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2021 Easter Offering

Methodist Children’s Home
in Costa Rica

Spring will soon be here. When we think about Spring, we often think about new
beginnings and new life. This year, those thoughts are especially relevant when we think
about the missionaries that we support. This past year, one of our missionaries, Donna
Chaat Pewo, who worked with at-risk children of the Cheyenne-Arapaho Tribes in a rural
area west of Oklahoma City, retired. Additionally, our missionaries in Costa Rica, Will & Ella
Faircloth, returned to the United States. As some of you may remember, Will was our
primary contact with the Methodist Children’s Home in Costa Rica. These changes caused
the Outreach Team to search for two missionaries who serve with at-risk children. While
we continue to support Dr. Desiree Segura-April, we will also be supporting Rev. Emily
Everett and the Methodist Children's Home with your 2021 Easter Offering.

For the past five years, FUMC has sent a
work team to the Methodist Children’s
Home in Costa Rica to build additional
homes and a multi-purpose building.
Since we already had a strong
connection with the Children’s Home
through both work trips and the
interactions of our children in Sunday
School with the children in Costa Rica, it
was an easy decision to redirect our
support to the Children’s Home.

Learn more about the missions this offering will support

Dr. Desiree Segura-April
Dr. Desiree Segura-April is a missionary that we have supported for several years and is
with the General Board of Global Ministries of The United Methodist Church serving as a
Resource Person for Children at Risk Ministries in Latin America & the Caribbean and living
in Honduras. Her role is to equip partner churches and organizations for mission with
children-at-risk, helping them to develop holistic ministries, create safe sanctuaries and
child protection policies, and implement creative Christian education models.
Desiree is passionate about wholistic ministry with children and youth and excited to
partner with God’s mission through creating and collating resources and facilitating
trainings, workshops and retreats for pastors and lay leaders of the Methodist churches
and partner organizations. She believes “we should all learn and work together to
empower children to fulfill their God-given potential.”
Rev. Emily Everett
Our second missionary is Rev. Emily A. Everett with the General Board of Global Ministries.
She serves with the Shade and Fresh Water Program in Brazil, an international partnership
sponsored by the Methodist Church in Brazil. She was commissioned in October 2017.
Shade and Fresh Water is a national network of after-school programs for at-risk children
and teenagers across Brazil. The main focus areas include character development and
social responsibility. While projects are sustained locally and adapted to regional and
ethnic differences in the vast country, basic resources are developed and shared
nationally. Emily’s role is to promote Shade and Fresh Water as an international mission
partnership. Emily credits the Global Mission Volunteer Program experience—two months
in Brazil—as a turning point in being able to “articulate something of what I felt God had
created and called me to do with my life. I was still young and didn’t know exactly what
that meant, but I knew that my heart would forever be tied in some way shape or form to
Brazil and that I found life and purpose and joy in serving God cross culturally.”
Watch for additional information concerning these missions in our weekly Around the
Corner e-newsletter. Thank you for your support of this important work.

The following is recent information
from our new contact for the home,
Lidia Zirkel:
“In February, the Methodist School in
Costa Rica agreed to partner with us
and open an extension of the Methodist
School at the Children’s Home. As you
may be aware, the children from the
Home have been attending the
Methodist School for many years.
However, last year during the
pandemic, the Methodist School went
totally online. It was extremely difficult
for our children to learn virtually. We
made it through the school year, but
knew we would need to make changes
for this school year, 2021.
The new building that you all have
worked on for many years was not
quite ready, but we were able to get the
classrooms ready and on February 8,
we began holding classes in the new
building. The Methodist School sent
three teachers and one administrator to
the Home to work here full-time. The
children are now studying with books,
pencils and paper. They could not be
happier and we are also super pleased.
The children are doing much better in
class with materials in their hands.
It was never our intention to use the
new building as a school, yet God knew!
Just what we needed when we needed
it.”
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Children & Families Ministries

By Julia Librizzi, Director of Children & Families Ministries

Our Sympathy and Prayers
to the Family and Friends of:
Doris Lininger, who died on Feb. 3.
Bob Schinderle, who died on Feb. 15.

We invite children and families to please join us in the church parking lot on Sunday, March
21, 2021 at 2pm for a Palm Parade! The Children and Families Ministries Team has created
Easter bags with goodies and Holy Week activities for each family to take home. We will
hand out some of our handmade palms from years past and Ms. Julia will lead us in a Palm
Parade around the outside of the church. The video of this will be shared during worship on
Palm Sunday, March 28, 2021. Masks and social distancing are required and we will not
have use of the church building or the bathrooms for this event. We look forward to
seeing many of our children and families for this fun and safe event!
Everyone is invited to come to the vestibule of the church weekdays through Friday, March
19 from 8am-5pm to pick up a recycled palm branch that we made and used in years past.
Then you can film and send us a short 20-30 second video clip (preferably filmed in
landscape, not portrait) to be added into our Palm Sunday service on Sunday, March 28. If
you would rather, you can also send videos of you waving the palms of your hands or any
green leafy branches from your yard or any that you have created! We'd love to see as
many of you as possible waving your palms with joy! The videos need to be uploaded to
Google Drive by Wednesday, March 24 at 10pm to be included in the Palm Sunday service.
Please contact Julia Librizzi at jlibrizzi@umc-kzo.org with any questions and to access the
upload folder.
A Family Camping Trip is scheduled for June 11-13, 2021. Bring your tent, pop up or RV and
join us for swimming, hiking, campfires, s’mores and more at Yankee Springs Recreation
Area: Gun Lake Unit. Cost is $64 per site for the weekend (each additional night is $28) and
money does need to be collected ASAP. Dogs are welcome on leashes at the campground.
Please RSVP to Katy McGinnis via text at (269) 267-3999 or email at
mcginnik82@gmail.com. More details on plans and food will be provided closer to June.
We invite all children to join Ms. Julia on Zoom following worship for a Godly Play story
each Sunday at 11am! Children are encouraged to find a cozy and (hopefully) quiet spot at
home to settle down and spend some time listening for God! Please contact
jlibrizzi@umc-kzo.org with any questions and to access the Zoom link.

Please keep these friends
in your prayers:
Fred and Lana Allen
Dana Anderson
Nina Baker
Bernlohr & Stucky Families
Wanda Boekhout
Harriet & Don Chalker
Christian & Isacksen Families
Eidson Family
Andreea Frew
Ruth Evelyn Graham
Nell Holland
John & Carol Holms
Deanna & Sara House
Lenora Holliday
David Houseman
Jongeward Family
Samantha Knight
Doris Lee
Lininger Family
Myrta Messikommer
Claire Peek
Jeanne Plott

Welcome to Donna Dunyak, New Co-Lay Leader with Tammy Eaton
Donna Dunyak has accepted the invitation to be a Co-Lay Leader with Tammy Eaton. Donna
has been a long-time member of FUMC and has a heart that burns for outreach and
community partnerships that benefit the overall well-being of our community. Donna has
served in several leadership positions and has experience with the art of co-leading a team.
Together Donna and Tammy will bring an enthusiasm for our church and will have a wide
spectrum of skills, talents and interests that will reach into the ministries of our church.
Our Lay Leaders represent the laypeople of the
congregation, work closely with the pastors and advance the
mission and vision of the congregation. The benefits of a CoLay Leadership means that together they bring a breadth of
experience, will be able to share the responsibilities of lay
leadership and create a wider net of relationships within the
laity.
Tammy and Donna, thank you for stepping into this role and
serving with your prayers, presence, gifts, service and
witness. We will look forward to working with you to
strengthen our ministries and develop disciples of Jesus
Christ for the transformation of the world by putting our
faith and love into action.
-Pastor Julie Kline

Russell Family
Gerry Schaberg
Mary Lou Sanderson
Schinderle Family
Jan Search
Kim & Larry Taylor
Triestram Family
Tindall Family
Janet Wydendorf

Prayer requests:
If you would like to share a prayer
request with our clergy and prayer
ministry team, please email Thom
Victor at tvictor@umc-kzo.org. If you
do not have access to email, you can
call the church at (269) 381-6340 and
leave a message. Prayer requests
need to be received by WEDNESDAY
at noon.
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First United Methodist Church Staff Spotlight
While we continue to gather virtually, we are taking time to connect as we feature two
members of our FUMC staff each month. Throughout this eventful past year, our staff has
risen to challenges thrown their way and we are grateful to have a strong team to support
our mission and congregation. On behalf of the Staff-Parish Relations Committee (SPRC),
we encourage you to share your support of our FUMC staff. Cards and emails are welcome!
Christine Landreville, Administrative Partner in Ministry
Christi first came to First United Methodist Church in 2003, drawn by the powerful organ
and the evening worship service. She began volunteering in the church office soon after. A
lifelong Methodist, she began serving churches as a toddler when accompanying her
parents to their local church, where they were the custodians. It was then while hiding from
the vacuum her mother pushed, Christi discovered the peace and calm of the cool
sanctuary floor. She has served churches as Pianist, Instrumentalist, Organist, Vocalist,
Worship Leader, Choir Director, Youth and Adult Handbell Choir Director, Music Director,
Worship Coordinator and Music Librarian. Christi, curious about the mysteries of faith,
studied Religion and Music at WMU, earning a Bachelor’s Degree. She is married to Bill and
they have four children.
Christi Landreville

Sara Miller

Finance Committee
By Sandy Gower
Finance Committee Chair
We are starting the year in a good
financial position. Like most of last
year, we are operating with a large
amount of uncertainty as to what this
year will hold. Our Congregation, as
always, continues to show strong
financial support for our operations.
Our General Fund income for January
was $98,158 with expenses of
$77,394, leaving us a balance of
$20,764.
I hope this early spring weather finds
you well. I wish you peace, health and
love as we navigate another year in
quarantine.

Special Offerings
as of February 28, 2021

Sara Miller, Creative Coordinator for Coffeehouse Worship
Sara joined the staff around 2013, and she's filled several roles; Fred Douglas used to call
her a “utility infielder.” She has answered the phones, produced the First Word, cleaned
the bathrooms and planned and led worship. Currently, she is the Creative Coordinator
for Coffeehouse Worship, which means she facilitates the planning of our monthly casual,
experiential worship service, and then she does some writing, graphic design and video
editing for the service.
This year at home has been interesting for Sara because she moved with her partner to
Baltimore, MD—if you’ve spotted her in Coffeehouse services, you’ll have seen the
Brewer’s Hill skyline and the Patapsco River. That’s where she is! Sara has been working on
some freelance editing projects, most recently with the Michigan Region of Methodist
Federation for Social Action; she's in a vocational discernment process with her local
church; and is doing a lot of yoga and taking a lot of walks by their beautiful harbor. Sara
considers it a privilege to get to work with the talented volunteers and staff at First, even
from this distance.
(Note: You can reach Sara at smiller@umc-kzo.org.)

How Do You Prefer to Receive The First Word?
Each month we print, fold and mail out over 300 issues of The
First Word—with assistance from some wonderful volunteers. We
are happy to share the good news far and wide, but as you're
able, we'd love for you to help us go green! The First Word is also
sent monthly via email to those who have joined our email mailing
list. If you no longer need to receive a paper copy of The First
Word mailed to you, please let us know and we will update our list
accordingly. If you prefer to receive a printed copy of The First
Word, no follow up is required and we will keep you on our
mailing list. If you are not currently on our email list and would
like to join, please visit umc-kzo.org/ATC. You can reach us at
kalamazoofumc@umc-kzo.org or (269) 381-6340 with any
questions.

FUMC Special Offerings
Human Relations Sunday
$255.00
UMCOR Sunday
$200.00
Easter Offering
$230.00
Native American Sunday
$50.00
Peace with Justice Sunday
$50.00
Justice Team Michigan United/ISAAC
$0.00
ASP Sunday Youth Missions
$0.00
World Communion Sunday
$100.00
Christmas Offering
$900.00
UMW Sunday
$0.00
UM Student Day
$50.00
YANA
$0.00
Michigan Conference Special Offering
Christian Education Sunday
$50.00

Access to the Church
Building
For the time being, we are asking that
you make an appointment if you need
access to the church building. We are
still trying to limit the number of people
who come into the building as we want
to make sure that all who are entering
are staying safe. We thank you for your
help in making the church building as
safe as possible for all who enter.
Please contact Ruth, rlamachia@umckzo.org, to schedule an appointment.
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Celebrating Our Ministries:
First Stitchers
Information provided by Linda Lueth and
Ellen Portis
First Stitchers at FUMC began over 35 years
ago. This dedicated group lovingly creates
hand-sewn and fleece blankets for Binky
Patrol, a national organization devoted to
providing blankets to children in need. The
local chapter of Binky Patrol donates blankets
to Family & Children Services, the YWCA
Domestic Assault Program, Comstock
Community Center and several other
organizations that serve families in our area.
For the past few years, the group has also
crafted receiving blankets for the United
Methodist Women midwives in Uganda
project. A few First Stitchers sew beautiful
pillowcases and then the group purchases full
size pillows and donates the finished product
to the YWCA.
Over the years, the First Stitchers have
remained flexible and they try to help out
wherever there is a sewing or knitting need.
Past projects have included knit dishcloths to
go along with purchased dish towels and
other kitchen essentials to help furnish
apartments for women leaving the YWCA. In
addtion, they've made hats and mittens for

various local groups and tied knot fleece
blankets for the former Eleanor House
family shelter. A future project they’re
looking at is adult clothing protectors, or
bibs. Members heard that nursing homes
and assisted living facilities have a need
for this item as it can be difficult to feed
people—or for people with hand tremors
to feed themselves—without spilling food
on their clothes.
Though 2020 presented challenges and
members miss the community feeling they
shared by sewing together in the church,
many First Stitcher members have
continued to sew from home. Currently,
the group makes safe deliveries or they
meet up in the church parking lot to
exchange fabric and finished projects.
2020 was a different year for the First
Stitchers, but their group of ten active
members still made and donated 38 Binky
Patrol quilts, 81 pillowcases and pillows
and 40 receiving blankets.
If you are interested in learning more
about First Stitchers and how you can
support this ministry, please visit
umc-kzo.org/firststitchers

Dream Team Prayer
Corner
Please join us in praying for each of the
leaders of our Dream Team partners.
They are:
-Rob Oakleaf, Habitat for Humanity
-Chris Moore, Kalamazoo Collective
Housing
-Katie McPherson, Building Blocks
-Stephanie Hoffman, Open Doors
-Grace Lubwama, YWCA
-Matt Lager, Kalamazoo Neighborhood
Housing Services
-Chris Praedel, Community Homeworks
Ask God to provide wisdom in their
decisions, stamina in their work and
expanded community support for their
efforts in creating safe, sustainable and
affordable housing in Kalamazoo. Help
them to know that they are not alone in
facing this challenge. Provide us, and the
rest of the community, with guidance so
that we build a strong network of
patience and kindness to those who
need care.

Photo: Binky Patrol blankets made by First
Stitchers in February 2021.

Mission of the Month: March 2021
YWCA Kalamazoo, one of our Dream Team partners, provides confidential, nonjudgmental crisis intervention, counseling, advocacy and support for abused women and
men and survivors of sexual assault.
Currently, YWCA needs the following items:
Hair Conditioner (full size)
Body Wash (full size)
Toothpaste (large tubes)
Hand Sanitizer
Items may be placed in the Mission of the Month box located between the two sets of
doors off of the parking lot. To make a monetary donation, write YWCA in your check
memo line or type YWCA in the Other field when you donate online.

The First Word for
April
Articles for the next issue are due no
later than April 12, 2021. The next
newsletter will be mailed the week of
April 19. Articles submitted to the
newsletter should be sent to Bethany
Gauthier at bgauthier@umc-kzo.org.
Articles may be edited for space and
content.

