
Chancel Singers rehearsals will begin on
Thursday, September 8 at 7:15pm. If you love to
sing and want to experience the love of God and
the joy of creating music with others, then please
come and join us on September 8 in the
sanctuary. Chancel Singers sing a few times a
month at the 10am service. We welcome new
members and all skill levels. 

Handbells will begin rehearsals on Thursday,
September 15 at 6pm in Wesley Hall. Our adult
handbell ensemble has a couple of open
positions and the ensemble is always on the
lookout for reliable substitute ringers. If you can
read music and would like to experience the fun
of ringing handbells, please be in touch with
music director Jackie Stilger at jstilger@umc-
kzo.org. We ring at the 10am service about once
a month and rehearse every week on Thursday
evenings at 6pm. 

First Beats Children’s Ensemble will begin
rehearsals on Tuesday, September 13 from 4:15-
5:30pm. First Beats is a music ensemble open to
children in grades 3-8. We hope to experience
the love of God through music making in many
different ways. We ring handbells, sing, play Orff
instruments, present plays and pageants and
play percussion instruments. We learn the
foundations of music and new ways of sharing
our gifts and talents with the congregation.
Please contact Jackie Stilger with any questions at
jstilger@umc-kzo.org.
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Upcoming Dates for Fall
Worship Music

By Nancy Hilliard

When I joined First United Methodist Church in 2005, I had recently left my job
due to exhaustion and had experienced the loss of my father and mother-in-
law following long illnesses; my soul was aching. I was invited to join United
Methodist Women (UMW), and although I was 15 to 20 years younger than
many of the members, I was welcomed in, and instantly impressed with the
vitality and spirituality of this group of women! They were active, as well as
activists, in our church, community and world. They believed in doing “the right
thing,” and especially supporting the needs of women and children. These
women became my mentors and role models and I would frequently say “I
want to be like you when I grow up!" I have been honored to be part of UMW
and these amazing women for the past 17 years.

In searching through records in the archive room, it appears that UMW began
at our church as the Women’s Home Missionary Society on September 1, 1884
—138 years ago! UMW has raised thousands upon thousands of dollars over
the years, a great deal of which were generated by the Merchandise Mart, a
huge rummage sale that attracted hundreds of people, which ran yearly for 50
years.

UMW has continued to raise money through pledges made by our members,
bake sales, New Year's Fest sloppy joe/food sales, Christmas parade hot
chocolate/donut sales, assisting at weddings and funerals and bequests from
members.

UMW has donated to many groups, more than I can mention here, and helped
with start up funds for Justice for our Neighbors (JFON), the Dream Team,
Costa Rica Children’s Home mission trips and ongoing support to Spring Valley
Elementary School.

Sadly, our time as an organized unit at First Methodist Church of Kalamazoo is
coming to a close, as we continue to lose our “saints” and do not have leaders
to take their place. Our final general meeting will be on Wednesday,
September 7 at 10:30am, at which time we will make decisions on distribution
of over $70,000 in funds and have a luncheon celebration lovingly prepared by
Barb Miller, Covid restrictions permitting! In true UMW fashion, we will also
leave funds for the start up of another women’s group in the future, the legacy
lives on!

I am grateful to United Methodist Women for their vision, leadership, hard
work and dedication, and although this chapter comes to a close, the impact of
our efforts will continue.

Gratitude, Celebration of, and Closure
for United Methodist Women

mailto:JStilger@umc-kzo.org
mailto:jstilger@umc-kzo.org
https://www.umc-kzo.org/


 

 

Note from the Staff Parish
Relations Committee
about the Charnleys
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The Staff Parish Relations Committee (SPRC)
seeks ways to support our staff in many and
varied ways. One way is to recognize
retirements. When our former Senior
Pastor, Steve Charnley, retired in June of
2020, we were in the beginning of the
pandemic. Our retirement celebration for
Steve and Cindy was therefore limited to a
Zoom gathering and a drive-by
event in the parking lot as well as a
collection of gifts and cards. Much heartfelt
gratitude was expressed, yet the desire to
do more in person remained.

We have reached out to Steve and were
beginning to plan an in-person celebratory
reception for sometime this fall. However,
with the surge in omicron, these plans have
been put aside. Steve has expressed his
gratitude and sense of completion for all
that was done in 2020. He sends his
blessings to our entire congregation and
suggests that it would be safest if anyone
who wishes to be in further touch please
contact them by calling, texting or emailing.
His message is that they would love to hear
from any and all!

Contact information for Steve and Cindy
Charnley is (email)
thecharnleys@sbcglobal.net and (cell) 
(269) 303-4902.

Finance Committee
By Sandy Gower
Finance Committee Chair

I don’t know about you but summer is
moving along much too fast. I am
thankful that we have been blessed
with more moderate weather than
many parts of the country. I continue
to be in awe of your continued
generosity in support of the Church
and its ministries. In June we had
income of $91,677 and expenses of
$84,411 leaving a monthly surplus of
$7,266. We have a year-to-date deficit
of ($41,359).  

Thanks to your generous gifts, we are
blessed to be able to support the
ministries of First United Methodist
Church.

Kalamazoo Service Project 2022
Cultivating Connections: Rooted in God's Love
Kalamazoo Service Project 2022 proved  to be a productive (and fun) week at First United
Methodist Church of Kalamazoo and across our community! Thank you to local
organizations taking part, to our organizers, to our volunteers, and, of course, to our youth.
Their hard work is making a difference in our church and our community.

Final Report on the Rohs
Scholarship Fund

The Board of Trustees is pleased to
report that the Rohs Scholarship Fund,
started by a gift from the David Rose
Trust, has given $1000 college
scholarships to 41 high school seniors
and college freshmen, all of whom
have been active in First United
Methodist Church of Kalamazoo.

The original gift was invested in the
United Methodist Foundation of
Michigan in 2007. The first use of the
money created a movie theater on the
church’s lower level. The remaining
money was used for college
scholarships beginning in 2017. We are
grateful for this generous gift.

Welcome to Patty, New
Security Staff Member

Patty Stemple, Security
pstemple@umc-kzo.org
We are excited to introduce a new addition
to our FUMC Kalamazoo staff! On behalf of
the SPRC, please welcome Patty Stemple,
who recently joined our security team. 

Patty is married to Tom Stemple, our
building maintenance staff member. Patty is
originally from Illinois where she was the
youngest of four daughters in her family.
Patty has five sons and is the proud
grandmother to three: two girls and one
boy. In her free time, Patty helps her
mother-in-law and also enjoys gardening. 

We are grateful Patty is part of our team--
and especially appreciative of her assistance
during Kalamazoo Service Project Week.
Thank you, Patty!

Patty Stemple

EPS/Styrofoam Recycling
on September 11

We invite you to bring your
EPS/Styrofoam items with you to
church on Sunday, September 11
when a member of the Outreach team
will be available at the collection box in
our lobby. Please note that only foam
labeled 6, rinsed and wiped clean food
containers and items that break when
bent are accepted. Thank you for
joining us in another effort to make
every day Earth Day! 

https://www.facebook.com/FirstUnitedMethodistChurchofKalamazoo?__cft__[0]=AZX_tQNXqugHEa3o8AsEzWTZQNgVQCIDaqD1g7qpqjo4pFCqEeyvpQ1SQFm9nOh2UxR-iQBvxhrTPUHPFGpq9JIkp9UM4Pkfum4OG2qB14x4eCEg3hjv64EWDRBendz5gLwNPkgoC3Ivd9BKLgOwX-NhtPf4s9_CfxuFO_Tgo5hAVA&__tn__=-]K-R
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Wesley Foundation in Financial Need

Hello friends of Wesley! The summer has been full and it's hard to believe we've already
reached the end of July. We are looking forward to welcoming students back to campus in a
few short weeks! As the new director, our ministry has been a wonderful whirlwind of
exploring faith, forming community and seeking justice. Since my beginning here, one thing
that has consistently brought me to my knees is gratitude for all of the support this ministry
receives. And the reason I am grateful is because your support matters. It matters for
students finding out who God is calling them to be and for the future of the church. It’s an
honor to lead a ministry that has such a measurable impact on our larger church
community.
 
We are SO grateful for the ways our donors have and continue to support us in our effort to  
be an authentic, transforming, Christ-centered community. While we are anticipating the
new school year and opportunities for ministry, we are in a very difficult financial position. 
 These next weeks are critical, and we know God's faithfulness to us will continue to show up
in various ways. Would you partner with us in making a financial gift to the Foundation? 
 
Thank you in advance for accepting our invitation to continue empowering young adults all
around the Kalamazoo area. We sincerely believe that with your contribution and support,
we will continue to reach the next generation.
 
We truly appreciate any and all help you can offer!

There are a couple ways you can choose to give. You can give through our FUMC Kalamazoo
church website at this link. Just specify the amount you would like to donate, the frequency
and list Wesley Foundation as the receiver.

You can also give directly to the Wesley Foundation at their website at www.wesleykzoo.org
or through this link. Thank you for helping to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the
Transformation of the World through our young people!

If you would like to share a prayer
request with our clergy and prayer
ministry team, please visit www.umc-
kzo.org/contact-us/prayer-request/. If
you do not have internet access,
please call the church
at (269) 381-6340 and leave a
message. Prayer requests
need to be received each THURSDAY
by noon for inclusion in our weekly list
for the prayer ministry team. 

Lana Allen & Family
Wanda Boekhout
Boley Family
Don & Harriet Chalker
Georgia & Billy Dalton
Douglas Family
Finch Family
Ashton & Mary Ellen Fredenburg
Gartner Family
Nell Holland
Lenora Holliday
David Houseman
Nancy Hyde & Family
Nancy Johnson
Bill & Ruth LaMachia
Doris Lee 
Bob & Judy McClelland
Ellen McDonald
Durrell & Marsha McKenzie
Myrta Messikommer 
Parthasarathy Family
Peavler Family
Jeanne Plott 
Anna Rassmussen
Richards Family
Mary Lou Sanderson
Jan Search 
Barb Skuza
Nelson & Mary Stapleton
Synwolt Family
Treece Family
Uggen Family
Lori Valkema
Winchell Family
Liza Wolfe
Janet Wydendorf

Prayer requests

Please keep these friends 
in your prayers:

Earl Hyde, who died on July 24. 

Our Sympathy and Prayers to
the Family and Friends of:

First Church Friends: Besides serving as
your co-chair of Church Council at FUMC, I
am also the liaison for the Wesley
Foundation at Western Michigan University.
The Wesley Foundation is in financial need.
Here is a synopsis from the current director
of the Wesley Foundation, Jeremy Simpson:

By Derek Wheaton

There's Still Time to Support
ISAAC Kalamazoo

August Mission of the Month:
Helping Our Neighbors

In case you missed our July special offering,
there is still time to support our
commitment to ISAAC (Interfaith Strategy
for Advocacy & Action in the Community
(ISAAC). You can include ISAAC in your check
memo line or donate online at umc-kzo.org. 

ISAAC is an interfaith organizing network of
congregations and strategic partners
working together to build a more just
community. Together, we claim the faith
values of hope over fear, abundance over
scarcity sacred community over isolation,
and equal opportunity over discrimination.
We hold our faith values in our hearts and
participate in the community organizing
process in order to see these values raised
in our society. Clergy, lay persons and
others involved in ISAAC are committed to
building a powerful organization that can
stand up to oppressive values operating in
our world.

For more information on the impact of
ISAAC in our community, please visit
https://isaackalamazoo.org.

The funds for our Helping Our Neighbors
ministry are getting low! As a response to
the skyrocketing needs of our underserved
neighbors, the Outreach Team's August
Mission of the Month is financial
contributions to Helping Our Neighbors.

Throughout the month, please consider
donating by check (please include Helping
Our Neighbors in the memo line) or you can
also donate online at umc-kzo.org to this
important outreach ministry. 

If you are interested in serving Helping Our
Neighbors as a volunteer, please contact
Tim Mullikin at mullikintimothy@gmail.com.
Assistance is needed to keep up with the
calls that HON receives. 

Thank you for your support in helping
people feel secure in their homes.

https://secure.myvanco.com/YNDG/campaign/C-11BJ5
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=JEZ44BU953ZNS
https://www.umc-kzo.org/contact-us/prayer-request/
https://secure.myvanco.com/YNDG/campaign/C-12R19
https://isaackalamazoo.org/
https://secure.myvanco.com/YNDG/campaign/C-Z0KZ


Praise God with us for the gifts that
have continued to come in toward the
Dream's goal of a fourth transitional
house for the YWCA.

Thank God that our FUMC youth
painted the warehouse of our Dream
partner, Kalamazoo Valley Habitat for
Humanity, during Kalamazoo Service
Project week and for Kzoo Habitat's
executive director, Rob Oakleaf, who
himself participated in ASP (Appalachia
Service Project) as a youth at FUMC
Kalamazoo.    

-The Dream Team

Dream Team Prayer Corner

Articles for the next issue are due no
later than September 12, 2022. The
next newsletter will be mailed the
week of September 19. Articles
submitted to the newsletter should be
sent to communications@umc-
kzo.org. Articles may be edited for
space and content. 

The First Word for
September
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September Mission of the Month: YWCA Kalamazoo

Hair conditioner (full size)
Body wash (full size)
Kids toothpaste (no adult toothpaste, please)
Deodorant
Ladies underwear (size medium or large)
Baby wipes

The YWCA of Kakamazoo, one of our Dream Team Partners, provides confidential, non-
judgemental crisis intervention, counseling, advocacy and support for abused women and
men and survivors of sexual assault. Currently, the YWCA needs the following items:

Please donate any of these items in any quantity and place them in the Mission of the
Month box by the church West/Parking Lot entrance. Thank you for your support. 

Thank You for Supporting
Spring Valley Elementary

Before and after worship on Sunday,
September 11 & 18, 2022 at First United
Methodist Church of Kalamazoo, the
United Methodist Women will be selling
many silver-plated items that are no
longer used for church events and 
 receptions.

 Included in the sale will be items such as
bowls, platters, trays, tea sets and water
pitchers and these items can be yours for
a donation. (Some pieces also come with
tarnish-resistant cloth bags.)

Thank you for helping us to find new
homes for these pieces and thank you to
the United Methodist Women for
coordinating this sale for our church
community.

135 boxes of Crayola crayons
92 boxes of colored pencils
768 pencils
10 ball point pens
121 boxes of colored markers
50 dry erase markers
240 glue sticks
12 bottles of Elmer's glue
24 pencil boxes
129 wide ruled notebooks
5 packages of notebook filler paper
5 packages of construction paper
11 two pocket folders
3 pairs of scissors
4 pencil sharpeners 

Reading...Writing...Arithmetic—They all
require school supplies. A huge THANK
YOU to all that so generously contributed
supplies for Spring Valley Elementary
School as part of our July Mission of the
Month. The teachers and students really
appreciate your concern and support!

Items donated included:

-The Outreach Team

Save the Dates: United
Methodist Women Silver
Sales on September 11 & 18

The Shepherd's Center
Seeks Volunteers
The Shepherd's Center of Kalamazoo is
looking for volunteers. They are in
need of volunteer drivers to help
independent seniors who no longer
drive and need rides to doctor's
appointments. They will accommodate
your schedule for these daytime
appointments. Please call The
Shepherd's Center at (269) 383-1122
for more information and ask to speak
to Mary Beth Sarhatt.

OutFront Kalamazoo Faith Alliance Community Book Read
OutFront Kalamazoo is hosting a Faith Alliance Community Book Read for "Queer: A
Graphic History" on Sunday, September 18 from 4-5:30pm online on Zoom. 

OutFront Kalamazoo's Faith Alliance is a gathering of concerned faith community leaders
seeking full inclusion of, and justice for, lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender
persons at all levels of public and religious life. FUMC Kalamazoo is a member of the
Faith Alliance, along with several other local faith communities. 

"Queer: A Graphic History" is by Meg-John Barker and can be purchased locally at this is
a bookstore on 3019 Oakland Dr. in Kalamazoo. The Zoom Meeting ID for this online
event is 845 4303 1481 and the Passcode is BookFA. For additional information on
OutFront Kalamazoo, please visit outfrontkzoo.org.

https://www.outfrontkzoo.org/

