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Dear Friends,
I was hiking in the White Mountains of New Hampshire when I heard the news that the
names of those who had been shot in South Haven were Chuck and Barb Skuza. We
had very scanty phone service and it was not until the next day that I had an
opportunity to speak to Pastor Matt. I was shocked, angry, and deeply grieved, as I
know you all were as well. I have heard from many people that Pastor Matt and our
staff did a wonderful job of leading and guiding people amid this tragedy. The prayer
service that was held was meaningful, moving and very necessary.
And yet, it is not over. Our prayers continue for Barb’s healing and we long to be
supportive of their family who is deeply grieving and struggling to bear the burdens of
their new reality. Pastor Matt and I have visited, prayed, and further grieved with Barb
and her family many times. Healing from this trauma is slow and the pain is agonizing
in mind, body, and spirit.
I ask you to continue to hold the Skuza family with deep intention in your prayers,
remembering all the prayer practices that we learned this summer.
I encourage you to send a card of reassurance and care to Barb. I would be happy to
receive these cards by mail or dropped off at the church. I think it would be wonderful
to give Barb a card “shower.” I’d love to send a big envelope filled with cards from the
church. You can send a card whether you know Barb and her family or not. We need a
whole church community to help heal this damage that has been done by gun
violence.
My spirit is shaken as I imagine the ripples of trauma that are triggered from this one
incident of gun violence. Riding out to South Haven is a regular practice for me and
sitting by the waters of Lake Michigan restores my soul. I cannot imagine being there
on that evening and experiencing the terror of bullets fired randomly across the pier,
the beach and fearing for the safety of all. The Skuza family knows this terror firsthand and so do many other families who witnessed this unnecessary violence. We
need common sense gun laws. First United Methodist Church has long been partnered
with MOMS Demand Action of Kalamazoo. If you have further interest in working
toward common sense gun laws I urge you to visit https://momsdemandaction.org/
and join to receive information on actions you can to take to fight gun violence and
support gun sense legislation. There is much to do by joining and the local group will
be also alerted that you joined from the area. Currently Kalamazoo Moms Demand
Action is not meeting locally, but will meet again as interest and membership
regenerates. You can keep up with the local gun violence prevention work by joining
the Kalamazoo Moms Demand Action Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1734550756811474/
May God be with us bringing healing and wisdom,
Pastor Julie Kline

Join Us for Worship
Wherever You Are
IN PERSON AT FUMC KALAMAZOO
Sundays at 10am in the Sanctuary
Please wear a mask and keep space from
one another in the sanctuary. As you exit,
use the Park Street doors and visit in the
yard or parking lot. Children and Family
Ministries Team members will be in the
family room (located on the way to the
balcony) for families who would like to
bring their children for the fellowship of
play. Children are welcome in the
sanctuary as well.
LIVESTREAM ONLINE WORSHIP
Join the livestream on Sundays at 10am
Access online livestream worship at
https://www.umc-kzo.org/live/ or on
YouTube at
https://www.youtube.com/c/KalamazooFir
stUnitedMethodistChurch/. Watching on
YouTube allows you to make comments
and connect to others who are
worshipping online.
ON DEMAND ONLINE WORSHIP
Access past services 24/7 online
Past services are available on our website
or on YouTube.
SUNDAY SATELLITE SERVICES
-Heritage Community: 3pm in the Bistro
-The Fountains at Bronson Place: 4pm in
the auditorium
-Friendship Village: 6:30pm in the KIVA
We are happy to celebrate with one
another again and invite retirement
community residents to join us for
worship. Residents of Friendship Village
and the Fountains should sign up with
their respective activity coordinator.
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Thom Victor Welcomed as Director of Congregational Care
FUMC Kalamazoo welcomes Thom Victor to our newly
expanded position as Director of Congregational Care. Thom
was a unanimous choice from the search team (Pastor Julie
Kline, Lori Owen-Rogers, Deb Search Willoughby, Vickee Seals
and Ann Kneas) and was approved by our Staff Parish
Relations Committee following the interview process.
The position of Director of Congregational Care has been
expanded to 32 hours to address our growing level of need
to reach out to more homebound persons beyond our 80
year old+ members, and to combine some responsibilities
around our satellite services that have already been carried
out by Thom. We are thankful for the support that allows this to happen.
As an administrative member of our staff who knows us well, and as one called to
compassionate ministry with our members in need of care, we feel we have been blessed
to discover that Thom is indeed a wonderful fit for the life of our community of faith. His
official start date was September 13. While keeping his responsibilities around the satellite
services at Heritage Community, Friendship Village and the Fountains, be reminded that
he will no longer be serving as security or other administrative duties in the office. We look
forward to his work with our Caring Committee and with our Stephen’s ministers as he
leads us to more fully care for one another.
You can reach Thom by phone at (269) 224-9637 and by email at tvictor@umc-kzo.org.
Thom’s office is now located on the third floor in the library.
Welcome, Thom! We look forward to all the new ways you will be living into your call for
ministry.

Our Sympathy and Prayers to
the Family and Friends of:
Dana Anderson, who passed away on
August 21.
Bruce Binns, who passed away on
September 10.
Jan Murrish, who passed away on
August 12.
Chuck Skuza, who passed away on
August 20.

Please keep these friends
in your prayers:
Fred and Lana Allen
Anderson Family
Binns Family
Nina Baker
Doris Ball
Wanda Boekhout
Harriet & Don Chalker
Andreea Frew
Ruth Evelyn Graham
Nell Holland
Hurley Family
John & Carol Holms
Deanna & Sara House
Lenora Holliday
David Houseman
Doris Lee

Finance Committee Update: September 2021
By Sandy Gower, Finance Committee Chair

Ellen McDonald
Bob McClelland
Myrta Messikommer

The past eighteen months have been challenging for all of us. We have all had to navigate
through unchartered waters. For many of us this has been a time of financial insecurity.
FUMC is facing similar struggles. Based on current giving levels, it looks like we may not
meet our financial obligations this year. Our July General Fund income was $48,432 and
our expenses were $74,128 giving us a balance of $25,695 for the month. We have a yearto-date fund balance of $41,944.

Jeanne Plott

The General Fund is the operating budget for the church. It supports the foundation of
the church to allow us to carry out our ministries. It pays the cost of Pastor and staff
salaries and benefits, and operating the building (not including major Capital
Improvements). It also funds Children and Families Ministries, Youth and Adult Ministries,
Worship Ministry, Music Ministry, Hospitality Ministry and Reconciling Ministry.

Chris Uggen & Family

FUMC is blessed with a very generous congregation. Our pledged income has remained
steadfast throughout the pandemic. Not meeting in person has reduced the amount of
unpledged income we would normally receive in the collection plates each week. With the
resumption of in person worship, hopefully that will improve.
There are several ways to give. You can set up an automatic payment, even if you have
not pledged. To do so, please contact the church office. You can also give online at
www.umc-kzo.org. You can text in a donation with GivePlusText. Our Text number is
(844) 937-0646. Check our website for instructions. You can mail a donation to 212 S.
Park Street, Kalamazoo, MI 49007. Or leave your donation in the basket when you leave
worship. To discuss these options you can call the church office at (269) 381-6340 or
email kalamazoofumc@umc-kzo.org.
May God bless you and your family and bring you peace.

Mary Lou Sanders
Jan Search
Skuza Family
Kim & Larry Taylor
Kathy Winchell
Keene & Liza Wolfe
Janet Wydendorf

Prayer requests:
If you would like to share a prayer
request with our clergy and prayer
ministry team, please visit
bit.ly/FUMCPrayers. If you do not have
internet access, please call the church
at (269) 381-6340 and leave a
message. Prayer requests
need to be received each THURSDAY
by noon for inclusion in our weekly list
for the prayer ministry team.
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First United Methodist Church Staff Spotlight
Throughout this eventful past year and beyond, our staff has risen to the challenges
thrown their way and we are grateful to have a strong team to support our mission and
congregation. On behalf of the Staff-Parish Relations Committee (SPRC), we encourage you
to share your support of our FUMC staff. Cards and emails are welcome!
Ruth LaMachia, Director of Business Administration, rlamachia@umc-kzo.org
Ruth came to FUMC Kalamazoo in September 2012 from Perrow Church in Cross Lanes,
West Virginia where she served as their Church Business Administrator. Before that, she
spent 25 years as an administrator and manager in the insurance industry in Connecticut
and West Virginia. She is originally from the Chicago area and her father, a former minister,
is from Port Huron, so she spent much time growing up visiting family in Michigan. Ruth
lives in Kalamazoo with her husband Bill and their two dogs. She has two adult children,
Elizabeth and Justin, and a granddaughter, Imogen.
Ruth LaMachia

Julia Librizzi

Special Offerings
as of August 2021
FUMC Special Offerings
Human Relations Sunday
$285.00
UMCOR Sunday
$1155.00
Easter Offering
$8769.25
Native American Sunday
$355.55
Peace with Justice Sunday
$250.00
Justice Team Michigan United/ISAAC
$1757.17
ASP Sunday Youth Missions
$0.00
World Communion Sunday
$100.00
Christmas Offering
$1000.00
UMW Sunday
$0.00
UM Student Day
$500.00
YANA
$300.00
Michigan Conference Special Offering
Christian Education Sunday
$50.00

Julia Librizzi, Director of Children & Families Ministries, jlibrizzi@umc-kzo.org
Julia started her position as Director of Children and Families Ministries in August 2019. She
has lived in West Michigan her whole life and grew up on fellowship and potlucks as a
United Methodist pastor’s kid. Her family has been attending this church since she and her
husband Jim moved to Kalamazoo in 2014 with her two young children, Carolyn and
Penelope. Julia has been called to work with children and has been involved in many roles
of leadership including being a mentor in after-school programs, nanny, preschool aide,
Girl Scout leader, LEGO Robotics Coach, Godly Play leader, Vacation Bible School leader,
and an assistant for emotionally impaired learners at Kalamazoo Public Schools. She is
filled with joy to experience and share God’s love with all children and families at FUMC
Kalamazoo.

Catch up with JFON-Michigan
Reconnect with Justice for our
Neighbors of Michigan for an update on
their work and to learn more about
current events in immigration. Join
JFON-MI for their first statewide virtual
event on Thursday, September 30 at
5pm on Zoom. Register for this event
and find details on other upcoming
JFON-MI events at
www.jfonmi.org/upcoming-events.

Back to School with Help From Your Donations!
On August 27, Spring Valley Center for Exploration
personnel and FUMC members sorted supplies and then,
created boxes for each classroom at the elementary
school. Divided between classrooms were 1,000 masks,
372 plastic pencil boxes containing 600 washable markers
and 462 colored pencils purchased with your June 2020
Mission of the Month financial contributions. Pencil boxes
also contained boxes of crayons (144), erasers (116), glue
sticks (88), pencils (305), pens (600) and miscellaneous
other school supplies that you gave to our July 2021
Mission of the Month.
Teachers had been made aware that supplies would be
arriving, but can you imagine the surprise when they
received this quantity of materials to begin the year?
Individual pencil boxes filled with needed supplies were
especially appreciated to prevent the children from having
to share supplies during the ongoing pandemic.
From our friends at Spring Valley, a huge thank you for
your support and generosity, which is especially
appreciated as they returned to the classroom after
months apart.
-The Outreach Team

Access to the Church Building
For the time being, we are asking that
you make an appointment if you need
access to the church building. We are
currently limiting the number of people
who come into the building to ensure
that all who enter are staying safe. We
thank you for your help in making the
church building as safe as possible for
all who enter. Please call the church at
(269) 381-6340, Monday through
Thursday from 9:30am to 3:30pm, to
schedule an appointment. (Outside of
those hours, you are welcome to leave a
message and someone will get back to
you as soon as they're able.)
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Healthy Habits of Hospitality at FUMC Kalamazoo
As we begin fall gatherings, we continue to love our
neighbor and prioritize the health of our congregation
and community. With caution and love for all we
remember these habits of hospitality:
Wear masks while in the church building.
As we worship, please wear your name tags, or use a
paper name tag found at the entrance.
Introduce yourself freely to those who may know you
and those who you may not have met yet. Masks
make it harder for us to recognize one another.
Greeting one another can be a little awkward. Some may be comfortable with a
handshake, hug, fist or elbow bump. It’s hard to know! Ask the person what they are
comfortable with and err on the side of caution.
Help others to find their way around the building by leading the way or walking
alongside.

Thank you for helping us to create a safe space to worship and be in community. Know
that we will be faithful to our online ministries and will offer hospitality to all who join us
online as well.

The Big Deal Weekend: March 18-20, 2022
Discovering our baptismal identity through antiracism
The Reconciling Ministry Team is organizing a
"Big Deal Weekend" from March 18-20, 2022
to focus on anti-bias/anti-racism work within
our church. The Big Deal Weekend will
organize Kalamazoo First UMC congregants
into a weekend of learning experiences for
all ages, so that we can put action to our
anti-bias/anti-racism language blessed at
Church Council earlier this year.
If you would like to be a part of this
important work, you can fill out a volunteer
interest form now online. Please contact lead
organizers, Mandakini Brophy at
mbrophy@umc-kzo.org and Kathryn
Sappington at Kathryn.anne2015@gmail.com
with any questions.

Dream Team Prayer
Corner
As we continue to build relationships
with our Dream partners, ask God to
guide us as a church in reaching out to
not only our partners but to the
residents who will live in the housing
provided by the Dream.
One of our Dream Partner agencies,
Kalamazoo Collective Housing, recently
had ten new tenants move into their
rooms and/or apartments. With funds
that were given for Dream Team
administrative tasks, team members
worked to show our support for this
exciting new stage in their lives. FUMC
provided laundry baskets full of
household supplies for each individual.
These “welcome baskets” included such
things as toilet paper, Kleenex,
toothbrush, toothpaste, hand soap and
sanitizer, face masks, a small trash can
and laundry detergent. For those
moving into their own apartment,
paper towels, sponges, cleaning cloths
and cleaner, toilet brush, toilet cleaner,
dish soap, knitted dish cloth (from the
1st Stitchers), dish towel, crocheted
hand towel and large trash bags were
included.
May God open our eyes to other
opportunities and bless these
Kalamazoo neighbors as they settle
into their new residence.
-The Dream Team

FUMC Kalamazoo Native Garden Registered
with Million Pollinator Garden Challenge
Our native garden on the lawn south
of the church has been registered
with the Million Pollinator Garden
Challenge. The garden is now one of
more than a million dots on the map
showing pollinator-friendly native
plantings. You can learn more and
view the interactive map at
http://millionpollinatorgardens.org/.
Thank you to Molly Williams, who was
instrumental in this project and
provided this description (as well as the photo above) for the Million Pollinator Garden
Challenge website:
Inspired by Hope for Creation SWMI, planned with the help of Kalamazoo Area Wild Ones,
and implemented by church members, this garden demonstrates natural beauty and
sustainability without the use of pesticides or fertilizers. May visitors be blessed with joy,
inspiration and peace.

The First Word for
October
Articles for the next issue are due no
later than October 11, 2021. The next
newsletter will be mailed the week of
October 18. Articles submitted to the
newsletter should be sent to Bethany
Gauthier at bgauthier@umc-kzo.org.
Articles may be edited for space and
content.

