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212 S. PARK STREET, KALAMAZOO, MI 49007  //  (269) 381-6340  //  WWW.UMC-KZO.ORG
JOIN US FOR WORSHIP IN PERSON OR ONLINE ON SUNDAYS AT 10AM.   

Helping Our Neighbors
Needs HelpTune your ears to wisdom and concentrate on understanding.   -Proverbs 2:2

As we enter our 40-day journey of Lent, we “turn around” (the root meaning of the word
“repent”) from the distractions of daily life and the ongoing clamor around us.  Our practice of
Lent will be to focus our attention on listening in a deeper way. Writer Parker Palmer suggests
we must listen “to what our life is telling us," in other words, to listen to the deep wisdom God
gave to us as a birthright, connecting to God’s purpose once again. As we worship together
and gather in small groups our intention is to quiet things down and heighten our attention to
the “still, small voice” of God and our own True Self. Our Lenten worship music will lead us into
reflective congregational responses, solos, choral singing and additional instrumentalists that
will encourage the raising of our own voices as a prayer of connection to the Divine and one
another. Worship will move us into meditating on the holy text and creating space to be
intentional in God’s presence as we kneel at the communion rail, light candles and add our
prayers to the prayer quilt in the sanctuary. If you worship from home, we encourage you to
create a sacred space that allows you to journal your prayers, light candles and add a few
pillows for a special place to kneel in prayer. Come and rest, come and listen.

March 2 @ 7pm Ash Wednesday: Finding Your Life & Listening Deeply (Luke 1:9-15)
March 6 @ 10am First Sunday of Lent: Listening Spaces & Communion (1 Kings 19:11-12) 
March 13 @ 10am Second Sunday of Lent: Listening to Our Bodies (Romans 8:26-30; 38-39) 
March 20 @ 10am Third Sunday of Lent: Listening to the Text  *Big Deal Weekend with Bishop
David Bard, presiding bishop of the Michigan Conference, preaching* (Proverbs 1:20-23)
March 27 @ 10am Fourth Sunday of Lent: Listening for Healing (Mark 5:24-34)
April 3 @ 10am Fifth Sunday of Lent: Listening Beyond the Voices & Communion (Romans 12:2-12)
April 10 @ 10am Palm & Passion Sunday: Listening to Your Heart (Matthew 26:36-46)
April 14 @ 7pm Maundy Thursday: Finding Jesus 
April 15 @ 7pm Good Friday: Listening for the Inner Jerusalem   
April 17 @ 8am & 10am Easter Sunday: Listening for a Stone Rolled Away

Listen: Hearing that Still Small Voice and Finding Your Own

New Small Groups for Lent
One of our primary learnings during the fall
House Meeting Campaign was the
congregation's desire to grow deeper in
relationship with God and with one another
through small groups. In response, this year
during Lent, small group opportunities will be
offered using the books Good Enough by Kate
Bowler and Let Your Life Speak by Parker
Palmer. Several small groups will be formed
and each will determine which book to use as
their guide. Small groups will meet weekly on
Zoom or in-person between the weeks of
February 27 and April 10 with varying
meeting times depending on group leader
availability. Sign ups are available online now.
Questions? Contact Pastor Matt at
mweiler@umc-kzo.org. 

Good Enough by Kate Bowler is a
compassionate, intelligent and wry series of
Christian daily reflections on learning to live
with imperfection in a culture of self-help that
promotes endless progress. A limited supply
of books are available at the church for $21 or
can be ordered from your favorite local
bookstore and Amazon. 

Let Your Life Speak by Parker Palmer
invites us to listen to the inner teacher and
follow its leadings toward a sense of meaning
and purpose. Telling stories from his own life
and the lives of others who have made a
difference, he shares insights gained from
darkness and depression as well as fulfillment
and joy, illuminating a pathway toward
vocation for all who seek the true calling of
their lives. 

You have heard a lot about our Helping
Our Neighbors (HON) Phone Project in
the past couple of months, but did you
know that there has been a group of
volunteers that have been working to
help people desperate to keep a roof
over their heads with the lights on
since April 2015? A lot has changed in
these past seven years, especially with
the pandemic. This ministry at First
United Methodist Church has gone
from two people coming in person to
meet with people for two hours, one
day a week at the church to now
getting phone calls for help seven days
a week. Last winter, we saw the need
for people to have a cell phone, so we
expanded our ministry to include
providing phones for those who don’t
have access by coming to them, in their
neighborhoods. It has been a very busy
and exciting seven years and we are
thankful for all your support financially,
but we need help.  

When someone calls 2-1-1, they get
referred to several agencies around the
Kalamazoo area including HON. 
 Messages on our HON line, (269) 743-
2500, are downloaded by 4-5
volunteers who answer their pleas for
help. In addition to contributing
towards a Consumers bill or back rent,
the volunteers also refer people to
other agencies doing the same things
as we are. Together, with these
agencies, we have helped facilitated
the raising of funds needed to pay
what is owed.    

Recently, we are receiving 10-20 calls
on each of the days M-F, fewer on
weekends, so we need your help!  

Continued on page 2...

https://www.umc-kzo.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeg7exaRhBjMSGOE17OEG5saUGh8mbkqbagIeyWQfiDNcLt_A/viewform?usp=sf_link
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By Kathryn Sappington   (Contact Kathryn at kathryn.anne2015@gmail.com)

Hello, First United Methodist Church of Kalamazoo! I know you have been hearing some
mumblings about this “Big Deal Weekend” that is happening March 18-20, 2022 and you may
be wondering what The Big Deal Weekend really is. The Big Deal Weekend is a weekend-long
opportunity to explore the intersectionality between anti-racism and our shared faith. This
weekend is especially important as our church has dedicated itself to becoming an anti-
biased, anti-racist congregation. The Big Deal Weekend is a faithful step in the right direction
towards that calling. This weekend will provide its participants with opportunities for
education, conversation and fellowship. The weekend will include worship and workshops.
The workshops will be led by a wonderful group of facilitators covering many different topics
around anti-racism. Find workshop opportunities and a schedule  below. 

This weekend is open to all of FUMC Kalamazoo’s family. We don’t want anything to stand in
the way of participating fully. Therefore, this weekend is offered with a sliding scale
registration fee. The weekend will also be done with a synchronous hybrid model. This
means if you are not totally comfortable being in person for this event, you can do it from
home, online, in real time! The schedule will be tweaked just a little for those who want to
join online, but the full experience of the weekend will be available, nonetheless. We are also
able to accommodate any accessibility needs. 

If you are interested in joining us for this exciting weekend, you can find the registration form
on the FUMC Kalamazoo website. We are so excited to have you!

Schedule
Friday, March 18:
6:30pm: Opening worship

Saturday, March 19:
9am: Worship service
10am: First workshop
11:30am: Lunch
12:30pm: Second workshop
2pm: Break
2:15pm: Third workshop
3:45pm: Break
4pm: Panel with workshop leaders

Sunday, March 20:
10am: Worship with Bishop Bard,

Shonagh Taruza: Critical Race Theory and
Communities of Faith
Naomi Garcia: Polarity; shifting seemingly
opposites towards community
Mixed Kids Ministry: Intentional Spaces
Jarell Wilson: Building an Anti-Racist Faith*
Matt Smith: Redlining in Kalamazoo
Diane Owen-Rogers: Anti-Racism 101
Julia Librizzi: Godly-play*

Facilitators

*These workshops will be designed with young
people in mind. Jarell will be hosting a space for
youth and young adults and Julia will provide space
for children. Learn more about our facilitators at
www.umc-kzo.org/about-us/the-big-deal-weekend.

Updates from Children and Families Ministries
New Small Group - Adult Bible Study: Led by Family Foundations, Magen Lindstrom and
Katy McGinnis, with support from Tammy Eaton on Thursday evenings from 6-8pm in the
parlor at church, beginning Thursday, March 3. We will be using the Discipleship series
through Cokesbury and beginning with a 12 week class focused on the Old Testament. Please
email Katy McGinnis at mcginnik82@gmail.com by March 1 if you would like to join! Because
this is a small group, we will cap participation at 12 people. 

Ladies Ludington Retreat - May 13-15: The ladies are ready for a weekend away! Please
come relax with us for a weekend spent in downtown Ludington across the street from the
pier and beach on Lake Michigan! We'll enjoy devotionals, good food and plenty of laughs and
fun! The total cost for the weekend is $150. This will include some food and our stay at the
Ludington Beach House. Please RSVP with a $100 deposit to Katy McGinnis by March 15. Email
Katy at mcginnik82@gmail.com for more info.  

SUNDAY SCHOOL IS BEGINNING: On Sunday, March 6, we're hosting a Sunday School
kickoff celebration in the Arches on the 2nd floor for an hour right after worship! Join us for
fellowship with families, children and Sunday School teachers and to make cards to share with
the FUMC Caring Committee. On Sunday, March 13, we will offer Sunday School for 4 years
old through 6th graders in room 203 on the 2nd floor for an hour after church, (approx.
11:15am-12:15pm). We will use a new curriculum called, "Celebrate Wonder" that engages
children’s natural sense of curiosity to help them understand God’s love. It creates a safe
environment for kids to ask big questions—helping them explore the Bible in ways that feed
their imagination and encourage creativity. Also on March 13, Family Foundations, a Sunday
School class for parents, will begin meeting in room 304 on the 3rd floor! All are welcome!
This group was created to support parents through the challenges of raising children. Please
email Magen Lindstrom with any questions  at jeffmagenlindstrom@gmail.com. Childcare will
be available for the Sunday School hour in the nursery.

Helping Our Neighbors Needs
Help, continued from page 1...

If we spread ourselves too thin, we
may fail to assist a person in a
downward spiral in a timely manner. 
 Some of these people are disabled;
some have children. The work is
rewarding and it can all be done from
your homes and hopefully joining the
volunteers at our community phone
project sites face to face.    

We still need volunteers to help with
the HON Phone Project to meet with
people who come to our community
phone clinics three days a week to
call those who just got their new
phone and let them know that they
are loved and prayed for or to help
process applications.  

Contact Tim Mullikin (269) 547-8612
to volunteer. To learn more about
our Helping Our Neighbors ministry,
please contact Ruth LaMachia at
rlamachia@umc-kzo.org. 

39% or more of residents in
Kalamazoo County can be described
as ALICE (Asset Limited, Income
Constrained, Employed.)  An illness
can quickly lead to an eviction or shut
off notice. Some can keep the
landlord satisfied while falling behind
on other utility payments. Rents are
rising at an alarming rate. These are
the people we help. Our compassion
and assistance give hope as people
realize they are not alone and that
there are angels in Kalamazoo.

Tween Group!
The youth group style meeting for 4th
through 6th grade children ("tweens")
will meet in the Youth Lounge after
church at the same time as Sunday
School once a month. 
Save the dates for our Tween Group: 
-Sunday, March 20
-Sunday, April 24
-Sunday, May 22 for downtown fun!

Palm Sunday Family Fun
Please join us on Palm Sunday (April
10) at 10am for a Palm Parade led by
the children at the 10am worship!
After church in Wesley Hall, we will
have a story walk for the book by
Glenys Nellist, Twas the Morning of
Easter. Families will walk around
Wesley Hall in the basement of
church and go from table to table to
do an activity at each table and
collect Easter eggs. At the end of the
story walk each family will get to take
home their own copy of the book!

https://www.umc-kzo.org/about-us/the-big-deal-weekend
mailto:mcginnik82@gmail.com
mailto:mcginnik82@gmail.com
mailto:jeffmagenlindstrom@gmail.com
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/52fbd39ce4b060243dd722d8/t/6058ddc11252e23b5e62146b/1616436677469/2021ALICEReport_MI_FINAL-3-15-21.pdf
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FUMC Kalamazoo 2021 Year-End Financial Report
Sandy Gower, Finance Committee Chair

2021 was another uniquely challenging year. As we navigated another year of Covid-19, we
moved from all virtual to a unique combination of in person and virtual worship. Yet again,
the congregation of First United Methodist Church was steadfast in its generous support for
the Church’s ministries. The operating budget (General Fund) is the foundation of the
Church’s operations covering lay and clergy personnel, building, office equipment,
programming (worship, education, congregational care) and the ministry shares
commitment to the United Methodist Church. I would like to thank Ruth LaMachia and her
staff all of their hard work and support keeping our financial records in order.

FUMC Operating Budget 2021
                                    Year-to-Date                      Annual Budget                   % of Annual Budget
Total Income             $    971,678.98                   $ 1,061,803.00                   86% 
Total Expense            $    960,929.38                  $ 1,061,803.00                   90%
Net Income/(loss)     $       10,749.40        
Note: Special offerings are not included

Because of your generosity and the fiscal stewardship of our Clergy and staff, we finished
the year in excellent position. Last year we were able to carry over $151,570.45 due to your
generosity and a Payroll Protection Plan Loan we received. $105,929 will be used to balance
the 2022 budget.

The list of activities we support through special donations, outside of the General Fund is a
long list. I have highlighted some of them below. Thank you to everyone for your generous
support of all of our many ministries. I wish you peace, health and love as we work our way
through another challenging year.

2021 DESIGNATED FUNDS
COFFEEHOUSE WORSHIP           $  1,671.75            OTHER OUTREACH
FOOD PANTRY                              $  3,662.11            GROWING HOPE GLOBALLY     $      5,319.00                               
MUSIC DESIGNATED                    $  1,450.00            UMCOR UNDESIGNATED           $     3,700.00
MUSIC & ARTS COMMITTEE        $  2,827.00           UMCOR HUNGER COINS            $           44.88
JUSTICE TEAM                                $  1,757.17           WESLEY FOUNDATION               $      6,000.00
UMC CHURCHWIDE OFFERINGS                             YOU ARE NOT ALONE (YANA)    $        300.00
HUMAN RELATIONS SUNDAY     $      285.00           RECONCILING MINISTRIES         $          50.00
NATIVE AMERICAN SUNDAY        $      685.85          INTERN MINISTRY PROGRAM    $   12,500.00
UMCOR SUNDAY                           $   1,155.00          HELPING OUR NEIGHBORS        $  27,952.50
PEACE WITH JUSTICE                    $       280.00          PASTORS DISCRETIONARY         $  30,225.33
WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY $       235.69          TOTAL                                           $134,340.40
OTHER SPECIAL SUNDAY OFFERINGS  
CHRISTMAS OFFERING                 $  12,419.90 
EASTER OFFERING                         $    8,769.25

If you would like to share a prayer
request with our clergy and prayer
ministry team, please visit www.umc-
kzo.org/contact-us/prayer-request/. If
you do not have internet access,
please call the church
at (269) 381-6340 and leave a
message. Prayer requests
need to be received each THURSDAY
by noon for inclusion in our weekly list
for the prayer ministry team. 

Fred and Lana Allen 
Wanda Boekhout
Bovid Family
Harriet & Don Chalker
Terry Crockett
Miriam Finch
Graham Family
Nell Holland
Lenora Holliday
House Family
David Houseman
Bob Hunt
Hurley Family
Hyde Family
Doris Lee 
Bob & Judy McClelland
Ellen McDonald
Myrta Messikommer 
Gautam Parthasarathy & Family
Peavler Family
Jeanne Plott 
Anna Rassmussen
Richards Family
Mary Lou Sanderson
Jan Search 
Skuza Family 
Chris Uggen & Family
Vindedahl Family
Kathy Winchell
Keene & Liza Wolfe
Janet Wydendorf

Prayer requests

Please keep these friends 
in your prayers:

Ruth Evelyn Graham, who died on
January 28.
 

Our Sympathy and Prayers to
the Family and Friends of:

Mission of the Month Updates from the Outreach Team
October’s Mission of the Month was the Salvation Army ‘Share the Warmth’ coat drive. Over
400 coats and 1,000 winter items were given away on November 4-5 to families and
individuals in need of coats to help them stay warm. This year an outpouring of coats were
donated to share with so many of those in need. As a result, additional coats were shared
with a few other local social service agencies that serve the homeless and those in need.
Thank you for your donations and support of this ministry!

People were also very generous for the December Angel Tree. As part of our support of this
ministry, 13,378 children across the West Michigan region had their Christmas morning
brightened with a gift and 64,340 gifts were graciously distributed. Thank you for continuing
to support these ministries and all Mission of the Month organizations each month! 

Additionally, the Outreach Team would like to thank the congregation for generously
supporting the January Mission of the Month. The following items were collected and donated
to the Gospel Mission and Ministry with Community to help individuals stay warm and dry
during the stormy Winter weather. Your generosity and thoughtfulness for the unhoused is
greatly appreciated.

-24 Bags of personal care items 
-54 Pairs of socks 
-33 Hats 
-5 Scarves 
-11 Pairs of gloves 

-1 Set of thermal underwear 
-12 Pairs of hand warmers
 
140 Items Total!

https://www.umc-kzo.org/contact-us/prayer-request/


As we move into the final months of
the Dream campaign for affordable
housing, thank God for the
congregation's ongoing, generous
contributions.

Ask God to give wisdom and
discernment to the Dream team as
they make decisions that impact our
neighbors and our work with our six
non-profit partners.

Pray that a new construction site
manager will be found by Habitat for
Humanity so their work can move
forward.

Meanwhile, ask God to prepare the
family for home ownership that has
been chosen for the Charles Street
Habitat house. May God make clear to
our congregation the opportunities to
reach out and support the family as
they eventually move into the
completed home. 

-The Dream Team

Dream Team Prayer Corner

Articles for the next issue are due no
later than March 14, 2022. The next
newsletter will be mailed the week of
March 21. Articles submitted to the
newsletter should be sent to Bethany
Gauthier at bgauthier@umc-kzo.org.
Articles may be edited for space and
content. 

The First Word for
March
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House Meeting Recap: By Donna Dunyak, Co-Lay Leader
We’d like to thank everyone who participated in the House Meetings that ran for three
weeks from November 7-December 4. We had 30 people who graciously agreed to take on
leadership roles to conduct these meetings and a total of 95 participants. The purpose of
the House Meetings is to provide church leaders with a collective understanding of each
participant’s personal relationship to our church and its unique culture.

During the past two years when pandemic life has forced us to recreate how we live our
lives, there has been such a sense of loss, personally and in our community with others.
The opportunity to gather together again, in small groups was very meaningful particularly
when many people in the groups came together not knowing each other, but left feeling
much more connected.

As the team leaders gathered to review what was heard, some common themes emerged
and provided us with a sense of direction for not only what is important to people, but
where we need to focus our future efforts. First, there was great appreciation for the many
gifts our church already has in place. We are so grateful for our clergy and staff, all of our
wonderful music that enhances our worship services, the opportunities for our youth and
the Academy Classes for spiritual growth and learning. We all need to continue to support
what draws us to First United Methodist Church, but what can we do to make our church
even better?

Are we living into our congregational identity, vision and mission? Perhaps we need to
examine these areas more closely for better alignment. As we welcome new people into
our congregation, we also need to identify clearer pathways for people to easily integrate
into our church.

This summer we started putting together some new small groups for people to gather and
enjoy a number of activities such as bicycling, pickleball, yoga, walking and Bible study. It
has been valuable and meaningful to those who participated. This is an area of great
interest; to expand upon our small group gatherings to be intergenerational and find ways
for the whole family to be involved. Being invitational to encourage others to join in is a
good way to broaden participation. One focus of church leadership this year will be to
increase small group opportunities. Please consider getting involved, but also be proactive
by hosting or suggesting additional ideas to expand our list.

Another theme that was consistent among the groups was to be more intentional about
building relationships within our church and by reaching out into our community.
Especially at this time of isolation, we must work harder to stay connected and make a
more concerted effort to take care of each other. One way to do this is to put more
support systems in place like childcare, thoughtful scheduling and transportation to
increase inclusivity. When we care for each other first, we are then stronger to reach out
into the community. Community outreach has been a cornerstone of this church from the
very beginning and people are interested in continuing our mission to Share God’s Love.
We will be putting a lot of effort into evaluating how we can better schedule, communicate
and recruit volunteers for a variety of community activities. Please watch for these
opportunities and consider getting involved!

Everyone who participated felt that the House Meetings were a huge success, but we
would like to hear from more of you! A survey was mailed out that includes the same
questions that were discussed at the House Meetings. Please give your feedback. It is
important to us that you be heard and have a voice in the future direction of First United
Methodist Church.

February Mission of the Month: Communities in Schools Kids' Closet
The Mission of the Month for February is
Communities in Schools (CIS) Kids' Closet.
Communities in Schools’ mission is to
surround students with a community of
support, empowering them to stay in school
and achieve in life. The Kids’ Closet plays a
key role in helping to meet the needs of K-
12 students for clothing, personal care
items and school supplies so that they are
ready and able to learn every day. 

New Girl’s Briefs sizes 5, 6, 12 and 16
New Girl’s Leggings and Pants sizes
xsmall to xlarge 
New Unisex or Boy’s Sweatpants sizes
small through xlarge 
Men’s and Women’s Deodorants 
Thin Crayola Markers (10-12 pack)  

These are the items Kids' Closet is
requesting to meet the needs of the
students they support:   

Please bring your donations to the Mission of the Month box near the security desk. 

Connect with resources and
information at blackhistorymonth.gov

https://blackhistorymonth.gov/

