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GROWING IN GENEROSITY

The Giving Campaign: Stewards of a Hope-Filled Future
First Church worship services in October have focused on hope. Our pastors have
encouraged us to consider how faith in God gives us hope and how that hope
changes us.
One advantage of attending First Church is being around others who show their hope
by making financial generosity a priority. These individuals have different levels of
income, but in every case, as disciples of Jesus Christ, they have chosen to live
beneath their means so they can be generous. Many of these people worked over a
period of years to gradually increase the amount they can give. Sometimes
circumstances limit what people can give, but even smaller gifts become part of the
whole: money used by a faith community to helps us worship and serve our
neighbors.
Consecration Sunday will be held on October 31, but you do not need to wait until
then to make your pledge.
You may turn in a pledge card during worship on October 24 or 31.
The pledge card may be
mailed to the church office:
First United Methodist Church
212 S. Park Street
Kalamazoo MI, 49007
You may make your pledge
online at www.umckzo.org/generosity/steward
ship.
We appreciate your generosity.
“For surely I know the plans I
have for you, says the Lord,
plans for your welfare and not
for harm, to give you a future
with hope.”
~Jeremiah 29:11

Join Us for Worship
Wherever You Are
IN PERSON AT FUMC KALAMAZOO
Sundays at 10am in the Sanctuary
Please wear a mask and keep space from
one another in the sanctuary. As you exit,
use the Park Street doors and visit in the
yard or parking lot. Children and Family
Ministries Team members will be in the
family room (located on the way to the
balcony) for families who would like to
bring their children for the fellowship of
play. Children are welcome in the
sanctuary as well.
LIVESTREAM ONLINE WORSHIP
Join the livestream on Sundays at 10am
Access online livestream worship at
https://www.umc-kzo.org/live/ or on
YouTube at
https://www.youtube.com/c/KalamazooFir
stUnitedMethodistChurch/. Watching on
YouTube allows you to make comments
and connect to others who are
worshipping online.
ON DEMAND ONLINE WORSHIP
Access past services 24/7 online
Past services are available on our website
or on YouTube.
SUNDAY SATELLITE SERVICES
-Heritage Community: 3pm in the Bistro
-The Fountains at Bronson Place: 4pm in
the auditorium
-Friendship Village: 6:30pm in the KIVA
We are happy to celebrate with one
another again and invite retirement
community residents to join us for
worship. Residents of Friendship Village
and the Fountains should sign up with
their respective activity coordinator.
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Children and Families Ministries: Upcoming Events

The Children and Families Ministries Team would like to invite our families to join us for
Family Fun on:
Sunday, November 14 at 2pm: Please join us at Oshtemo Township Park for a fall
hike! We will start by hiking to the Arboretum and then enjoy some hot cocoa and
snacks at the park afterwards!
Friday, December 10 at 6pm: Please join us in Katy McGinnis’ garage for an evening of
pizza and cookie decorating with some heaters! Please RSVP to Julia Librizzi by
Wednesday, December 8 with the total number that will be attending from your
family so we have enough cookies and pizza!
Save the dates! The Tween Group for our 4th to 6th graders will meet on Sunday,
November 14 and December 12 from 11am to 12:30pm for some snacks, fellowship,
games and devotion in the Youth Center downstairs at FUMC Kalamazoo.
In addition, Godly Play is offered each Sunday for children 4 and older, as well as nursery
care on the 2nd floor for infants through 3-year-olds with fully vaccinated and masked
staff. Please contact Julia Librizzi at jlibrizzi@umc-kzo.org with any questions about our
upcoming offerings!

House Meeting Campaign to Begin Week of November 7
The Covid-19 pandemic has impacted the culture of the church (FUMC Kalamazoo and
the broader church community) in ways that we are yet discovering. What we do know, is
that family and individual patterns, practices, and priorities have shifted during the
pandemic. And as FUMC carefully opens up and resumes former “normal” activities, our
community’s patterns, practices and priorities have also shifted. In response, it is our
desire to create an opportunity for members and constituents of First United Methodist
Church of Kalamazoo to come together for a time of deep and meaningful reflection and
conversation. We are calling this opportunity a House Meeting Campaign.
This House Meeting Campaign is an opportunity for the people of FUMC Kalamazoo to
gather in small groups to know and be known, to find common place of belonging and
identity within the life of our church, and to discern collectively where God may be
leading us as a congregation. There will be ten meetings between the dates of November
7-20 and November 28-December 4. You may choose ONE MEETING to attend by signing
up through the Google form linked here or by contacting Pastor Matt Weiler at
mweiler@umc-kzo.org. You will also have the opportunity to sign up after worship on
Sunday, October 24 and 31. Meetings will accommodate a maximum of 12 participants
and will be held in homes, in the church or on Zoom, so there will be plenty of options to
ensure that all people have access to a house meeting.

Please keep these friends
in your prayers:
Fred and Lana Allen
Anderson Family
Binns Family
Nina Baker
Doris Ball
Wanda Boekhout
Harriet & Don Chalker
Andreea Frew
Ruth Evelyn Graham
Nell Holland
Hurley Family
John & Carol Holms
Deanna & Sara House
Lenora Holliday
David Houseman
Doris Lee
Ellen McDonald
Bob McClelland
Myrta Messikommer
Jeanne Plott
Mary Lou Sanders
Jan Search
Skuza Family
Kim & Larry Taylor
Chris Uggen & Family
Kathy Winchell

Your Pastors and your Lay Leaders have already recruited and trained nearly 30 people to
serve as hosts, facilitators and note-takers for these house meetings and we are eager for
the opportunity to create meaningful experiences of community, and to know one
another more fully.

Keene & Liza Wolfe

Pastors Julie Kline and Matt Weiler and Lay Leaders, Tammy Eaton and Donna Dunyak

Prayer requests:

October Mission of the Month: Share the Warmth Coat Drive

If you would like to share a prayer
request with our clergy and prayer
ministry team, please visit
bit.ly/FUMCPrayers. If you do not have
internet access, please call the church
at (269) 381-6340 and leave a
message. Prayer requests
need to be received each THURSDAY
by noon for inclusion in our weekly list
for the prayer ministry team.

Again this year, FUMC Kalamazoo will support the
Salvation Army Share the Warmth coat drive. New
or gently worn coats, hats, mittens and boots are
needed. Please bring your items to be donated to
church and place them in the large cardboard box
designated for Share the Warmth, located near
the Welcome Center. Your generosity is greatly
appreciated!
-The Outreach Team

Janet Wydendorf
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FUMC Kalamazoo Welcomes New Staff
We are excited to introduce new additions to our FUMC Kalamazoo staff! On behalf of the
Staff-Parish Relations Committee (SPRC), we encourage you to welcome Benjanae,
Mandakini and Michael. Cards and emails are welcome!
Mandakini Brophy, Youth and Young Adult Resident, mbrophy@umc-kzo.org
Mandakini joined our staff the end of August 2021 after previously working at Kalamazoo
Loaves & Fishes. She and her husband Jason live in Kalamazoo with their cat, Moomer.
Mandakini is a graduate of Grand Valley State University where she got her undergrad in
Advertising. She is currently in the master’s program at Western Michigan University to
become a licensed therapist, specializing in trauma. Along with this she is interning at CTAC
(Children’s Trauma Assessment Center). In her free time Mandakini enjoys playing music,
writing, reading and knowing people on deeper levels.
Michael Lee, Custodian, mlee@umc-kzo.org
Michael joined the FUMC Kalamazoo staff in August 2021. Michael is originally from
Chicago, but has now lived in Kalamazoo for 25 years. In his free time, Michael enjoys
spending time with his family--including his 7-year-old daughter and 6-year-old son. Their
favorite activities include bowling, visiting museums and watching movies together.

Finance Committee
By Sandy Gower
Finance Committee Chair
Welcome to fall. I hope you are all
enjoying the changing of the seasons.
The church’s finances remain similar to
last month. In August, we had General
Fund Income of $45,522 and expenses
of $73,984 leaving us with a monthly
deficit of $28,462. Our pledges are still
coming in strong. We hope with the
return of in-person church we see an
increase in our offering plate
donations.
The generous support of our
congregation allows FUMC to fulfill its
many missions and to operate and
maintain our beautiful and historic
church building. I hope you find time
to enjoy the beauty of nature that is
the fall season.

Special Offerings as
of September 2021

Benjanae Smith, Financial Assistant, bsmith@umc-kzo.org
Benjanae started her role as Financial Assistant in October 2021. A senior Accounting major
at Western Michigan University, Benjanae is originally from the Detroit area and has been a
part of the Sigma Gamma Rho sorority for two years. After graduation, Benjanae plans to
continue on to grad school to earn her CPA license and then work at a CPA firm.

ISAAC Virtual Banquet with Dr. Michael Eric Dyson

FUMC Special Offerings
Human Relations Sunday
$285.00
UMCOR Sunday
$1155.00
Easter Offering
$8769.25
Native American Sunday
$355.55
Peace with Justice Sunday
$280.00
Justice Team Michigan United/ISAAC
$1757.17
ASP Sunday Youth Missions $718.85
World Communion Sunday
$100.00
Christmas Offering
$1000.00
UMW Sunday
$0.00
UM Student Day
$500.00
YANA
$300.00
Michigan Conference Special Offering
Christian Education Sunday
$50.00

SPECIAL EVENT: Allen Chapel
AME Church presents Jazz
Rev. Dr. Michael Eric Dyson will be the keynote speaker at the ISAAC (Interfaith Strategy for
Advocacy & Action in the Community) Virtual Banquet on Thursday, November 11 at 6pm!
Dyson is a Georgetown University sociology professor, an ordained clergy member, a New
York Times contributing opinion writer and a contributing editor of The New Republic and of
ESPN’s The Undefeated website. His latest book, Tears We Cannot Stop: A Sermon to White
America, was an instant New York Times bestseller. Learn more about the book by visiting
michaelericdyson.com.
The theme for this year's virtual banquet is Grasping Change at the Root: Growing the
Beloved CommUNITY and the event will also feature a performance by performing artist
Brooke Edwards. In addition, we're proud to share that First United Methodist Church
will be recognized as the Congregation of the Year when this year's awardees are
recognized. To access free event registration now, please visit https://isaackalamazoo.org/.
As part of our Big Deal Weekend lead up events, you are encouraged to join us on
November 11 at 6pm in the FUMC Kalamazoo Sanctuary for an ISAAC Virtual Banquet
Watch Party! We look forward to sharing this event with our congregation.

Join us on Sunday, October 31 at 3pm
at FUMC Kalamazoo for a jazz concert
featuring The Rodney Whitaker
Quintet with vocalist Rockelle Fortin,
Rodney Whitaker (bass), Tim Warfield Jr.
(tenor sax), Terell Stafford (trumpet),
Bruce Barth (piano) and Dana Hall
(drums). This program is made possible
through a vital worship grant from the
Calvin Institute of Christian Worship,
based in Grand Rapids, MI, with funds
provided by the Lilly Endowment, Inc.
Admission is free, but goodwill offerings
will be accepted. For more information,
please contact Rev. Millard F. Southern,
III at allenchapel804@yahoo.com.
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The Big Deal Weekend: Join us for lead up events!
The Reconciling Ministry Team is organizing the
Big Deal Weekend from March 18-20, 2022 and
the theme will be "Intersection: exploring
identity in Christ through faith and anti-racism."
As the event nears, we will be sharing
opportunities that will help us learn and grow
as we prepare for the Big Deal Weekend. Read
on for more!
October 24-November 28 after worship in the
FUMC Kalamazoo fellowship room: The
Eucharist, Antiracist Identity, And Theology.
This six week course is designed to challenge
traditional white normative assumptions about
scripture and theology by examining our biases
and assumed norms in reading scripture and
learning from a variety of theologians of color.
Central to the class is an examination of our United Methodist Eucharistic liturgy and
discovering its subversive push to collective resistance. Participants will be provided with
readings from selected chapters from a variety of resources to inform their learning. Each
session will include biblical reflection, teaching, group conversations and reflections on
the film, Romero. This course, presented by Pastor Matt Weiler, will run on Sundays
following worship for 90 minutes from October 24-Nov. 28 in the Fellowship Room.

Dream Team Prayer Corner
As we as a church continue to work
toward affordable housing for all, we
are mindful of the unhoused in our
community who have been removed
from the encampment and those who
continue to live outdoors.
Thank God with us that some have
been safely relocated and also for the
64 newly opened affordable units on
Harrison Circle as well as the 48
affordable apartments at the Creamery
that opened recently. May a home
bring stability to the lives of all of these
neighbors.
Ask God to move forward the efforts of
the nonprofits, our city leaders and all
those who join in the work of providing
housing for all. May they be of one
mind and collaborate in their efforts as
winter approaches.

November 3 from 6-8pm at Lisa Batten's home: Radical Welcome book discussion,
facilitated by Lisa Batten. (Arrive at 5:30pm to join a pre-book discussion meal.) Radical
Welcome: Embracing God, The Other, and the Spirit of Transformation by Stephanie Spellers
is a theological, inspirational and practical guide for congregations that want to move
beyond diversity and inclusion to present a vision for the church of the future: one where
the transforming gifts, voices and power of marginalized cultures and groups brings new
life to the mainline church. Watch this YouTube video to learn more:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gZQJpgvO57o. RSVP by call or text to (269) 491-1799.
November 13 at 10am and December 13 at 7pm in the FUMC Kalamazoo chapel
You're invited to join Prayer & Body Movement: Exploring Comfort & Discomfort with
Pastor Julie Kline. As we discover the biases and racism that exists within ourselves and
our society, it often makes us uncomfortable. This discomfort does not merely reside in
our minds, but takes up residence in our bodies. Trauma is skin and soul deep. This time
of movement and prayer will use simple prayer postures that are accessible to all bodies.
We will then move into some simple yoga postures that will explore the places in our
bodies where we may need to find humility, repentance, forgiveness, mercy and grace.
This will be followed by further postures that will discover places of comfort, self-love and
a space of hope for all. The wonder of moving your body in prayer is that much of this is
self-discovery as you go inward and settle into sanctuary with God. Each person will find
God’s Spirit moving them in ways that are needed for them, the poses and positions will
aid in making it a full experience of mind, body and spirit. Please wear comfortable
clothing and bring a yoga mat if you have one, if not, Pastor Julie has extras. This class is
for all. It is not limited by gender, or race, sexuality, age or class. Prayer is a yearning of
the soul. Let us move, pray and open ourselves to reconciliation.
November 14 from 11:15am-12:15pm in the FUMC Kalamazoo parlor
As part of an event series with the Kalamazoo Black Arts and Cultural Center, please join
us for a Conversation with BACC's program director, Danielle Lewis and possibly
executive director, Sydney Davis as well. This will be a chance to discuss the BACC's art
exhibits and to learn more about the BACC from its leaders. If you have not yet viewed
the BACC's exhibits, you can connect with Michael Parker's virtual gallery through this link.

Youth Apple Pies & Crisps
It’s that time of the year once again for the
famous Youth Apple Pies and Crisps! Preorder your pies and crisps today to support
FUMC Youth Missions!

Pies are $15, crisps are $12 and both will be
available for pick up after worship beginning
November 7. To order, call the church office
at (269) 381-6340 or order online.

All Saints' Day: November 7
Our tradition each year is to remember
and honor our family members who
have died in the past twelve months. If
there was a death in your family since
last year’s All Saints’ Day of which we
may not be aware, please contact
Christi Landreville at (269) 381-6340
ext 223 or clandreville@umc-kzo.org.
Please include a photo of your loved
one for the worship video. A formal
portrait that clearly displays the
person’s face works best. The last day
to receive names and photos is
November 3.

The First Word for
November
Articles for the next issue are due no
later than November 8, 2021. The next
newsletter will be mailed the week of
November 15. Articles submitted to the
newsletter should be sent to Bethany
Gauthier at bgauthier@umc-kzo.org.
Articles may be edited for space and
content.

