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Small Groups: Summer 2021 at FUMC
Our summer worship series is “The
Renewing Work of God” that centers on the
book written by Kristen Johnson Ingram
entitled “Beyond Words: 15 Ways of Doing
Prayer.” This book encourages us to find
intentional ways of praying through every
day actions. We are forming and continuing
several small groups as a way of doing
prayer together over the summer and
building community. These small groups are
fluid and not established. This means you
can join at any time and come frequently or
occasionally. Join a small group and make
some new friends, join some old friends and
do prayer with a renewed spirit. If you’d like
to establish a new small group, contact one
of our Pastors, Julie or Matt: jkline@umckzo.org or mweiler@umc-kzo.org. Small
groups will continue to form and existing
small groups will share current plans. Stay
tuned for more small group information!
Bible Study: This will be a three week
commitment to discuss the Book of Haggai,
and then, as a group, we can choose our
next study. To dive into Scripture, fellowship
and food, join Tammy Eaton at her house on
Saturdays at 6pm. Please text Tammy if you
are interested at (269) 377-5172.
Biking Beautiful Kalamazoo: Enjoy the
fresh air, exercise and God’s beauty around
us as we explore many of the bicycle trails in
the Kzoo/Portage area. We will meet at each
trailhead to begin together and distance
traveled is up to individuals. Biking will be
the FIRST and THIRD Monday of each
month. Email Dawn Wheaton for details at
dawheaton53@gmail.com.
Chancel Choir: Come on out to Flesher
Field on Thursdays at 7pm to share some
time of singing together in parts! We meet
most Thursdays near the gazebo. We
welcome you for this time of informal music
making that feeds our souls. Contact Jackie
at jstilger@umc-kzo.org for more
information.
Children and Families Ministries: Join our
family fun events! Swimming & Playground
Fun on July 14 from 6-8pm at Markin Glen
Park and Splash Pad Fun on August 18 from
6-8pm at River Oaks Park in Comstock. RSVP
to Julia at jlibrizzi@umc-kzo.org.
Cuppa Inspiration on Facebook Live:
Cuppa is an informal way of speaking of a
“cup of tea.” Join Pastor Julie on Wednesdays
at noon for a “Cuppa Inspiration.” This is a
short, small group experience that is
interactive on our Facebook page.
Dawn Patrol: is an intentionally diverse
group of men who meet each Wednesday at
9am on Zoom or in person. Their goal is
growing in an understanding about, not only
what it means to be a follower of Jesus in a
divided world, but also what Christians are
called to do to help bring an end to systemic
racism that still harms so many People of
Color. Contact Pastor Matt at mweiler@umckzo.org for more information.

Family Foundations: This group for parents
with small children is taking turns meeting
in each other’s backyard for family
fellowship most Wednesdays through the
summer at 6pm. Contact Magen at (269)
808-1778 or jeffmagenlindstrom@gmail.com
to learn more. This fellowship is for the
whole family, so please bring the kids!

Our Sympathy and Prayers
to the Family and Friends of:
Dave Arnold, who died on May 22.

Please keep these friends
in your prayers:

KLUMP (Kalamazoo League of United
Methodist Players): KLUMP softball's
season is now underway! Games will be on
Tuesday or Thursday nights at various times
(depending on the week) at Pathfinder
Church in Portage. This is a Co-Ed league for
anyone 13 and over. Contact Jay Gross at
jaynlaura5@gmail.com with any questions
and to access the schedule.

Fred and Lana Allen
Dana Anderson
Arnold Family

Manna: Young adults are invited to gather
with Pastor Matt on Wednesdays at 6:30pm
for “Manna.” In the Bible, Manna represents
God arriving to a people who were yet
discovering who they were. Manna was
God’s provision. Manna was God’s way of
teaching a people how to live and be
together. Manna was preparing them for
the journey ahead. Our Wednesday nights
are like Manna! Email Pastor Matt at
mweiler@umc-kzo.org to learn more.

Ruth Evelyn Graham
Nell Holland

Praise, Pickleball and Prayer (3P's group):
Want to play pickleball and share fellowship
at the same time? Dick and Carol Shilts are
hosting pickleball at their home on Thursday
evenings at 8:30pm. Please call to reserve a
spot as participation is limited by one court.
Paddles and balls will be provided. Call (269)
720-9638 to sign up and get more details.
Walking Group: Let's get out and walk! Join
Tammy Eaton at the Kalamazoo Christian
High School track, then we'll head to the
trails! Group currently plans to meet on
Tuesday and Thursday mornings at 8:30am.
Text Tammy at (269) 377-5172 if you are
interested and to confirm upcoming dates
and locations.
Yoga: Join us for yoga and prayer on
Wednesday mornings at 8am on Zoom. This
yoga is for every-body. It is most often a
gentle session that stretches our bodies and
reminds us to breathe. This is a video led
session from popular yoga websites. If you
are interested in connecting with this class,
email Pastor Julie at jkline@umc-kzo.org.

Nina Baker
Doris Ball
Wanda Boekhout
Harriet & Don Chalker
Andreea Frew

Hurley Family
John & Carol Holms
Deanna & Sara House
Lenora Holliday
David Houseman
Doris Lee
Ellen McDonald
Bob McClelland
Myrta Messikommer
Jeanne Plott
Gerry Schaberg
Jan Search
Bev Siemers
Chris Uggen & Family
Janet Wydendorf

Prayer requests:
If you would like to share a prayer
request with our clergy and prayer
ministry team, please visit
bit.ly/FUMCPrayers. If you do not have
internet access, please call the church at
(269) 381-6340 and leave a message.
Prayer requests need to be received
each WEDNESDAY by noon for
inclusion in our weekly list for the prayer
ministry team.

Access to the Church Building
For the time being, we are asking that
you continue to make an appointment if
you need access to the church building.
We are currently limiting the number of
people who come into the building to
ensure that all who are enter are staying
safe. Please call the church at
(269) 381-6340, Monday through
Thursday from 9am to 4pm, to
schedule an appointment.
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First United Methodist Church Staff Spotlight
Throughout this eventful past year and beyond, our staff has risen to challenges thrown
their way and we are grateful to have a strong team to support our mission and
congregation. On behalf of the Staff-Parish Relations Committee (SPRC), we encourage you
to share your support of our FUMC staff. Cards and emails are welcome!
Robin Entenman, Security and Parish Nurse
I have been at FUMC for almost 21 years. I joined the
membership rolls under Pastor Doug Vernon. My first Sunday,
Doug spoke on discipleship and I walked out of the sanctuary
and there was a table announcing a new class, Companions in
Christ, something that really caught my eye. The only problem
was that I worked from 3-11pm and the class was Thursday
evenings. So I went to my boss and asked if I could have
Thursday nights off, and she said "Well, I don't want to mess
with your soul." So I figured God wanted me at FUMC. I've been
on staff since 2011, doing security, office help and being the
Parish Nurse. I received my certification in 2006 for Faith
Community Nursing. I have been a nurse since 1976 (LPN 1976-1989 and RN 1989-present). I
feel God led me into nursing because I cannot remember a time I didn't want to be a nurse. I
am a Methodist, born and raised, my father was a a United Methodist Pastor for 40 years in
the Michigan Conference. I am an avid reader, love to go bike riding and would like to get
back into photography. I recently moved downtown and am enjoying it. I like to say I moved
from a three bedroom full basement and lots of land, to a one bedroom, no basement, no
land situation, keeps me out of trouble. I am also a caring committee co-chair who helps
keep track of our over 80 crowd.
Thom Victor, Assisting Partner in Ministry
A lifelong United Methodist, Thom has felt God’s call to serve
and volunteer in ministry in several capacities throughout the
years, including administrative, camping, educational, and
music ministries.
He attended Central Michigan University, where he was active in
the Wesley Foundation. After graduating with a bachelor’s
degree in International Relations, Thom moved to Atlanta, GA to
attend seminary at Candler School of Theology (Emory
University), where he most enjoyed interning as a hospital
Thom &
chaplain, and exploring the theology of disability. In addition to
Maggie
his studies, Thom served in music ministry, as praise band
director, guitarist, and gospel choir member.
Thom joined FUMC after returning home in 2014. Since 2016, Thom has served in a variety of
roles, as office assistant, security staff, pastoral care volunteer, tech troubleshooter and
facilitator of satellite services at The Fountains, Heritage Community and Friendship Village.
In his spare time, Thom enjoys working on computers, playing guitar, photo and video
editing, hanging out with his cat sidekick Maggie and serving as a member of the Kalamazoo
Valley Habitat for Humanity Board of Directors.

Make a Difference with Helping Our Neighbors
Helping Our Neighbors is excited about what our ministry holds for us as we come out of a
global pandemic. Currently, we are searching for a Co-Leader to take over from Kathryn
Sappington as she goes on to pursue exciting challenges. This position will take around two to
three hours a week at the present time. As HON is a ministry that is affected by things like
government programs, eviction moratoriums and other societal happenings, this may get
heavier. The position would include attending a weekly meeting on Wednesday morning,
filling in for phone workers as necessary, attending monthly Outreach Team meetings and
partnering with 2-1-1 and other groups as necessary.
We also have openings for one or two telephone counselors. This involves returning phone
calls from the comfort of your home that come in one day a week. There may be anywhere
from two to ten calls to return. These calls could be about utility shut offs, evictions, move-in
expenses, funeral expenses or other concerns. You will receive step-by-step training with back
up from our weekly meetings. There is a tightly knit group of counselors available to help
answer any questions you may have.
Please notify Kim Taylor at scatkat1959@att.net, Ruth LaMachia at rlamachia@umc-kzo.org or
Kathryn Sappington at ksappington@umc-kzo.org to volunteer or ask questions.

Finance Committee

By Sandy Gower
Finance Committee Chair
The Church’s finances had a slight dip
in April. Our General Fund Income
was $55,063 with expenses of
$76,041, leaving a balance of
($11,369). We expect to receive our
annual contributions from the
trustees in June, which will bring us
back to a positive fund balance. We
are forever grateful for the generosity
of this congregation. Remember,
there are several options for giving,
mail (215 S. Park Street, Kalamazoo,
MI 49007), online through the website
(umc-kzo.org) or text (844) 937-0646.
I wish you all peace, health and love.

Special Offerings
As May 2021
FUMC Special Offerings
Human Relations Sunday
$285.00
UMCOR Sunday
$1155.00
Easter Offering
$8769.25
Native American Sunday
$355.00
Peace with Justice Sunday
$50.00
Justice Team Michigan United/ISAAC
$100.00
ASP Sunday Youth Missions
$0.00
World Communion Sunday
$100.00
Christmas Offering
$1000.00
UMW Sunday
$0.00
UM Student Day
$500.00
YANA
$300.00

June Mission of the Month:
First Day Shoe Fund
Once again, our June Mission of the
month will be the sponsorship of shoes
for the children of Spring Valley
Elementary. This is a $2,000
commitment and our UMW has already
committed $500 toward that goal. Join
us in providing new gym shoes for 235250 children at our adopted school by
writing a check with First Day Shoe Fund
in the memo line or by donating online
to the June Mission of the Month.
New shoes help foster self esteem,
allow full participation in gym and
sports while fulfilling a need that
parents may not be able to afford.
Please consider helping the children at
Spring Valley put their best foot forward
when they return to school in August!
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2021 Michigan Annual Conference
By Molly Williams

How can we sing the Lord’s song in a strange
land? The theme of the 2021 Michigan
Annual Conference of the United Methodist
Church was based on Psalm 137, uttered by
the exiles carried off to Babylon, where their
captors required them to sing joyful songs
from their distant homeland in Zion. This
question was addressed throughout the
Annual Conference in many contexts--the
challenge to all of us to continue singing
God’s song during these strange pandemic
times, or the challenge of indigenous people
or immigrant groups separated from their
heritage. One worship service was recorded
at Greensky Hill Indian UMC and another by
a Korean congregation in Troy. Rev. Dr.
Cynthia Wilson, an accomplished worship
leader, gospel singer and Grammy nominee,
led both a teaching session and a worship
experience illustrating that to understand
each other, we need to listen to and then
sing their songs as well as sharing our own.
Other worship services recognized those
who had died during the preceding year, or
acknowledged those who were pursuing
ordination as elders or deacons. The
ordination service itself was streamed on
Sunday, June 13, following the main
conference June 1-6.

The Annual Conference shared reports of
church activities and accomplishments,
overseas mission activities, local outreach
and recognition of individual
achievements. Although the conference
itself was virtual, occurring via Zoom
webinar, we nevertheless worshipped
together and conducted the annual
business of the church. Legislative
sessions addressed 20 proposed
resolutions, establishing salary and
benefits policies, budgets, continued
partnership with the Liberia Annual
Conference and several position
statements regarding antiracism/antibias,
church inclusiveness and the threat of
Christian Nationalism. Bishop David Bard
fixed the appointments of clergy. We are
delighted to report that our pastors Julie
Kline and Matt Weiler have again been
appointed to serve Kalamazoo First UMC
for another year. An ordained United
Methodist Deacon, Cara Weiler was reappointed to Communities in Schools of
Kalamazoo. Her appointment also
includes a non-staff connection with our
church.
It wasn’t possible to know how many were
in attendance at Annual Conference, but in
sessions in which voting took place, there
were approximately 1000 total votes cast.
From First United Methodist Church of
Kalamazoo, two dozen people (clergy, laity,
and retired clergy) were eligible to attend.
Additional information about the 2021
Annual Conference is available at this
website, 2021.michiganumc.org, where
documents and videos of individual
sessions and worship services can be
accessed.

2021 Rohs Scholarship
Recipients Announced

July 13: ISAAC Annual
Family Meeting

The First United Methodist Church of
Kalamazoo Trustees are pleased to
announce this year’s recipients of the Rohs
Scholarship. Each of these students
receives $1000 toward college expenses:

You are invited! Join ISAAC (Interfaith
Strategy for Advocacy & Action in the
Community) Kalamazoo for their Annual
Family Meeting on July 13 at 7pm on Zoom.
Tune in to hear about and celebrate the
Beloved Community work of ISAAC! The
Zoom meeting ID is 840 7708 4994 and
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84077084994 is
the meeting link. To learn more about
ISAAC and view upcoming events, visit
https://isaackalamazoo.org/.

Lukas Bolton
Kohler Briggs
Carly Braginton
Hannah Geerlings
Natalie Gross
Avery Strand

The First Word for July
Articles for the next issue are due by July 12, 2021. The
next newsletter will be mailed the week of July 19. Articles
can be sent to Bethany Gauthier at bgauthier@umc-kzo.org.
Submissions may be edited for space and content.

Dream Team Prayer Corner
Thank God for the Dream
accomplishments during the past two
years as we as a church have worked
with our partners to provide affordable
and safe housing for all. Praise God that
we have built a network of relationships
with both our housing partners and with
our neighbors. Pray to God for wisdom
in our decisions and planning as a team,
and for the ongoing generosity of our
church family as we continue to strive
for all in Kalamazoo to have a place to
call home.

July Mission of the Month:
Spring Valley Elementary
The children of Spring Valley are
anticipating their return to school in late
August after all of these months away
from their friends and teachers! Let's
help to welcome them back by
showering them with school supplies.
It is anticipated that Spring Valley will
have 375 students and it is our hope to
supply each child with the following
supplies:
A box of 24 Crayola crayons
A glue stick
An eraser
#2 pencils
Please donate any of these items in any
quantity by placing them in the Mission
of the Month box in the church
entryway. To make a monetary donation,
please donate online or write Spring
Valley Elementary in your check memo
line. All school supplies will be delivered
to Spring Valley by mid-August!

Thank you to each of you who
contributed to our May Mission of the
Month! The following items were
delivered to Peter Thompson, WMU
Seita Scholars coach:
72 rolls of toilet paper, 5 packages of
dryer sheets, 3 bottles of laundry
detergent, 336 laundry detergent pods,
8 full sized bottles of shampoo and 1 of
conditioner, 4 bottles of body wash, 10
small packages of kleenex, 55 bottles of
hand sanitizer and 2 tubes of
toothpaste.
Having aged out of the foster care
system, Seita scholars are incredibly
grateful for the support of the
Kalamazoo community as they continue
the path toward their degrees from
WMU. Thank you, FUMC family!
-The Outreach Team

