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Lent 2021: Holy Vessels

Lent Worship Schedule

“He took our infirmities and bore our diseases.” Matthew 8:17b

Ash Wednesday, February 17

The other day I had the opportunity to walk along the shores of Lake Michigan. Walking on
the shores of Lake Michigan in the winter is a completely different exercise of faith than in
the summer when the warm winds caress your face. Winter shoreline walking has a whole
different beauty and possibilities than summer walking. If you come upon the conditions
just right, you may catch the beauty of ice shards like the above photo. When the sun
shines on them just right and when you listen carefully to the tinkling of the shards as the
body of water continues to swell underneath, it is mystical and magical. God speaks
through creation in ways of poetry and prose.

12-6pm
You are invited to come to the church
from noon to 6pm to receive a
smudging of ashes in the spirit of
repentance and prayer. A Pastor will
come to your car window and smudge
your forehead with ashes as a symbol of
both grief and repentance. Please wear
a mask and remain in your car as you
drive under the portico.

It is hard for me to imagine that we will soon be coming into a full year of the Coronavirus
pandemic that has so greatly altered our individual and collective lives. As we come upon
this year anniversary, of when we began to move our ministries online, we enter the time
of Lent. It has been a harrowing and grief filled time since last Lent and, in many ways, it
has shattered our sense of wholeness, much like the ice upon a moving body of water. We
often feel fractured in body, mind and spirit like a sheet of ice that was once whole before
the waves moved. As we embrace this season of Lent, we enter a “season of recovery” for
our physical, communal, mental, intellectual and environmental health. Our Scriptures will
be the healing narratives of Jesus that embody the divine solidarity with human suffering
and remind us that are faith journey calls us to make something beautiful from that which
seems broken. Throughout Lent, we will be inviting community leaders to a time of
sharing and reflecting upon our community life. The ice upon the waters, the beach glass
that can be found upon the sand is symbol of a transformative process that is always at
work. We are Holy Vessels for God, with the work of the Holy Spirit we can be prepared for
every good work. Let us prepare ourselves during Lent to receive the new life found in the
promise of Easter resurrection. ~Pastor Julie

All Church Book Study: Reaching Out by Henri J.M. Nouwen
Books are now available for our upcoming
all church book study! You can purchase
Reaching Out: The Three Movements of
the Spiritual Life by Henri J.M. Nouwen at
Kazoo Books (2413 Parkview Ave.,
Kalamazoo) for approximately $13.50.
We'll discuss Reaching Out during our
Sunday Morning Class for Lent. The class
begins on Sunday, February 21 and runs
through Sunday, March 28 at 11am on
Zoom. Thanks to Pastor Dan Duncan and
Deacon Cara Weiler for leading this class!
Together we will join Nouwen in the
exploration of the question "What does it

mean to live a life in the Spirit of Jesus
Christ?” In conversation and discussion
we will dive into the individuality and
intersectionality of relationship with
ourselves, relationship with others and
relationship with God as Nouwen walks
us through three movements: “from
loneliness to solitude, from hostility to
hospitality and, from illusion to prayer.”
Join us in conversation as we seek to
grow deeper in faith and deeper into
relationship with one another and God.
You can find the Zoom class link at
umc-kzo.org or in our weekly Around the
Corner e-newsletter.

7pm
At 7pm we will gather on Zoom for an
interactive time of worship. The Zoom
link will be emailed and linked on our
website at umc-kzo.org.

Sunday morning worship at 10am
on our YouTube channel and on
our website at umc-kzo.org/live
First Sunday of Lent, February 21
“We are Treasure”
Second Sunday of Lent, February 28
“Interconnected Community & Safety”
Third Sunday of Lent, March 7
“Truth Telling for Healing”
Fourth Sunday of Lent, March 14
“The Beauty of Mosaic”
Fifth Sunday of Lent, March 21
“Restoration”
Passion Palm Sunday, March 28
Easter Sunday, April 4
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2020 Year-End Financial Report

Our Sympathy and Prayers
to the Family and Friends of:

By Sandy Gower, Chair Finance Committee

Daniel Christian, who died on Jan. 23.

What a year 2020 was! But even with quarantines, shutdowns and figuring out how to share
worship virtually, the congregation of First United Methodist Church was steadfast in its
generous support for the Church’s ministries. The operating budget (General Fund) is the
foundation of the Church’s operations covering lay and clergy personnel, building, office
equipment, programming (worship, education, congregational care) and the ministry shares
commitment to the United Methodist Church. At the beginning of the shutdown, the SPRC
made the decision to keep all of our dedicated employees on the payroll. As a result, we
qualified for a Payroll Protection Play loan. Thanks to the hard work of Ruth LaMachia, we
received a loan in the amount of $142,000. This loan was forgivable as long as it was used
for payroll and eligible operational costs. We ended the year with a balance of $151,570.45

Bob Jongeward, who died on Feb. 3.

FUMC Operating Budget 2020
Year-to-Date
Annual Budget
Total Income
$1,093,945.69
$1,039,872.00
Total Expense
$ 942,375.24
$1,039,947.00
Net Income/(loss)
$ 151,570.45
$
(75.00)
Note: Special offerings are not included.

Please keep these friends
in your prayers:
Fred and Lana Allen
Dana Anderson
Nina Baker
Bernlohr & Stucky Families
Wanda Boekhout

Because of your generosity and the fiscal stewardship of our Clergy and staff, we finished
the year in excellent position. We are entering another year fraught with uncertainty. For the
foreseeable future, we continue to worship virtually and meet via Zoom. Even though 2020
left us in good financial position, there are concerns going forward. The number of pledging
units has decreased from 254 units in 2019, 228 units in 2020, and 187 units in 2021. It’s not
too late to return your pledge card. Remember, you can also make your contributions
through the website at umc-kzo.org/online or by mail to 212 S. Park Street, Kalamazoo MI
49007.

Harriet & Don Chalker

The list of activities we support through special donations, outside of the General Fund, is a
long list. I have highlighted some of them below. Thank you to everyone for your generous
support of all of our many ministries. I wish you peace, health and love as we work our way
through another challenging year.

Deanna & Sara House

2020 DESIGNATED FUNDS
COFFEEHOUSE WORSHIP
FOOD PANTRY
JUSTICE TEAM
KIDS ADVENTURE PROGRAM
MUSIC DESIGNATED
MUSIC & ARTS COMMITTEE

$ 2,401.80
$ 4,450.00
$ 1,980.00
$ 7,000.00
$ 250.00
$ 442.00

UMC CHURCHWIDE OFFERINGS
HUMAN RELATIONS SUNDAY
$ 382.00
NATIVE AMERICAN SUNDAY
$
635.00
UMCOR SUNDAY
$ 1,755.00
PEACE WITH JUSTICE
$
315.00
WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY $
55.00
OTHER SPECIAL SUNDAY OFFERINGS
CHRISTMAS OFFERING
$ 13,657.00
EASTER OFFERING
$ 7,120.00

OTHER OUTREACH
COSTA RICA MISSION TRIP
GROWING HOPE GLOBALLY
OUTREACH TARGETED
OUTREACH GENERAL CAUSES
UMCOR UNDESIGNATED
UMCOR HUNGER COINS
WESLEY FOUNDATION
YOU ARE NOT ALONE (YANA)
RECONCILING MINISTIRES
INTERN MINISTRY PROGRAM
HELPING OUR NEIGHBORS
PASTORS DISCRETIONARY
TOTAL

$ 1,915.00
$ 6,412.65
$ 3,519.79
$ 3,000.00
$ 2,875.00
$ 291.58
$ 5,500.00
$ 3,170.11
$ 1,050.00
$ 28,814.82
$ 31,220.83
$ 46,042.35
$195,118.78

Christian & Isacksen Families
Eidson Family
Andreea Frew
Ruth Evelyn Graham
Nell Holland
John & Carol Holms
Lenora Holliday
David Houseman
Jongeward Family
Samantha Knight
Doris Lee
Myrta Messikommer
Claire Peek
Jeanne Plott
Russell Family
Gerry Schaberg
Mary Lou Sanderson
Jan Search
Kim & Larry Taylor
Triestram Family
Tindall Family
Janet Wydendorf

Prayer requests:
If you would like to share a prayer
request with our clergy and prayer
ministry team, please email Thom
Victor at tvictor@umc-kzo.org. If you
do not have access to email, you can
call the church at (269) 381-6340 and
leave a message. Prayer requests
need to be received by WEDNESDAY
at noon.

Page 3

Jubilee Fund Activities and Information
By FUMC Outreach Committee

At the 2019 District Conference, our District Superintendent announced that 2020 would be
a year of Jubilee for all Greater Southwest District churches. At its October meeting,
members of the District Leadership Team approved moving forward with a plan to release
churches from paying District Ministry Shares in 2020. This was done with the hope that
churches would use the funds they would normally contribute to underwriting the costs of
District efforts to organize, equip and engage churches in Southwest Michigan to invest in a
mission or outreach program. Churches were invited to try something new, expand existing
ministries or partner with other United Methodist Churches in their area. At the next District
Conference, congregations will have an opportunity to share what they did with the funds
they invested during the Year of Jubilee so that we can all celebrate and be inspired.
The parameters of this initiative were kept broad so that each congregation could discern its
own vision. Congregations were encouraged to dream some God-sized dreams and let the
Holy Spirit guide their church to seek out new ways to witness to the presence of Jesus Christ
at work in the world through acts of compassion, justice, worship and devotion.
FUMC Year of Jubilee donations from total available: $8,926.21
$826.21 went to Kalamazoo Valley Habitat for Humanity for personal protective
equipment.
$4,300.00 went to Open Doors Kalamazoo for rent relief.
$250.00 went to YWCA of Kalamazoo to organize their donations as less volunteers are
able to go in person and help them.
$3,519.79 went to ISAAC to specifically support their anti-racism work. This includes
clergy development, task forces or affinity antiracism work.

Special Offerings
as of February 6, 2021
2021 Special Offerings
Human Relations Sunday

$205.00

2020 Special Offerings
Human Relations Sunday
$382.00
UMCOR Sunday
$1,755.00
Easter Offering
$7,120.00
Native American Sunday
$635.00
Peace with Justice Sunday
$315.00
Justice Team Michigan United/ISAAC
$1,480.00
ASP Sunday Youth Missions
$1,455.00
World Communion Sunday
$55.00
Christmas Offering
$14,357.00
UMW Sunday
$30.00
UM Student Day
$50.00
-November Mission of the Month: Ministry
with Community
$75.00
-December Mission of the Month: Salvation
Army Angel Tree
$615.00
-Loaves & Fishes
$4,320.00
Christmas Offering Allocations
Wesley Foundation
$5,000.00
Justice for Our Neighbors
$3,119.00
Helping Our Neighbors
$3,119.00
Growing Hope Globally
$3,119.00

Thank You to Our Outgoing Lay Leader
and Welcome to Our New Lay Leader
Jonathan Richardson has served faithfully as our lay leader
for the last two years. We are grateful for his leadership that
brought us wonderful laity Sundays with thoughtful messages.
Jonathan has a deep love for his church and has always
challenged us to live into our potential to share God’s love
with a broad and inclusive community. Jonathan, thank you for
your leadership. We will all look forward to the continued
ways that you will share your gifts and presence.
Tammy Eaton has accepted the invitation to be our new lay
leader and we are excited to participate in the ways that she
will help us to live into the mission and vision of our church.
Tammy is a teacher at Kalamazoo Christian High School.
Tammy brings passion, intellect and curiosity into any project,
team or class that she is engaged with and committed to. She
has served on the Staff Parish Relations Committee for
multiple years, she has taught multiple Sunday classes and I
had the honor of finishing more than 100 pies with her this fall
in the parking lot with the Youth Tribe. Tammy, thank you for
stepping into this role and serving with your prayers,
presence, gifts, service and witness.

Access to the Church
Building
For the time being, we are asking that
you make an appointment if you need
access to the church building. We are
still trying to limit the number of people
who come into the building as we want
to make sure that all who are entering
are staying safe. We thank you for your
help in making the church building as
safe as possible for all who enter.
Please contact Ruth, rlamachia@umckzo.org, to schedule an appointment.
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Celebrating Our Ministries:
Costa Rica Mission Update
Information provided by Susan Eden
Though Covid-19 has prevented our church's
annual mission trip to the Methodist
Children's Home in Coronado, Costa Rica
from taking place, we are still able to support
the children, staff and volunteers thanks to
the generosity of our congregation.
Thanks to a donation from the Dick Knapp
Major Projects Fund of FUMC, the Children's
Home received much needed assistance in
purchasing school items including new shoes
and required school uniforms for the
students.
The Children's Home has had a hard year due
to the pandemic, but missionary Lidia Zirkel
shared that God has appeared to them in
wonderful ways at times of need.

More good news--especially for those who
have visited the Children's Home--is that
construction of the multi-purpose room is
now finished. One of its uses will be
housing a school for the children. (Due to
the pandemic, they will now be providing
schooling on the property.) They have
hired four teachers who were laid off from
the Methodist School to teach at the
Children's Home. Lidia wanted our
congregation to know that our work on
previous mission trips was part of making
this happen.

Children & Families
Ministries
Calling all Preschoolers-3rd graders:
We invite you to join Ms. Julia on Zoom
following worship for a Godly Play story
each Sunday at 11am! Children are
invited to find a cozy and (hopefully) quiet
spot at home to settle down and spend
some time listening for God! Please
contact jlibrizzi@umc-kzo.org with any
questions and for access to the Zoom
link.

If you are interested in learning more
about the Methodist Children's Home or
making a donation to support their work,
please contact Susan Eden at
susan.eden@gmail.com.

Prayers were answered when homes were
found for the oldest children at the home.
Kimberly and Jefferson are now living with a
family in Alabama and Rachel and Elvis are
leaving soon to live in Pennsylvania. Please
keep the children in your prayers as they join
their new families.

Mission of the Month: February 2021
Items for Communities in Schools Kid's Closet
The Communities In Schools (CIS) Kids’ Closet is an important resource to make sure that
all kids can attend school every day, all day with confidence and dignity, ready to learn. It
can be hard to focus on learning if you’re uncomfortable or embarrassed, and it’s hard to
do classwork and homework without the right supplies. Students and school staff can
connect with the CIS Site Team at their school to request basic items of clothing, school
supplies or personal care products that are needed.
Currently, Kid's Closet needs the following items:
Women's Deodorant (full size)
Toothpaste (full size)
Conditioner (large bottles)
Spiral Notebooks
Girls' Leggings (new, all sizes)

Dream Team Prayer
Corner
The Dream Team asks you to lift up in
prayer the many people connected to the
safe and affordable housing issues in our
community. Please join us in praying for
protection of all of the people who are
without a safe place to call home. Offer
praise for the people who are addressing
the housing shortage and for those who
are responding to emergency housing
repairs during these cold winter weeks.
Give thanks for all of the people who are
safely housed and pray that they will be
led to give generously to help solve the
housing challenge in Kalamazoo.

Items may be placed in the Mission of the Month box located between the two sets of
doors off of the parking lot.

Church Council: February 23 Meeting

The First Word for
March

Members of the congregation are welcome and encouraged to attend the next Church
Council meeting, which will take place on Zoom on Tuesday, February 23 from 6:30-8pm.
The Church Council membership is comprised of Church leaders from ministry teams and
administrative committees, clergy, directors and other lay members holding leadership
positions. Any member of the congregation may have a voice, but only Church Council
members may vote on decision items. To learn more about Church Council or to request
the Zoom link, please contact Co-Chairpersons, Karen Hassevoort
(khassevoort@gmail.com) and Vickie Winfield (vandcwinfield@aol.com).

Articles for the next issue are due no
later than March 8, 2021. The next
newsletter will be mailed the week of
March 15. Articles submitted to the
newsletter should be sent to Bethany
Gauthier at bgauthier@umc-kzo.org.
Articles may be edited for space and
content.

