy ways to access toilets except
at the Gospel Mission and Ministry with
Community. Those living in tent
encampments didn’t have such luxuries.
There are possibly 200 living in such

encampments; others are avoiding
congregant living arrangements,
including the encampments. I have
seen no estimates of how many; some
are living downtown, solo.
CARES Act payments: Many have no
bank accounts. The earliest stimulus
payments came to those well-off
enough to have bank access. Checks
were slower. Sometimes, the
payments could only be sent when a
person contacted the Treasury
Department. FUMC assisted with those
applications.
Shelters: In March, Ministry with
Community started limiting the
number of people who could be in
their day-use facility to 45 in order to
insure social distancing. Users would
have to leave at mid-day to make room
for another 45. In normal times,
probably 300 would use the facility,
depending on the weather. Gospel
Mission started March and early April
crowded. Eventually, additional
housing was found to allow for safer
accommodation. People who were
wary of such crowding started staying
outside. We provided tents and
sleeping bags as the weather cooled in
September/October. Dick Shilts has
organized a huge effort to fund and
distribute warm coats that can turn
into sleeping bags.
This concludes an introduction to
some of the issues that our brothers
and sisters are dealing with. Without
housing, one’s property must be
portable and it is easily stolen. Without
housing, daily meals require that one
move about on a daily basis! Social
services are still handled remotely,
largely, and there were few means to
make contacts. It is amazing that
COVID didn’t spread rapidly in the
homeless community. Visit the
following link for an update on what
our community is doing on behalf of
those without homes:
bit.ly/UnitedWayFundsShelters

If you'd like to help, contact Ray Sweany at
(269) 350-5977 or rasweany@charter.net. For
donations, include YANA in the check memo
line or, if donating online, select Other and
designate You Are Not Alone.

Our Sympathy and Prayers
to the Family and Friends of:
Amanda Morrill, who died on Jan. 7.
Margaret Muse, who died on Jan. 1.
Daniel Russell, who died on Dec. 18.

Please keep these friends
in your prayers:
Fred Allen
Dana Anderson
Nina Baker
Harriet & Don Chalker
Dan & Jill Christian
Eidson Family
Andreea Frew
Ruth Evelyn Graham
Heidanus Family
Hikade Family
Nell Holland
John & Carol Holms
Deanna & Sara House
Lenora Holliday
David Houseman
Ben Korendyke
Samantha Knight
Doris Lee
Miller Family
Morrill Family
Muse Family
Osborne Family
Claire Peek
Jeanne Plott
Hank Rohs
Russell Family
Gerry Schaberg
Mary Lou Sanderson
Jan Search
Bev Seimers
Kim & Larry Taylor
Triestram Family
Janet Wydendorf

Prayer requests:
If you would like to share a prayer
request with our clergy and prayer
ministry team, please email Thom
Victor at tvictor@umc-kzo.org. If you
do not have access to email, you can
call the church at (269) 381-6340 and
leave a message. Prayer requests
need to be received by WEDNESDAY
at noon.
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Children & Families Ministries News
By Julia Librizzi, Director of Children & Families Ministries

A Family Camping Trip Is being planned for June 11-13, 2021. Bring your tent, pop up or
RV and join us for swimming, hiking, campfires, s’mores and more at Yankee Springs
Recreation Area: Gun Lake Unit. Cost is $64 per site for the weekend (each additional
night is $28) and money does need to be collected ASAP. We need to make
reservations in Michigan campgrounds around six months in advance. Dogs are
welcome on leashes at the campground. Please RSVP to Katy McGinnis via text at
(269) 267-3999 or email at mcginnik82@gmail.com. More details on plans and food will
be provided closer to June.
Please join Family Foundations for a new seven week class that starts on Sunday,
January 24 at 11am. Derek Wheaton will share curriculum around technology safety and
best practices for kiddos of all ages! Join Family Foundations on Zoom on Sundays at
11am. Contact Julia with questions and for the link at jlibrizzi@umc-kzo.org.

Finance Committee
By Sandy Gower
Finance Committee Chair
As 2021 begins, I look forward to
serving again as Chair of the Finance
Committee. We are still finalizing the
year end financial statements. Next
month we will have a full review of the
Church’s finances in 2020. November’s
Income was $79,782.01 with expenses
of $75,485,14. Thanks to the continued
generosity of this congregation and
some assistance from the Payroll
Protection Loan, we have a fund
balance of $124,168.40.
I pray for peace for all of us in 2021.

Special Offerings
as of January 18, 2021
Human Relations Sunday
$382.00
UMCOR Sunday
$1,755.00
Easter Offering
$7,120.00
Native American Sunday
$635.00
Peace with Justice Sunday
$285.00
Justice Team Michigan United/ISAAC
$1,480.00
ASP Sunday Youth Missions
$1,455.00
World Communion Sunday
$55.00
Christmas Offering
$14,357.00
UMW Sunday
$30.00
UM Student Day
$50.00
-November Mission of the Month: Ministry
with Community
$75.00
-December Mission of the Month: Salvation
Army Angel Tree
$615.00
-Loaves & Fishes
$3,700.00

2021 College Scholarship
Applications Now Available
FUMC college scholarships are available
from the David H. Rohs Fund for up to
$1000. Interested youth and young adults
who are active in the church should
download the application now at
umc-kzo.org/rohsscholarship. Applications
are due to the church office by March 31,
2021. The money can be used for

either a United Methodist-related college,
university or seminary in the U.S. or a
non-Methodist-related institution in the
U.S. (Those who plan to attend a
Methodist-related school are eligible to
apply for an additional $3000 from the
“Dollars for Scholars” program.) Up to
$500 may be awarded for those planning
to attend a community college or trade
school. Please contact Pastor Matt Weiler
at mweiler@umc-kzo.org if you have
questions.

Access to the Church
Building
For the time being, we are asking that
you make an appointment if you need
access to the church building. We are
still trying to limit the number of people
who come into the building as we want
to make sure that all who are entering
are staying safe. We thank you for your
help in making the church building as
safe as possible for all who enter.
Please contact Ruth, rlamachia@umckzo.org, to schedule an appointment.
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Pastoral Ponderings
By Rev. Keith Treman

Greetings and Blessings as we reach out and
stay connected as the church. One of my
theme hymns throughout my ministry has
been We Are the Church: "I am the church
you are the church we are the church
together...The church is not a building, the
church is not a steeple, the church is not a
resting place, the church is a people. “ (© 1972
Hope Publishing Company) I might add to this
last line “the church is a people,”... people
joined together and empowered through
GOD’S HOLY SPIRIT.
One of my theme Scriptures throughout my
ministry has been from Luke 10:27: “You shall
love the LORD your GOD with all your heart,
and with all your soul, and with all your
strength, and with all your mind; and your
neighbor as yourself.”
This hymn and scripture offer comfort and
guidance for me not only during this
pandemic of COVID-19, but also before and
beyond COVID. Let me encourage you to find
your theme hymn and scripture or ways to
live out this hymn and scripture even during
these times of being more homebound with
less in person contacts. I am so encouraged at
how people are finding ways to reach out and
connect with others without actually meeting
in person.
For many, we had been used to coming
together at least once a week for worship,
education and fellowship. During this time of
COVID-19, we can experience worship and
education online via live stream, The First
Word and Around The Corner, but the
fellowship is a bit more challenging. We are
used to understanding fellowship as coming
together in a group setting, which we miss for
sure.
Our beautiful church building offers us a
place to worship and grow together, a place
to be in fellowship and a place to learn
together. It is a wonderful building where
we gather and offer CHRIST to others as

well as share CHRIST with those who have
needs and come to our facility for
assistance. We can look forward to a time
when we can do all this again in our
awesome building with its amazing organ
and beautiful windows and won’t it be
great to join together again?
When we are not able to gather together,
let us come together in the HOLY SPIRIT.
JESUS even said it is better that I go so that
I might send the HOLY SPIRIT to be with
you. JESUS understood the power of being
with us in SPIRIT and not bound by space
and time. As important as coming together
in person is, let us not forget how
powerful our coming together in the HOLY
SPIRIT is and can be!
In my position of Pastor of Congressional
Care, I work 10-12 hours a week, primarily
with our four score and more members
and constituents (those 80 and over) of
which we have over 160. I am so blessed
to call and connect, speaking directly or
leaving messages of encouragement
sending GOD’S blessing, grace and love. I
also send cards along with our church
Caring Committee and others. I am also
connecting with some of our senior
members via Zoom which, for some, has
been a new use of technology.
During these times, let’s find ways to sense
GOD’S HOLY SPIRIT connecting us
together. Let us feel each other’s prayers
as they are lifted, feel the arm of the
spiritual hugs and, most of all, feel the
very real presence of JESUS CHRIST who
said, “Peace I leave with you. My peace I
give to you.“ (John 14:27)
Greetings and Blessings as we are
connected together in GOD’S SPIRIT.
Sending you a spiritual hug--pass it on!
Shalom.

Thank You to Our
Talented Musicians!

Thank you to all of the musicians who
helped make our Christmas Eve services
so rich and joyful! It was wonderful to
see your bright faces singing the carols
that we all love so dearly and it helped
to soothe the fact that we weren’t all
together celebrating Christ’s birth. We
were together in spirit!
Thanks to the many children who
participated with their musical gifts and
led us in a children’s Christmas service
like no other. We were blessed by every
person's contribution at the 5pm and
7pm worship and the light of Christ
shined brightly in these dark days,
thanks to your service and witness.
-Jacqueline Stilger, Director of Music

Dream Team Prayer
Corner
The Dream Team invites you to join us
in praising God for the new opportunity
to partner with Kalamazoo
Neighborhood Housing Services and
Community Homeworks. Give thanks
that your contributions have enabled
critical home repairs such as replacing
or repairing furnaces. Ask God to guide
these partners in moving forward to
meet the many emergency home
repairs that will allow our neighbors to
remain safe and warm in their homes.

The First Word for
February

Pictured: Pastor Keith Treman shares Zoom
fellowship with Doris Haynes and Alice Wall.

Articles for the next issue are due no
later than February 8, 2021. The next
newsletter will be mailed the week of
February 18. Articles submitted to the
newsletter should be sent to Bethany
Gauthier at bgauthier@umc-kzo.org.
Articles may be edited for space and
content.

