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Kalamazoo Service Project 2021 A Great Success
By Rev. Matt Weiler
During the week of July 26-30, 25 youth and 15+ adults came together for a week of service
around Kalamazoo and in our own church building! For the second year in a row, we chose
not to travel to Appalachia Service Project due to COVID safety concerns. During the week,
our young people built two ramps, harvested and weeded the Sunnyside Community
Garden, repaired several porches and stair steps with Building Blocks of Kalamazoo (one
of our Dream Fund partners), built a deck and set of stairs and completed much yard work
for one member—and painted the lower level of the church! A group of adults painted the
main level of the church with the experience and guidance of Andrew Lehman.
In addition to all the work that was accomplished, the week was filled with AntiBias, AntiRacist (ABAR) education, worship, deep reflection, discipleship and some very wet play.
The September First Word will include a much more robust accounting of this week, AND
we invite you to join us in worship (in-person or online) for our special annual KSP worship
service on September 26 where the youth and adults will tell the story of our week
together. Thank you for all of your prayers. Thank you to all who helped out for the week.
And thank you FUMC for your support of our youth and your commitment to service!

MI 1 Fellowship: Youth and Young Adult Residency
Beginning the week of August 23, Mandakini Brophy will begin a one year fellowship with
FUMC working directly with our Youth and Young Adult Ministries in the position of a
newly developed “Youth and Young Adult Residency.” The purpose of this fellowship is for
a young person with passion for ministries with young people to learn and to implement
leadership practices for sustaining and growing ministries with youth and young adults.
Mandakini will join the staff team during this year and receive direct supervision from
Pastor Matt Weiler, Pastor of Community Formation.
The MI 1 Fellowship is a new Michigan Conference
opportunity developed by our own Lisa Batten along with
Paul Perez, Michigan Conference Director of
Connectional Ministries. This is a program very similar to
—and working in conjunction with—the US2/Global
Mission Fellow program that we experienced with
Kathryn Sappington. The most notable differences
include a one year term and the recruitment of local
young adult leaders. Kalamazoo First UMC is a
congregation committed to the spiritual formation and
the inclusion of young people. This fellowship will provide
our congregation with the opportunity to nurture the
gifts and leadership of one of our own young adults, who
will, in turn, bring creativity and insight to our existing
ministries. Welcome to the staff, Mandakini! We are
grateful for you and hold your fellowship in our prayers!

Join Us for Worship
Wherever You Are
IN PERSON AT FUMC KALAMAZOO
Sundays at 10am in the Sanctuary
We ask that those who join us wear a
mask and sign in at the doors off the
parking lot. Please keep space from one
another and, as you exit, use the Park
Street doors and visit in the yard or
parking lot. Children and Family
Ministries Team members will be
available in the family room (located on
the way to the balcony) for families who
would like to bring their children for the
fellowship of play. Children are
welcome in the sanctuary as well.
LIVESTREAM ONLINE WORSHIP
Join the livestream on Sundays at 10am
You can access our online livestream
worship at https://www.umckzo.org/live/ or on YouTube at
https://www.youtube.com/c/Kalamazoo
FirstUnitedMethodistChurch/. Watching
on YouTube allows you to make
comments and connect to others who
are worshipping online.
ON DEMAND ONLINE WORSHIP
Access past services 24/7 online
For your convenience, past services are
available on our website or on
YouTube.
SUNDAY SATELLITE SERVICES
-Heritage Community: 3pm in the Bistro
-The Fountains at Bronson Place: 4pm in
the auditorium
-Friendship Village: 6:30pm in the KIVA
We are happy to celebrate with one
another again and invite retirement
community residents to join us for
worship. Residents of Friendship Village
and the Fountains should sign up with
their respective activity coordinator.
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Tuesday Morning Spiritual
Growth Opportunity

Help Prepare the Food
Pantry for Reopening

Please keep these friends
in your prayers:

The Tuesday morning spiritual growth
book group is ready to come back to the
church in person and ready to add new
members!

Can you contribute to our Change the
World offering to help prepare for the
reopening of our Bronson Park Food Pantry
next month? Please drop off any of the
following items (that Kalamazoo Loaves &
Fishes is unable to supply) to the box in the
church entryway and thank you for your
support!

Fred and Lana Allen

Traditionally, we have had a Bible study in
the fall for six weeks, followed by a
monthly book discussion of a current book
for the rest of the year. This year’s Bible
Study will be of Adam Hamilton’s Words of
Life: Jesus and the Promise of the Ten
Commandments Today. Emphasis will be on
the word “Today.” We will begin on
September 21 and end on October 26. The
group will meet in the chapel at 10am and
masks will be required.

Jugs of laundry detergent
Small bottles of dish soap
Toothpaste and toothbrushes
Bath bars

Nina Baker
Doris Ball
Wanda Boekhout
Harriet & Don Chalker
Andreea Frew
Ruth Evelyn Graham
Nell Holland
John & Carol Holms
Deanna & Sara House
Lenora Holliday
David Houseman
Doris Lee
Ellen McDonald

The books cost $15 and should be bought
in advance so that chapters 1 and 2 can be
read before the first session. Please
contact Miriam at (269) 267-2909, Nancy at
(269) 370-1406 or Jan at (269) 342-4092
and they'll get a copy of the book to you.

Bob McClelland
Myrta Messikommer
Jeanne Plott
Mary Lou Sanders
Jan Search

Come join us and add your understandings
to our quest for spiritual growth. We are
eager to welcome you.

In this book of Scripture and inspiration,
bestselling author Adam Hamilton brings
modern eyes to the most important set of
ethics in history. He considers the
commandments in their historical context,
considering the meaning of each
commandment in Hebrew, unpacking how
Jesus reinterpreted them, and showing
how every thou-shalt-not was intended to
point to a life-giving “thou shalt.” He also
explores how the latest research in science
and psychology illuminates these
commandments, rightly understood, as a
way of ordering one's life beautifully in the
present day. In a culture marked by
workaholism, materialism, and social
media-driven envy, God has given us a
time-tested path that leads to gratitude,
confidence and peace.

Bruce & Maggie Binns

Hurley Family

The study’s leaders, Miriam Downey,
Nancy Hyde and Jan Baker, have found the
book to be quite inspiring and are eager to
share it. Each session will begin with a
quiet meditation followed by a discussion
of the chapters under consideration.

Words of Life: Jesus and the Promise of
the Ten Commandments Today
Nearly everyone has heard of the Ten
Commandments, the list of “thou-shaltnots” found in the Bible. Jesus saw these
commandments not as onerous burdens,
but as guideposts to help us experience a
good and beautiful life. These ten ancient
“words” were given to us by a loving God
who longed to set safe boundaries, create
order out of chaos, help communities live
peacefully and protect us—often from
ourselves.

Dana Anderson

Kim & Larry Taylor
Chris Uggen & Family
Kathy Winchell
Keene & Liza Wolfe

You're Invited to Join our
FUMC Prayer Group

For those who would like to take part, you
are welcome to pray over our
congregation, our community and our
world every other Monday at 11am. This is
a hybrid event that will take place at FUMC
Kalamazoo in the Parlor on online via
Zoom. Please contact Robin Entenman
(rentenman@umc-kzo.org) and Vickee
Seals (vseals@umc-kzo.org) for more
information and access to the Zoom link.
The next meeting is scheduled for
Monday, August 23 at 11am.

Sunday Greeters Needed!
Now that in person worship has resumed,
we are in need of greeters to welcome
those who join us each Sunday. We will
need at least two volunteers for each
service. Greeters need to arrive by 9:45am
and will typically be stationed near the
parking lot doors. To ensure hospitality and
protection for all vulnerable populations,
greeters will be masked. If you would like to
serve as a greeter, please contact Ruth at
rlamachia@umc-kzo.org or (269) 381-6340.

Janet Wydendorf

Prayer requests:
If you would like to share a prayer
request with our clergy and prayer
ministry team, please visit
bit.ly/FUMCPrayers. If you do not have
internet access, please call the church
at (269) 381-6340 and leave a
message. Prayer requests
need to be received each THURSDAY
by noon for inclusion in our weekly list
for the prayer ministry team.
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First United Methodist Church Staff Spotlight
Throughout this eventful past year and beyond, our staff has risen to the challenges
thrown their way and we are grateful to have a strong team to support our mission and
congregation. On behalf of the Staff-Parish Relations Committee (SPRC), we encourage you
to share your support of our FUMC staff. Cards and emails are welcome!
Bethany Gauthier, Communications Coordinator, bgauthier@umc-kzo.org
Bethany joined our staff in 2020 to share the story of FUMC Kalamazoo and all the
wonderful ways our congregation works together to help the community. She grew up near
Hickory Corners and earned her Bachelor of Arts in Creative Writing and Master of Fine
Arts in Playwriting from Western Michigan University. She has worked in arts marketing
and health care marketing and, in recent years, has spent a lot of time on digital marketing
and social media. In her spare time, she loves to read, watch movies and go for
neighborhood walks with her family. She’s proud to call Kalamazoo home with her
husband, two children and their Boston Terriers, Otis and Elmer.
Bethany Gauthier

Finance Committee
By Sandy Gower
Finance Committee Chair
In June our General Fund income was
$67,988.53 with expenses of
$74,019.9 leaving us with a fund
balance of $66,639.32. Overall, our
income and expenses are in line with
what we anticipated in the budget.
We are truly a blessed and generous
congregation.
I wish you all peace, health and love.

Austen Rial

Special Offerings
as of July 2021

Austen Rial, Building Maintenance, arial@umc-kzo.org
Austen began working at First Church in September of 2017. Because he has many skills,
he was hired to provide maintenance for the building. This has included painting, preparing
concrete for tile work, as well as making numerous small repairs. In addition, Austen has
received training from Building Restoration on tuck pointing the exterior of the building
and working with grout.
According to Austen, because the building is so large, it has taken time to get acquainted
with the layout. He now feels he understands the hows and whys of the church building
and that helps him prioritize the tasks he needs to do.
In his free time, he enjoys spending time with his young daughter. He also likes fishing,
working on his car and relaxing with friends.

2021 Rally for Equality with OutFront Kalamazoo
Over the past eighteen months, the health and economic crisis has raised awareness about
existing inequalities and disparities experienced by the LGBTQ+ community in all areas of
life: health, employment, education, housing and more. This increased awareness is
challenging communities to talk openly and honestly about equity and justice. OutFront
Kalamazoo invites our community to gather together, to re-energize, reunite and raise our
voices to demand change on Saturday, September 18 from 11am to 2pm in Bronson Park.
If you plan to attend, OutFront Kalamazoo encourages you to sign up at
www.outfrontkzoo.org/rallyforequality so they know how many people to expect and to help
keep attendees updated as event details are added.
This is a partial list of confirmed
event speakers and more will
likely be added as the event
nears:
-David Anderson, Mayor of
Kalamazoo
-Patrese Griffin, Vice Mayor of
Kalamazoo
-Dr. Grace Lubwama, CEO, YWCA
Kalamazoo
-Amy Hunter, Executive Director,
OutFront Kalamazoo
-Michigan State Senator Sean
McCann

FUMC Special Offerings
Human Relations Sunday
$285.00
UMCOR Sunday
$1155.00
Easter Offering
$8669.25
Native American Sunday
$355.55
Peace with Justice Sunday
$250.00
Justice Team Michigan United/ISAAC
$1342.17
ASP Sunday Youth Missions
$0.00
World Communion Sunday
$100.00
Christmas Offering
$900.00
UMW Sunday
$0.00
UM Student Day
$500.00
YANA
$0.00

Michigan Conference Special Offering
Christian Education Sunday
$50.00

Access to the Church Building
For the time being, we are asking that
you make an appointment if you need
access to the church building. We are
currently limiting the number of people
who come into the building to ensure
that all who enter are staying safe. We
thank you for your help in making the
church building as safe as possible for
all who enter. Please call the church at
(269) 381-6340, Monday through
Thursday from 9:30am to 3:30pm, to
schedule an appointment. (Outside of
those hours, you are welcome to leave a
message and someone will get back to
you as soon as they're able.)
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FUMC Members Provide
Support for Kalamazoo's
Unhoused Populations
Information Provided by Tim Mullikin
As disciples of Jesus Christ, we are
committed to serving our neighbors. Here in
Kalamazoo, we have an unhoused
population in need of resources and we are
devoted to finding ways to best serve our
neighbors and our community.
Before the pandemic began in 2020, meals
were served weekly in Wesley Hall at FUMC
as part of You Are Not Alone (YANA) under
the coordination of Ray Sweany. Though we
hope to resume YANA as soon as it is safe to
do so, COVID-19 prompted flexibility as we
had to find new ways to help our neighbors.
During the cold winter months, Dick Shilts
learned about sleeping bag coats and, with
members of Helping Our Neighbors and
other volunteers, the coats were purchased
and over 125 distributed, along with Mr.
Buddy heaters and propane tanks, to
provide warmth to encampment residents.
Tim Mullikin assisted Dick, Ray and other
volunteers in this important endeavor.
In early 2021, the Hotel Intervention Project
(HIP) was launched to address the lack of
affordable housing in Kalamazoo. Multiple
local agencies oversaw this collaborative
effort to provide shelter for up to 125
unhoused individuals who had been staying
at outdoor encampments. During the HIP,
local restaurants and shelters provided
meals to residents and Tim worked with
Open Doors of Kalamazoo to help schedule
volunteers to deliver the meals. In addition
to assistance from Tim and other volunteers,
FUMC member Wendy Woods took on many
deliveries and her efforts were greatly
appreciated by the hotel residents.
Initially scheduled through May 2021, the
Hotel Intervention Project was extended
through July. When the Hotel Intervention
Project concluded, some residents found
new housing with assistance from local
agencies, some moved to shelters and some
returned to an encampment. While at the
encampments, Tim has gotten to know some
of the families personally and says, "It pulls

at my heartstrings to see what's going
on. I wish I could do more, but I can't."
As we try to assist as many people as we
can, collaboration is key. Another local
group we've been working with is the
Kalamazoo Coalition for the Homeless.
The group is comprised of "individuals
and organizations together to coordinate
efforts, increase impact and empower
change among the unhoused population
in the Kalamazoo area" and
communicates largely through their
public Facebook group with 3,700+
members. In December 2020, they
started a page through the Meal Train
website where volunteers sign up to
provide meals to encampment residents.
At present, Tim and a group of
volunteers have been gathering in our
kitchen weekly to prepare up to 100 hot
dinners to support the Kalamazoo
Coalition in their encampment outreach.
Each Thursday, Tim needs assistance
preparing the meal beginning at 1pm
that day in our FUMC kitchen. He could
also use assistance in delivering the
meals to the encampment, starting at
4pm each Thursday. If you can help,
please email Tim at
mullikintimothy@gmail.com for details.
Though the work is not always easy, Tim
is quick to stress how much he
appreciates the church and "their
support of what we're trying to do here."
We are grateful for all who have
contributed to these efforts, in a variety
of different ways. Thank you for serving
our neighbors and please keep them in
your prayers.
In addition to volunteers, donations are
also appreciated for this community
service. To donate, please write 'Pastor's
Discretionary Fund' in your check memo
line or donate online.

Dream Team Prayer
Corner
Praise God for the progress made on
the Habitat for Humanity house on
Charles Street that the Dream is
funding. As roofing and then the
interior are completed in the months
ahead, ask God to prepare the family
chosen for all that home ownership will
involve for their family. Ask God’s
blessing on the family during this time
of anticipation and to guide FUMC in
building a relationship with the family.
-The Dream Team

Small Groups at
FUMC Kalamazoo
There's still time to join a small group
and make some new friends, spend
time with old friends and do prayer
with a renewed spirit. If you’d like to
establish a new small group, contact
one of our Pastors, Julie Kline or Matt
Weiler: jkline@umckzo.org or
mweiler@umc-kzo.org. You can also
find more information on small
groups at https://www.umckzo.org/about-us/small-groups/.

The Kalamazoo Coalition for the
Homeless is also seeking individual
assistance as they work to provide
resources to the encampments. Connect
with the group to access the Meal Train
and learn more about current needs at
www.facebook.com/groups/kalamazooco
alitionforthehomeless/.

The First Word for
September
Articles for the next issue are due no
later than September 13, 2021. The
next newsletter will be mailed the week
of September 20. Articles submitted to
the newsletter should be sent to
Bethany Gauthier at bgauthier@umckzo.org. Articles may be edited for
space and content.

