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Dear Friends,
A long time ago, I used to run track and cross country. I never really had a love for running,
I ran because it was a good way to keep in shape for basketball and cross country was
quite fun from a social perspective. When I ran, I was always looking for the finish line. As
we continue to live through this pandemic, I am looking for the finish line and I know I am
not alone. I listened to a broadcast on NPR the other day and it was stated that the
exhausting reality of this pandemic is that the finish line is always moving. This has
resonated in my head and my heart. It is hard to stay in the race with perseverance when
it seems just as we have covered some ground, the finish line moves. Read Isaiah 40:31
from the Passion Translation:
But those who wait for Yahweh’s grace
will experience divine strength.
They will rise up on soaring wings and fly like eagles,
run their race without growing weary,
and walk through life without giving up.
This version resonates with my head, my heart, and my spirit. We are waiting for God’s
grace, even as we experience God’s grace. In this wait, as we search for a pandemic finish
line, we need to be creative and furtive in seeking Divine strength. We must encourage one
another with spirit and alongside the transforming Holy Spirit that enables a rising and a
renewing each day. Without giving up, we commit ourselves to walk through life. It has
been a long haul and I am grateful that you all have been faithful to this church
community, its ministries, and its people. Let us keep in the race, with grace and hope.
We are still discerning each week if, when and how events, programs and ministries can be
enacted in person along with all the ministries that are online. We ask you to keep walking
with us in hope. As summer months draw closer, we continue to envision more
opportunities for gathering safely while still caring for the well-being of our community.
Please encourage people to get vaccinated, so we can be healthy together. Our Lay Leaders,
Donna Dunyak and Tammy Eaton have offered several listening sessions for the sharing of
hopes and concerns as we contemplate our ministries both in person and online. If you
missed these, there will be more offered, and you may also contact them by email at
dsdunyak@gmail.com and teaton@kcsa.org.
May God’s Peace be yours,
Pastor Julie
P.S. Since the writing of this
note, the finish line has
moved again! Although,
Kalamazoo County still
needs to proceed with
caution because of our
number of cases and
hospitalizations. Keep
praying for all of us as we
plan for continued
ministries both online and
in-person.

May Mission of the Month:
WMU Seita Scholars
May is National Foster Care Awareness
Month and nationwide, less than 5% of
youth who have been in the foster care
system successfully complete college.
The Seita Scholars Program at WMU is
part of an initiative helping to create
transitions for students age 18-25 who
have aged out of the foster system.
The program relies significantly on
individuals and organizations
throughout the community to provide
for the personal needs of the students.
Join us in helping to meet their needs
by purchasing any of these items and
placing them in the Mission of the
Month box in the church entryway:
Laundry detergent
Dryer sheets
Hand sanitizer
Toilet paper
Full size shampoo
Full size body wash or lotion
Deodorant
To make a monetary donation, please
donate online or write Seita Scholars in
your check memo line.

June Mission of the Month:
First Day Shoe Fund
Once again, our June Mission of the
month will be the sponsorship of shoes
for the children of Spring Valley
Elementary. This is a $2,000
commitment and our UMW has already
committed $500 toward that goal. Join
us in providing new gym shoes for 235250 children at our adopted school by
writing a check with First Day Shoe Fund
in the memo line or by donating online
to the June Mission of the Month.
New shoes help foster self esteem,
allow full participation in gym and
sports while fulfilling a need that
parents may not be able to afford.
Please consider helping the children at
Spring Valley put their best foot forward
when they return to school in August!
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Pastor Keith Treman Announces Retirement
Pastor Keith Treman, who has a long and
loving relationship with Kalamazoo First,
has announced that he will retire for a
second time on June 22. He will leave his
position as our Director of Congregational
Care which he accepted in August 2016,
following his retirement from his charge
from Portland, Michigan.
Keith began his career in service to the
Methodist Church while he was still a
seminary student at Garrett Evangelical
Theological Seminary when he was called
to serve at the church in Wedron, Illinois as
their first full-time pastor. Following that
charge, Keith served a short time in Ohio
after he and Colleen were married. Colleen
served as a deacon there while Keith
served a two-point charge for six months.
After graduation, Keith and Colleen
returned to Michigan. The churches of
Whitehall and Claybanks, Michigan were
blessed by Keith’s service. During his five
years there, Keith oversaw successful
building programs in both churches. Keith
responded positively when he received a
call from Royal Synwolt, senior pastor at
Kalamazoo First. Keith knew Royal from
Royal’s time at Muskegon Central United
Methodist Church which is a hop, skip and
a jump from Whitehall. Seeing Kalamazoo
First as a good fit, Keith and Colleen made
the move. Keith served here as our Pastor
of Membership and Evangelism for seven
and a half years from July 1990 to January
1998. We were blessed by Keith’s service
as well as that of Colleen, who was very
involved with our children’s ministry.

leaders for the travel company
Educational Opportunities. They've been
blessed to specialize in trips to the Holy
Lands and both enjoy traveling and
working with the travel groups. Plus, travel
offers Keith great opportunities to engage
in his photography hobby. Retirement will
also allow more time for family. Keith and
Colleen have two sons, Kevin in Eaton
Rapids and Nathan in Grand Rapids.
Keith has done great work in developing
the ministry for our more mature
members. The annual Eighty Plus
Luncheon has been one of the highlights,
but probably more important was the
weekly contact that Keith worked so hard
to maintain. The pandemic created a great
stumbling block to Keith’s ministry, not
being able to be face to face with the
people he served, but Keith persisted and
maintained connections with “his people."
Keith credits the First Church staff with
helping him to continue his ministry,
especially with the difficulties created by
Covid. Keith’s work as Director of Pastoral
Care will be missed.
As a gift to Keith and Colleen, we invite
members to send notes and cards to the
Tremans. Please send them to the church
by June 13, 2021.
The Tremans
c/o First United Methodist Church
212 S. Park Street
Kalamazoo, MI 49001

In 1998, Keith received a call to serve the
church in Sturgis, Michigan where he spent
ten years. His last charge was in Portland,
Michigan where he served for seven years.
Upon his retirement from full-time
ministry, Keith and Colleen returned to the
Kalamazoo area and Keith re-joined our
staff as part-time Director of
Congregational Care in 2016.
Keith plans to continue doing volunteer
ministry work after his second retirement.
His interest in photography and gardening
will also be high priorities. He and Colleen
plan to continue their role as group

All Of Us Campaign: A Week a Action for Citizenship for All
National Justice for Our Neighbors has joined UMC Church and Society for a Week of
Action with the All of Us campaign from June 7-14, 2021. Both organizations will work to
mobilize their communities and engage legislators to create permanent pathways to
citizenship for all 11 million undocumented immigrants in the United States. With
undocumented communities at the center of this network-wide advocacy initiative, they
are organizing teams to lobby legislators in as many states as they can for this week of
action. They also aim to have op-eds written by JFON site leadership, clients and faith
leaders and build their capacity to host virtual prayer vigils and engage in social media.
Their advocacy efforts will center the voices and imaginations of immigrants to determine
a future where everyone can thrive. Learn more at njfon.org and umcjustice.org.

Our Sympathy and Prayers
to the Family and Friends of:
Robin Clegg, who died on April 17.

Please keep these friends
in your prayers:
Fred and Lana Allen
Dana Anderson
Nina Baker
Wanda Boekhout
Harriet & Don Chalker
Clegg Family
Andreea Frew
Ruth Evelyn Graham
Nell Holland
Hurley Family
John & Carol Holms
Deanna & Sara House
Lenora Holliday
David Houseman
Jongeward Family
Samantha Knight
Doris Lee
Ellen McDonald
Bob McClelland
Myrta Messikommer
Jeanne Plott
Mary Lou Sanderson
Gerry Schaberg
Jan Search
Bev Siemers
Chris Uggen & Family
Janet Wydendorf

Prayer requests:
If you would like to share a prayer
request with our clergy and prayer
ministry team, please visit
bit.ly/FUMCPrayers. If you do not have
internet access, please call the church
at (269) 381-6340 and leave a
message. Prayer requests
need to be received each WEDNESDAY
by noon for inclusion in our weekly list
for the prayer ministry team.
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First United Methodist Church Staff Spotlight
While we continue to gather virtually, we are taking time to connect as we feature two
members of our FUMC staff each month. Throughout this eventful past year, our staff has
risen to challenges thrown their way and we are grateful to have a strong team to support
our mission and congregation. On behalf of the Staff-Parish Relations Committee (SPRC),
we encourage you to share your support of our FUMC staff. Cards and emails are welcome!
Amy Evans, Financial Assistant, aevans@umc-kzo.org
Amy started at FUMC as the Contributions Assistant in July 2019 and became the Financial
Assistant in November 2019. Amy’s work involves accounts receivables (donations),
accounts payable (paying bills) and payroll (paying staff). Previously, Amy assisted
nonprofits, communities and businesses with affordable housing, community development
and economic development funding needs and shares her expertise as a member of the
Dream Team. Amy is married (to Dan) with children - Nathan (studying journalism at MSU),
Keira (a high school freshman) and Serenity (a 7th grader).
Amy has an AA in Business Administration/Accounting from Kellogg Community College
and a BA in Sociology/Social Psychology with a minor in Social Work from Western
Michigan University. Amy has a mind for business and a heart for helping people. She
enjoys tree bathing, reading, photography, traveling, home decorating/organizing and tiny
homes. During the pandemic, Amy has spent many hours reading, supporting remote
learning, rearranging her home office multiple times and dreaming of world peace,
traveling and tiny house living someday.
Note from Ruth LaMachia, Director of Business Administration: We are sad to say that Amy has
taken another position with the State of Michigan and will be leaving at the end of May. We
want to thank her for her hard work for the church, especially when her position changed
when Curt Flowers passed away unexpectedly. Having her on staff during that transition
was a great help to all. We will all miss her very much and wish her the best!
Amy Evans

Vickee Seals

Vickee Seals, Custodian, vseals@umc-kzo.org
Vickee moved with her family to Kalamazoo at the age of 4. In 1971, when she was a
third grader, they joined First United Methodist Church of Kalamazoo. One of her earliest
happy memories at church was the annual father-daughter dance. During her elementary
and teen years, she played hand bells and participated in the youth choir and the
children’s musical. All of those groups were led by Georgia Woolrich.
Vickee’s mother gave her children the gift of music and the gift of valuing education.
In recent years, Vickee has been in the Chancel Choir and the hand bell choir. As a
part of her interest in education and mission outreach, Vickee worked for a year in
San Juan, Puerto Rico, at an international Methodist school. For her, the highlight of
the job there was working with three-year-olds. On the weekends, she was the boarding
school's teen supervisor. On Saturdays, they would take the students all over the island,
which gave Vickee a chance to see different natural areas and cultural sights.
Although she has worked in different volunteer and paid capacities at the church,
including going on ASP trips with the youth, Vickee is currently the church’s lead
custodian. Off the job, she enjoys the outdoors, especially kayaking. She has four
children and many grandchildren.

Peace with Justice Sunday: May 30, 2021
One of six churchwide Special Sundays with offerings of The United Methodist Church,
Peace with Justice Sunday enables The United Methodist Church to have a voice in
advocating for peace and justice through a broad spectrum of global programs. The special
offering benefits peace with justice ministries in the annual conference and through the
General Board of Church and Society. Please consider a donation to help change lives. You
can donate online or include Peace with Justice in your check memo line.

Finance Committee
By Sandy Gower
Finance Committee Chair
As we enter this spring season, I am
hopeful that we are moving towards a
return to more normal life and
perhaps even returning to in person
worship. I am cautiously optimistic
that our finances will remain stable as
we navigate the unknowns of the next
few months. In March our income
was $70,448 with expenses of
$95,421 leaving us a year-to-date
balance in the General Fund of
$9,609. March expenses were higher
due to a three-payday month.You are
a generous congregation and we are
truly blessed to have all of you as part
of community.

Special Offerings
as of May 8, 2021
FUMC Special Offerings
Human Relations Sunday
$285.00
UMCOR Sunday
$1155.00
Easter Offering
$8669.25
Native American Sunday
$330.55
Peace with Justice Sunday
$50.00
Justice Team Michigan United/ISAAC
$0.00
ASP Sunday Youth Missions
$0.00
World Communion Sunday
$100.00
Christmas Offering
$900.00
UMW Sunday
$0.00
UM Student Day
$50.00
YANA
$0.00
Michigan Conference Special Offering
Christian Education Sunday
$50.00

Access to the Church
Building
For the time being, we are asking that
you make an appointment if you need
access to the church building. We are
still trying to limit the number of people
who come into the building as we want
to make sure that all who are entering
are staying safe. We thank you for your
help in making the church building as
safe as possible for all who enter.
Please contact Ruth, rlamachia@umckzo.org, to schedule an appointment.
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Celebrating Our Ministries
Manna: Young Adult
Ministries
By Rev. Matt Weiler
The young adult ministry has recently
adapted the name “Manna” while reading
through Dan Erlander’s biblical
interpretation in graphic novel form, Manna
and Mercy: God’s Unfolding Plan to Mend the
Entire Universe. Central to the book is the
event of the Hebrew people crossing the
sea, away from slavery and into God’s
promises. In the story we learn that God is
teaching a people how to live and forming
their collective identity through the gift of
manna. Without the gift of manna, a people
would have remained scattered, trapped
endlessly in the wilderness, and left feeling
that their escape from slavery was
meaningless. Manna gave meaning to their
lives and provided a way to move forward.
Manna turned a wilderness period into a
story that gave meaning and formed
identity.
Every Wednesday evening since early
December, a small group of Young Adults
have been meeting on Zoom. In this space
they study the scriptures through Manna and
Mercy, discern together how God is calling
them to live in the midst of our current
world, tell stories and make meaning out of
this Pandemic-Wilderness period we are all
experiencing in the present moment. The
group very coincidently were studying the
story of the manna/wilderness event while in
the process of discerning a name more
creative than Young Adult Fellowship. The
manna experience was one that resonated
with present lived experience and the group
very quickly discerned that it was a title
which named accurately the work and
presence of God in the Young Adult
Community.
“Manna…” writes one participant, “…is a
group of young adults who hold the spirit

of Christ in them and want to strengthen
their community of love. We dive into
deeper meanings of scripture through a
book describing Manna and we learn
together what it means to be true
disciples of God. I love this time because
it’s a space where I am able to be
vulnerable, curious and authentic with
genuine people and without the fear of
being wrong. To walk through the
discovery of faith with other people is an
amazing gift.”
Manna is a space for community and it is
a space where young adults grow in their
faith and have the freedom to be who
they are. Another participant states, “I
participate in Manna because I feel like it
is helping me to grow emotionally and
spiritually. The group is so open and
accepting and you immediately know
that these people care about you and
want to see you thrive.”
As the weather is improving and many
Young Adults are now vaccinated, Manna
will be moving outdoors for upcoming
meetings and plans to continue meeting
through the summer. Prayer, story telling
and studying the scriptures will remain
the central focus of the group’s time
together, but will unfold around bonfires
or walks on the Kalamazoo River Valley
Trail. The group is also planning on a
summer Kayak Trip and some are serving
as camp staff at Wesley Woods High
School camp this summer with Pastor
Matt and Deacon Cara Weiler.

Dream Team Prayer
Corner
Prayer for Homelessness and
Inadequate Housing
Dear God,
Watch over your children, especially
those with no homes to return to at the
end of long and weary days. Protect them
from all harm and keep them from
despair. Open the hearts and eyes of
those of us with blessings to share. Unite
our voices in a call for justice: So that no
man need ever lay down for the night on
a wooden park bench because he has no
home; So that no woman need ever tuck
her children into the backseat of her car
because she has no home; So that no
child need ever wonder, “Where will I feel
safe?” because he or she has no home;
So that all those who wander and all who
are in need, find the shelter and the
peace they seek. Remind us, O God, that
we cannot rest fully secure in our homes
each night until all your children are, at
last, home.
Amen.

Pastor Matt Weiler and Global Mission
Fellow, Kathryn Sappington, co-facilitate
Manna every Wednesday evening at
6:30pm. All Young Adults, ages 18-35, are
invited to participate. Pastor Matt sends
a weekly communication along with
scheduled meeting places and themes. If
you would like to be included in this
mailing, email Pastor Matt at
mweiler@umc-kzo.org.

The First Word for June

Photo: A small group of Manna's young adults walking together at Asylum Lake.

Articles for the next issue are due no
later than June 14, 2021. The next
newsletter will be mailed the week of
June 21. Articles submitted to the
newsletter should be sent to Bethany
Gauthier at bgauthier@umc-kzo.org.
Articles may be edited for space and
content. We will recognize our
graduates in the June issue. If you have
a high school or college graduate (from
December through spring), help us
celebrate their accomplishment! Please
email Bethany with the following
information:
Graduate's name
School they've graduated from
Photo of the graduate
Thank you for helping us share this
good news!

