
Open Monday through Friday, 7:30am to 5:45pm
Full and part-time openings available. 
“Sibling discount” of 10% off the older sibling’s
tuition. 
Scholarships may be available for up to 50%
tuition. 

We would like to thank Julie Meyers, the Director of
First Care, for her almost 16 years with the daycare.
We wish her all the best as she begins a new career.  
 
First Care, with the support of the church, is looking
to fill her position as well as more positions to
ensure that First Care remains open to the many
families it serves.  
 
First Care has been located in our church on the 2nd
floor for almost 27 years. It is a fully licensed
childcare center that provides exceptional childcare
for the children of working parents. First Care
provides a Christian environment where the values
of caring, sharing and loving are constantly
encouraged. Our program also promotes a sense of
self and respect for one another. The childcare
center is in a secure area of First United Methodist
Church of Kalamazoo. There is an outside
playground, and the children have daily rides in their
large buggy (weather permitting)! 

 
Please share with potential applicants: First Care
Preschool and Daycare inside First United Methodist
Church of Kalamazoo is hiring!  
 
They are seeking staff for the following roles: 
-Childcare Director 
-Assistant Childcare Director 
-Lead Preschool Teacher 
-Part-time Assistant Childcare Teachers 
 
$1000 sign-on bonus available for full-time roles! 
 
Learn more at https://www.umc-kzo.org/contact-
us/job-openings
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First Care
Preschool and
Daycare:
Updates and
Job Openings

When a person experiences a “call to ministry” and wishes to become
ordained or licensed for full time ministry, they begin a journey that takes
several years. For United Methodists that includes obtaining a seminary
degree and ongoing work with the Board of Ordained Ministry of the Annual
Conference. An early step in that process requires them to meet with the
Staff Parish Relations Committee followed by approval from the Charge
Conference of their local church.

Our church has a long history of members who have gone into full time
ministry. While there are likely others before 1956, the list below shows 21
people who began their journey into full time ministry as part of our
congregation.

On June 3 at the Michigan Annual Conference, Heather McDougall-Walsh will
be ordained as an elder and Ian Boley will be commissioned as a Provisional
Elder. Our church is pleased to recognize these achievements. On May 22,
we will present a Bible to Ian Boley during the worship service at Gull Lake
United Methodist Church, where he currently serves as pastor. On May 29,
we will present a stole made by Deb Search Willoughby to Heather
McDougall-Walsh, who will be with us in worship.

Pastors Entering Ministry From Our Church

Members of First United Methodist Church of
Kalamazoo Entering Ministry
1956  Bruce Bowman

1957  Theodore Benneck

1957  Richard Hooker

1963  David Spieler

1965  Dale Crawford

1965  Carl Hausermann

1975  Karen Slager Wheat

1975  Bill Johnson

1980  Wade Panse

1985  Kay DeMoss

1986  Tom Crossman

1987  Janet Ellinger

1988  Gary Keene

1989  Susan Hagans

1990  Mark Thompson

1991  David Martin

1992  Cynthia Schaefer

2002  Jana Jirak

2005  Julie Kline

2006  Heather McDougall-Walsh

2013  Ian Boley

https://www.umc-kzo.org/contact-us/job-openings
https://www.umc-kzo.org/


 

From June 3-4, 2022, thousands will gather at the
Arcadia Creek Festival Place in Kalamazoo to
celebrate LGBTQ+ Pride. The two-day festival
commemorates the 1969 Stonewall riots in New
York City, an uprising that marked the beginning of
the movement to end discriminatory laws and
practices against LGBTQ+ Americans. Although the
Stonewall Riots weren’t the first time that LGBTQ+
people stood up against police harassment, the
event is definitely the best-known and led to the
creation of what we know as Pride today. 
 (For additional historical background, please read
“6 Major Moments in Queer History BEYOND the
Stonewall Riots” at www.them.us/story/queer-
history-beyond-stonewall.)

 

Update and One Last Dream Team Opportunity

 

Page 2

As many of you know, we began a campaign almost three years ago to help address the
affordable housing issue in Kalamazoo. We have accomplished much! While we hope to
continue to maintain relationships with our partner organizations long into the future, this
August we are winding down the financial portion of our work. 

We would like to thank those of you who have given so much toward this effort, both in
your time, prayers and your financial gifts. We would like to encourage those of you who
have not taken the opportunity to be a part of this life-changing campaign to join us in
creating additional affordable and safe housing options. Also, we have the chance, if we
raise enough in additional funding, to provide a fourth transitional house for the YWCA.
Recent data estimates that about 30% of all homelessness in Kalamazoo is due to domestic
violence. The house we could help them purchase would be dedicated to women and
children who have experienced domestic violence situations, and is a way for them to
experience a safe home environment. 

All gifts will make a difference for someone’s life. So, if you have not given to the Dream
Fund, please consider doing so. If you have given, please consider if your circumstances
would allow you to give more. We hope to raise an additional $50,000 to $60,000 or more
through August to support the purchase of this house. Thank you for supporting the Dream
of affordable and safe housing for all.  

What is Pride? Learn More from the Reconciling Ministry Team

Special offerings as of 
April 2022

FUMC Special Offerings
Human Relations Sunday     $1621.44
UMCOR Sunday                      $  275.69
Easter Offering                       $ 6709.96
Native American Sunday      $       0.00 
Peace With Justice Sunday   $   200.00
Justice Team Michigan United/ISAAC
                                                  $       0.00
ASP Sunday Youth Missions $       0.00
World Communion Sunday  $   100.00
Christmas Offering                 $   702.75
UMW Sunday                           $       0.00
Christian Education Sunday  $     50.00
UM Student Day                      $     50.00
YANA                                         $        0.00
Phase 2 HON Phone Project
                                                  $11,338.00  

Livestream Satellite
Worship Coming Soon to
Friendship Village

We are excited to announce a new
time for our satellite worship service at
Friendship Village: LIVESTREAMED at
10am beginning Sunday, June 12, 2022!
Our worship service will be on hiatus
May 22, 29, and June 5, and will
resume at the new time on June 12.
We look forward to seeing Friendship
Village residents there! Please contact
Thom Victor, Director of
Congregational Care, at tvictor@umc-
kzo.org with any questions. 

Following the Stonewall Riots, organizers wanted to build on that spirit of resistance. The
following year, they organized a march to Central Park and adopted the theme of “Gay
Pride” as a counterpoint to the prevailing attitude of shame. That march down Christopher
Street soon expanded to other cities, with many more joining in year over year through the
1970s until Pride became the massive celebration that we know today!

On Saturday, June 4, our church, along with other open and affirming UMCs in the area, will
be present as collaborative “Reconciling United Methodists” with interactive activities to
celebrate LGBTQIA+ Pride! If you are interested in volunteering at Pride, connect to our
online form linked here. If you need assistance accessing the online form or would like to
help with set up, clean up or volunteering at our church table, please contact Lisa Batten at
batten.lisam@gmail.com. For additional information on Kalamazoo Pride, visit
www.outfrontkzoo.org/pride2022.

You Can Be a Day Brightener!
Do you get excited when you pick up your USPS mail and discover an
envelope—with a hand written address—and a first-class stamp?
And you know it isn’t an ad or a bill, but a special greeting just for
you! You can share that day brightening excitement with others.
Check out the Card Ministry box across from the Security Desk. Think
of someone who could use a day brightener—because of illness or
loneliness, or to say thanks for a job well done, or to let them know
they are missed. Find an appropriate card and write a brief note. (If
needed, you can get address information from the staff member at
the security desk.)

We’ve been blessed by the creativity of the kids in Godly Play and
some of the cards were designed by them. Come and check them
out, write a short note and brighten someone’s day! 

https://www.them.us/story/queer-history-beyond-stonewall
https://secure.myvanco.com/YNDG/campaign/C-Z0P1
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdaVtSW7Dt3ET8AEz1w9WV0lAubPOad0VO5sHqORFMvDBiSWg/viewform
https://www.outfrontkzoo.org/pride2022
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Children and Families Ministries: Upcoming Events
The last week of Sunday School for children and parents (Family Foundations) will be June 5,
2022. We will celebrate after church with a Pajama and Pancake Party in the Arches on the
2nd floor. Children are encouraged to wear their (appropriate for public) pajamas to church
on Sunday, June 5! 

Tween Group: Ms. Julia had a scheduling conflict come and there will be no Tween Group on
May 22, 2022 for 4th-6th graders after church, but there will be Sunday School (as noted
above). Tween Group will instead meet on Friday, June 3, 2022 from 5:30-7:30pm to have
a scavenger hunt and dinner downtown! Please drop off your 4th-6th graders at 5:30pm in
the church parking lot and pick them up at 7:30pm (also in the church parking lot). Ms. Julia
and Magen Lindstrom will lead us downtown for some fun! Please RSVP to Ms. Julia at
jlibrizzi@umc-kzo.org if your tween can join us so we are sure to have enough food for all! 

If you would like to share a prayer
request with our clergy and prayer
ministry team, please visit www.umc-
kzo.org/contact-us/prayer-request/. If
you do not have internet access,
please call the church
at (269) 381-6340 and leave a
message. Prayer requests
need to be received each THURSDAY
by noon for inclusion in our weekly list
for the prayer ministry team. 

Allen Family
Wanda Boekhout
Boley Family
Bovid Family
Don & Harriet Chalker
Douglas Family
Finch Family
Graham Family
Ashton & Mary Ellen Fredenburg
Gartner Family
Nell Holland
Lenora Holliday
David Houseman
Bob Hunt
Hurley Family
Hyde Family
Knight Family
Doris Lee 
Bob & Judy McClelland
Ellen McDonald
Durrell & Marsha McKenzie
Myrta Messikommer 
Gautam Parthasarathy & Family
Peavler Family
Jeanne Plott 
Anna Rassmussen
Richards Family
Mary Lou Sanderson
Jan Search 
Skuza Family 
Chris Uggen & Family
Vindedahl Family
Winchell Family
Keene & Liza Wolfe
Woolrich Family
Janet Wydendorf

Prayer requests

Please keep these friends 
in your prayers:

Fred Allen, who died on May 3.
Donald Douglas, who died on May 6.
Lola Gartner, who died on May 4.
Kathy Winchell, who died on April 21.

Our Sympathy and Prayers to
the Family and Friends of:

One-on-One Spiritual Care for Those Who Are Hurting:
Become a Stephen Minister
We recently celebrated with joy, our congregation’s long history
of Stephen Ministry! Stephen Ministers are trained laypersons
who provide one-on-one spiritual care for those who are
hurting. 

If you feel called to caring ministry or have further questions
about Stephen Ministry, please contact Pastor Thom Victor,
tvictor@umc-kzo.org. We will begin a training class for new
Stephen Ministers this August.

Helping Our Neighbors: Phone Project Update 
Helping Our Neighbors (HON) is extremely grateful for our congregation's support of the
Phone Project, which has helped them reach multiple milestones in a relatively short amount
of time. When they handed out the first phones on October 21, 2021, they had a stated goal
of distributing 100 cell phones to many of Kalamazoo's underserved population. By the end of
April 2022, they reached over 500 distributed phones! Please join HON in thanking God for
helping their volunteers to be a part of this achievement!

Due to some health challenges for key people, HON is taking a pause and is not distributing
phones as originally scheduled. This health issue, coupled with the reality that they are
reaching the limit of the funds they've raised, were key reasons HON has made this decision.

Though they have found it necessary to "scale back" the pace of distribution, HON is pursuing
additional funding and hopes that organizations who have been able to partner with them will
continue to look for ways to help provide not only cell phones, but also information on other
services that are badly needed. (Integrated Services of Kalamazoo, for example, had been
joining HON at the distribution sites to provide details about the services they offer.)

HON hopes this pause will be temporary, but the harsh reality is that they cannot give away
phones they cannot purchase. Thank you for your support and for helping HON achieve more
than they ever thought they could when they began the Phone Project. HON will continue to
accept donations for the Phone Project and you can donate online through our website. 

Manna: A Group for Young  Adults at FUMC Kalamazoo
What is Manna? It's a place for young adults to be in
community with one another while also exploring faith. In the
Bible, Manna represents God arriving to a people who were
yet discovering who they were. Manna was God’s provision.
Manna was God’s way of teaching a people how to live and
be together. Manna was preparing them for the journey
ahead. Our time together is like Manna. It's a time to study
scripture, talk about recent events, pray together and
discover who God is having us to be for the journey ahead.
All young adults are welcome to join this group, which holds
regular gatherings at church and around Kalamazoo.
Upcoming events will primarily be on Wednesday evenings at
6:30pm and include book discussions, kayaking, an outing to
a Kalamazoo Growlers game and maybe even karaoke! If
you'd like to learn more, please contact Mandakini Brophy at
mbrophy@umc-kzo.org or (269) 352-7042.

mailto:jlibrizzi@umc-kzo.org
https://www.umc-kzo.org/contact-us/prayer-request/
https://secure.myvanco.com/YNDG/campaign/C-11RKA


Ask God to guide us as a church in
continuing to build strong relationships
with Building Blocks, Habitat for
Humanity, the YWCA, Kalamazoo
Collective and Community Homeworks.  
May our minds and hearts be open to
continuing to serve alongside of these
housing partners in helping to create
safe neighborhoods and housing for all
of our Kalamazoo neighbors.

-The Dream Team

Dream Team Prayer Corner

Articles for the next issue are due no
later than June 13, 2022. The next
newsletter will be mailed the week of
June 20. Articles submitted to the
newsletter should be sent to Bethany
Gauthier at bgauthier@umc-kzo.org.
Articles may be edited for space and
content. 

The First Word for June
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May Mission of the Month: WMU Seita Scholars
Nationwide, less than 5% of youth who have
been in the foster care system successfully
complete college. The Seita Scholars Program
at WMU is part of an initiative helping to
create transitions for students age 18-25 who
have aged out of the foster system.

Seita Scholars are supported in developing a
community with other individuals who have
faced similar obstacles, are provided financial
support and, with the help of a Campus
Coach, create a network that enhances their
skill sets. The program is also working to assist
former foster care students on campus who
are not Seita Scholar recipients.

Graduate's name
School they're graduating from
Future plans
Favorite church memory
A photo of the graduate

If you have a high school or college
graduate (from December 2021
through summer 2022), help us
recognize their accomplishments!
Please email Bethany at
bgauthier@umc-kzo.org with the
following information: 

Celebrating Our Graduates

The program relies significantly on individuals and organizations throughout the
community to provide for the personal needs of the students. Join us in helping to meet
the needs by purchasing any of the following items and placing them in the Mission of the
Month box in the entryway of our church: Laundry detergent, dryer sheets, hand
sanitizer, toilet paper, full size shampoo, body wash or lotion and deodorant. To
make a monetary donation, you will be able to donate online through our website or write
Seita Scholars in your check memo line.

Save the Date: Peace with Justice Sunday on June 12, 2022
What is Peace with Justice Sunday? United Methodists relate to this special Sunday by
seeking peaceful solutions, creating and supporting peace-related ministries in their
conference and learning about peaceful, just efforts around the world. Our Social
Principles call us to love our enemies, seek justice, and serve as reconcilers of conflict. We
insist that the first moral duty of all nations is to work together to resolve by peaceful
means every dispute that arises between or among them.

The United Methodist Church, with its historic commitment to peace and justice, can and
should provide leadership to this social transformation. The General Board of Church and
Society Church holds a non-governmental, consultative status with the United Nations.
This status allows us to participate in UN meetings, consultations and conferences. We
recognize and renew our call for social transformation, for the quest to open the doors of
opportunity for all, to distribute resources more equitably, and to provide better care for
persons in need.

Donations for this special Sunday support programs and ministries to educate, equip and
mobilize actions in support of identified Economic, Health, and Gender Justice Priorities.
Each Annual Conference has a Peace with Justice Coordinator developing local social
justice ministries. Fifty percent of the offering remains in your annual conference to
support this ministry.

We achieve peace with justice efforts by working with the World Council of Churches,
interfaith and ecumenical bodies, and secular organizations for social-justice policies and
programs that seek the wholeness of shalom for all of God’s people. Your gift, joined with
the gifts of others makes a significant impact in the lives of individuals and communities.
To take part, please include Peace with Justice in your check memo line or donate online.

https://secure.myvanco.com/YNDG/campaign/C-ZADM
https://secure.myvanco.com/YNDG/home

