
Our dues of $1600 will help ISAAC achieve its
primary goal of creating a community in which
every individual is held as beloved.
Our participation will help ISAAC determine the
issues that most need to be addressed every two
years.
By being a part of ISAAC, FUMC Kalamazoo can
assist in proposing actions for our elected
leaders and then holding them accountable for
doing what they said they would do when they
campaigned. 

On July 24, 2022, there will be a special offering
during our Sunday worship, an offering that will
enable our church to lean into our commitment
to support ISAAC, Interfaith Strategy for
Advocacy and Action in the Community.

These past two years, ISAAC has concentrated on
addressing gun violence, affordable housing and
racism. These issues are central in our own church. 
 Do you yearn for real changes in how our city and
county function? If so, why should we not participate
in a city-wide coalition of like-minded people and
congregations/organizations?
  
Public officials have participated in ISAAC-led
programs that document how racism has dogged
our past. We have flooded the public comments of
the City and County Commissions when they were
considering actions that might jeopardize previous
gains in fair-housing and redistricting.  

Any excess funds will be used for Justice work,
guided by the leadership of the Outreach
Team/Missions of the Month, Justice for Our
Neighbors/Advocacy, Reconciling Ministry Team,
Outreach Team, ISAAC/Leadership Board and our
Pastors. 
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212 S. PARK STREET, KALAMAZOO, MI 49007  //  (269) 381-6340  //  WWW.UMC-KZO.ORG
JOIN US FOR WORSHIP IN PERSON OR ONLINE ON SUNDAYS AT 10AM.   

Supporting ISAAC Kalamazoo
“Ask, and God will give to you. Search, and you will find.
Knock, and the door will open for you.”   ~Matthew 7:7 New Century Version 

Our worship planners would like to offer an opportunity for you to share
your questions of faith and we will use them as the basis for one of our
summer worship series. We live in challenging and unusual times, now and
always is a good time to ask the hard questions and do some deep thinking
and honest reflection. 

We ask you to submit your questions in the box at the Welcome Desk, by
emailing Pastors Julie or Matt at jkline@umc-kzo.org and mweiler@umc-
kzo.org or by calling the church office at (269) 381-6340. We will collect
questions through the month of July, choose several and offer the worship
series in the month of August. An engaged faith embraces questions and
moves us closer to God.  

Questions of Faith Summer Worship Series

August Mission of the Month: Helping Our Neighbors 
The funds for our Helping Our Neighbors ministry are getting low! As a
response to the skyrocketing needs of our underserved neighbors, the
Outreach Team's August Mission of the Month will be a financial contribution
to Helping Our Neighbors. Throughout the month, please consider donating
by check (please include Helping Our Neighbors in the memo line) or you can
also donate online through our website to this important outreach ministry.
A special Helping Our Neighbors offering will be designated for the August
Change the World Offering during Second Sunday worship on August 14.
Thank you for your support in helping people feel secure in their homes. 

https://www.umc-kzo.org/
https://secure.myvanco.com/YNDG/campaign/C-Z0KZ
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Wear a mask indoors in public
Stay up to date with COVID-19 vaccines
Get tested if you have symptoms
Additional precautions may be needed for people at high risk for severe illness

Masks will be required within the church. 
Masks will continue to be available at the doors off the parking lot. 
We expect that all persons who are able, will be vaccinated. 
If you would prefer to worship at home, please join us online.

Kalamazoo County Health & Community Services recently announced that Kalamazoo
County has returned to a high-risk level for COVID-19. Due to this news, we have returned to
a mask required practice for all events at the church. 

 As recommended by KCHCS, these are the prevention steps that should be taken if your
community is at a high-risk level:

(For more information and to view the current health data for Kalamazoo, please visit the
KCHCS COVID-19 dashboard at https://www.kalcounty.com/hcs/datahub/covid19.php.)

While Kalamazoo County is currently classified as a high-risk level community, FUMC
Kalamazoo will return to a “mask required" practice.

Please be aware that this practice has the potential to change again should community
circumstances change. Throughout this pandemic we have valued most highly the practice
of loving our neighbor. Let us continue this in thought, word, and action as we continue to
navigate the challenges of the pandemic. 

Thank you for your assistance as we work to prioritize 
the health of our congregation and community. 

Shalom,
Pastor Julie Kline
Lori Owen-Rogers, Church Council Chair
Derek Wheaton, Church Council Chair
Tammy Eaton, Co-Lay Leader
Donna Dunyak, Co-Lay Leader
Lisa Batten, Co-Reconciling Team Leader
Mary Whittaker Duncan, Co-Reconciling Team Leader

Finance Committee
By Sandy Gower
Finance Committee Chair

Happy Summer! I hope you are all able
to take advantage of the wonderful
weather and enjoy some time in
nature. The church’s finances remain
in good condition thanks to your
steadfast generosity. In April, we had
income of $73,291 and expenses of
$60,805 leaving a monthly surplus of
$12,485. In May, we had income of
$79,376 and expenses of $105,313,
leaving a deficit for the month of
($25,937).  We have a year-to-date
deficit of ($49,224).  

Thanks to your generous gifts, we are
blessed to be able to support the
ministries of First United Methodist
Church.

Kalamazoo Service Project: Join us July 25-29, 2022!
Our youth are once again serving our own local community for a week this summer, from
July 25-29, 2022. This year's service projects will include work at local nonprofit
organizations as well as work here at the church. If you'd like to learn more about work
crews or help with event set up here at the church, please contact Mandakini Brophy at
mbrophy@umc-kzo.org. 

KSP would also like to invite our church community to an outdoor cookout on the
FUMC Kalamazoo front lawn on Thursday, July 28 starting at 5:30pm. We hope you join
us for food, games, fellowship and fun! In line with that day's KSP theme, wearing a
Hawaiian shirt to the cookout is encouraged, but not required. 

Come Visit Our Native Garden at FUMC Kalamazoo
When you’re next at church, you’re encouraged to visit our Wild Ones certified native plant
butterfly garden! The garden includes coneflowers, milkweed, rattlesnake master,
bergamot, compass plant and more—and you can catch the mid-summer blooms now!
Thank you to Molly Williams for serving as steward of this beautiful space. 

Kalamazoo In Bloom

Thank you to Kalamazoo In Bloom for
keeping Bronson Park beautiful!
Kalamazoo in Bloom is a nonprofit
organization that beautifies public
spaces in Kalamazoo and Portage with
locally grown plants and flowers, with
a special emphasis on annuals.
Hundreds of volunteers help on
community-wide planting days held
each spring. Community involvement
is extremely important for Kalamazoo
In Bloom as they typically maintain a
group of over 200 volunteers to work
in their community garden spaces. If
you are interested in learning more
about Kalamazoo In Bloom's mission
and their upcoming volunteer
opportunities, please visit
kalamazooinbloom.org.

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fumc-kzo.us5.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D5f9ffb3347d641f79f06fa8f9%26id%3D350f3ca713%26e%3D60e25c234a&data=05%7C01%7Cbgauthier%40umc-kzo.org%7C5838aeb667fb43de194508da670dab0d%7C049bf07f4a0e4009b39cd75d30160a7c%7C0%7C0%7C637935605647151847%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CrLno3TS7QUyXy%2FsG45G%2FvI%2FD%2BecH4NaQiEbJIRnIXE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fumc-kzo.us5.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D5f9ffb3347d641f79f06fa8f9%26id%3D8058fd5b4c%26e%3D60e25c234a&data=05%7C01%7Cbgauthier%40umc-kzo.org%7C5838aeb667fb43de194508da670dab0d%7C049bf07f4a0e4009b39cd75d30160a7c%7C0%7C0%7C637935605647151847%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=aoiIR88sSkeBf7RG0fKJ7N%2FXL2AvOfxCEzfj62o1E%2F0%3D&reserved=0
https://www.kalcounty.com/hcs/datahub/covid19.php
https://www.kalamazooinbloom.org/
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Children and Families Ministries: Summer Events
Outdoor Fellowship for parents with young children will
take place most Wednesday evenings this summer!
Fellowship locations will rotate as families take turns
hosting, so please bring your chairs, water and a snack
to share on Wednesday nights. In addition, monthly
service projects (dates to be confirmed) will continue to
take place at the Growing Community Garden at
Sunnyside United Methodist Church in Kalamazoo. 

Please also save the date for a special Family Fun event
on Wednesday, August 17 at the River Oaks County
Park splash pad. (Note: The park requires a $5 daily
parking fee or Annual Kalamazoo County vehicle permit
for entrance.) Questions? Contact Julia Librizzi at
jlibrizzi@umc-kzo.org. 

If you would like to share a prayer
request with our clergy and prayer
ministry team, please visit www.umc-
kzo.org/contact-us/prayer-request/. If
you do not have internet access,
please call the church
at (269) 381-6340 and leave a
message. Prayer requests
need to be received each THURSDAY
by noon for inclusion in our weekly list
for the prayer ministry team. 

Allen Family
Wanda Boekhout
Boley Family
Bovid Family
Don & Harriet Chalker
Douglas Family
Finch Family
Graham Family
Ashton & Mary Ellen Fredenburg
Gartner Family
Nell Holland
Lenora Holliday
David Houseman
Bob Hunt
Hurley Family
Nancy & Earl Hyde
Knight Family
Doris Lee 
Bob & Judy McClelland
Ellen McDonald
Durrell & Marsha McKenzie
Myrta Messikommer 
Parthasarathy Family
Peavler Family
Jeanne Plott 
Anna Rassmussen
Richards Family
Mary Lou Sanderson
Jan Search 
Barb Skuza
Synwolt Family
Treece Family
Chris Uggen & Family
Lori Valkema
Vindedahl Family
Winchell Family
Liza Wolfe
Woolrich Family
Janet Wydendorf

Prayer requests

Please keep these friends 
in your prayers:

Rev. Dr. Royal Synwolt, who died on
June 29.
Joyce Treece, who died on July 19. 
Fay Woolrich, who died on June 21. 

Our Sympathy and Prayers to
the Family and Friends of:

Monthly EPS Recycling Collection Continues on Sunday, August 14

The National Suicide Prevention Lifeline, now known
as the 988 Suicide & Crisis Lifeline, can be more
easily reached by calling or texting 988, or chatting
on 988lifeline.org.

988 serves as a universal entry point so that no
matter where you live in the U.S., you can easily
access 24/7 emotional support. You do not have to
be suicidal to reach out. Our trained crisis counselors
can help you through whatever mental health
challenges you are or a friend or loved one are
experiencing.

Do you have Styrofoam or EPS (expanded polystyrene)
foam you would like to have recycled? The second Sunday
of each month is your opportunity to bring EPS foam to
our collection box at church and from there it will be
delivered to Mayor's Riverfront Park.

Rather than being added to a landfill, the EPS foam will be
collected from the park by Dart Manufacturing. Dart grinds
the EPS and distributes it to manufacturers of picture
frames, interior molding, pens, rulers and other items.

988 National Suicide Prevention Lifeline 

Please note that only foam labeled 6, rinsed and wiped clean food containers, and items that
break when bent are accepted.

August 14, 2022 will be our next collection date, so mark your calendars and join us in this
effort to help save our planet.

Children's Nature Playscape on Bronson Park is Now Open
The Children's Nature Playscape on Bronson Park hosted their phase one grand opening
earlier this month. The Children's Nature Playscape on Bronson Park is a project dedicated to
transforming a reclaimed green space into a nature park for the children of Kalamazoo. 

The Children’s Nature Playscape was established
to foster the cultural, emotional, intellectual,
physical, social and spiritual development of
children and families. The community is
encouraged to visit and experience play in nature
as a way of strengthening family bonds and
improving overall health.

Current summer hours for the Children's Nature
Playscape are Tuesdays and Thursdays from
11am to 3pm, Saturdays from 10am to 3pm and
Sundays from 12 to 4pm. Learn more at
kalamazooplayscape.org

https://www.umc-kzo.org/contact-us/prayer-request/
https://988lifeline.org/
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2F988lifeline.org%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2t2qw0QqJwoHQ7F2Gv5eJ9Y-11BgNuVCNt1ieEwYRR0CHuGd6kT2QSCOk&h=AT2nskWKBnjy54f2kbd1QfGEfdUb84yunMy5O5-FACC5oNOhOD_lkepMDoO6PkYKEOjFAMzhzsVq8v_Dai7MNBJGLBKgYSeVl0ELpljGlc8gKTfiehGPcVtmguj7QS0AmSiIinyLNLeXo5du&__tn__=-UK*F&c[0]=AT0tHV69bk9jijIN9V8-ZuT91xgMT6-hzaSNsXAxmhsV_CDaPenmCQ6_VExRSiWEAKZtB2xfWpdQIBUAieGYhQu6-w8N08_btVVBE44Low_FVSodLsG3Ye12unjNKEMKWwLzx4vvhxsV8e4sUsV2kIUzClf_6puhx-VWd06dSmViz6SCGj9hAt_crzuONKmN-postmNE5w3SvkoicTS7lsokgk6FvbqV4Q
https://www.kalamazooplayscape.org/


Ask God to provide the safety and
support needed by the mothers and
children who have transitioned into the
three houses the Dream campaign has
funded for the YWCA.

In the final days of the Dream's
financial campaign, may we be led to
give generously to enable the purchase
of the fourth transitional house which
will be the final housing purchase of
the campaign for affordable housing
for all.

Praise God with us for all that the
campaign has accomplished in housing
our Kalamazoo neighbors! 

-The Dream Team

Dream Team Prayer Corner

Articles for the next issue are due no
later than August 8, 2022. The next
newsletter will be mailed the week of
August 15. Articles submitted to the
newsletter should be sent to Bethany
Gauthier at bgauthier@umc-kzo.org.
Articles may be edited for space and
content. 

The First Word for
August
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July Mission of the Month: Spring Valley Elementary

Boxes of 24 Crayola Crayons
Colored pencils
#2 Ticonderoga pencils
Colored markers, both fine and broad tip
Dry erase Markers
Glue sticks
Pencil boxes
Wide ruled notebooks
Construction paper (all colors)
Blank desk name tags

As has become tradition, school supplies for Spring Valley Elementary will be collected in
July. Amy Triemstra, Communities in Schools Coordinator, has received requests from
teachers for these supplies:

Please donate any of these items in any quantity and place them in the Mission of the
Month box by the church West/Parking Lot entrance. The supplies will be delivered to
Spring Valley in August. The teachers and students appreciate our support and the FUMC
Outreach Team thanks you very much also.  

May Mission of the Month:
Thank You for Supporting
the WMU Seita Scholars Our neighbors at First Presbyterian are

sponsoring a family with six children from
Afghanistan who are working hard and
becoming established in our community.

Before their deportation for his safety,
the father was a medic with the U.S. Army
for three years. The father is now
employed full-time at Summit Polymers
and the children are enrolled in
Kalamazoo Public Schools. 

This summer the father has taken on
additional hours and the children are
enrolled in summer school and ESL
classes. Their temporary housing ends
soon and they need an apartment or
house by September 1. Because of the
children's prior enrollment at Arcadia
Elementary, housing in the Arcadia or
Vine neighborhood is preferred, but
please contact Pat Stromsta, at
pat.stromsta@gmail.com with any leads
or questions. Thank you for any
assistance you can provide!

2 jugs of laundry detergent, plus 336
Tide pods
3 boxes dryer sheets
1 package paper towel
3 large bottles of hand sanitizer, plus
25 personal size bottles
1 package disinfectant wipes
96 rolls of toilet paper
9 bottles of body wash
8 bottles of shampoo
4 bottles of conditioner
3 deodorants 
2 tubes of toothpaste
2 boxes of Kleenex
9 personal care bags

A big THANK YOU to all who donated to
the May Mission of the Month to benefit
the WMU Seita Scholars. The Seita
Scholars Program provides scholarships,
on-campus year-round housing and
campus coaching along with emergency
and essential needs for former foster
care students.

The May collection included $310.00 plus
the following items:

-The Outreach Team

Housing Assistance
Needed for Refugee Family

Active Shooter Response
Training on July 28
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church (1747
W. Milham, Portage) will host Active
Shooter Training: A civilian and law
enforcement response to mobile active
violence on Thursday, July 28 at 6pm in
their church sanctuary. Jeff Crouse with
the Kalamazoo Police Department will
facilitate this discussion of preparation
and reflection and will give a basic
training on how to handle an active
shooter event. This session is open to
everyone and can be shared with family
and friends. 

Disability Equity Challenge
Begins on August 1

Registration is underway for the United
Way of South Central Michigan's 21-
Day Disability Equity Challenge!
Sign up to receive one email a day for
21 days and explore disability from a
position of equity and pride and to
raise awareness, increase
understanding, and shift perspectives
about disability in our culture.
This 21-day challenge begins on August
1, 2022! Learn more and sign up at
tinyurl.com/22disabilitychallenge

https://tinyurl.com/22disabilitychallenge

