
We’re glad you are our guest today!  

If you are worshipping with us for the first 

time, please stop by the Welcome Center. 

Child care is provided on the second floor 

for infants through 3-year-olds with trained 

and fully vaccinated staff.  

Worship activities for children can be 

found on a cart outside the side sanctuary 

doors.  

LARGE print Bibles and Hymnals are 

available at the Park Street entrance.  

Hearing assistance devices are available 

at the Welcome Center. 

Today’s service is being livestreamed 

and recorded. You can request a free 

copy of the DVD from the office. You can 

find previous worship services on our  

website: http://www.umc-kzo.org/mp3.asp. 

You may view worship services on our 

YouTube channel: YouTube.com/c/

KALAMAZOOfirstunitedmethodistchurch  

 

UPCOMING SUNDAY WORSHIP 

 

February 22 
7 p.m. Ash Wednesday Worship 
Seeking: Is This the Fast I Choose? 

Rev. Matt Weiler 
Isaiah 58:1-12, Psalm 51:1-17  

Matthew 6:1-6, 16 

 

February 26 
10 a.m. Worship 
Rev. Julie Kline 

First Sunday in Lent 
All Who Hunger 
Matthew 4:1-11,  

Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7 
 

March 5 
10:00 a.m. Worship 

Rev. Matt Weiler 
Seeking: How do we begin again? 

Exod. 17:1-7, John 4:5-42 

 

Clergy & Directors 
 

Rev. Julie Kline 

     Lead Pastor 

Rev. Matt Weiler 

     Pastor of Community Formation 

Jacqueline Stilger 

     Director of Music 

Julia Librizzi 

    Director of Children and Families    
 Ministries 

Thom Victor 

     Director of Congregational Care 

Ruth LaMachia 

     Director of Business Administration 

We are a Reconciling Congregation, welcoming all. 
 

First United Methodist Church of Kalamazoo invites all persons 

to join us on our journey of faith. Jesus Christ calls us to be an inclusive church that  

exemplifies the kingdom of God. We strive to move toward reconciling  

relationships with all, affirming those who are marginalized for any reason,  

including sexual orientation or gender identity.  

 

We welcome all with  open hearts, open minds, open doors.  

WORSHIP LEADERS 

Rev. Julie Kline, Rev. Matt Weiler, Julia Librizzi,   

Diane Owen-Rogers 

Director of Music Organist                   

Jacqueline Stilger Bernie Foulk  

Acolytes: Cora Welter, Harbor Lindstrom 

Satellite Worship Coordinator: Pastor Thom Victor 

Lead AV Technician: Casey Curran 

AV Team: Lucas McGinnis, Ted Lowis, Drew Eaton 

INCLUSIVE LANGUAGE 

In our worship, we strive to witness to the whole-

ness of God, embracing the diversity of images of 

God that are found within Scriptures. We will seek 

to include male, female, and gender-neutral lan-

guage and imagery for God, and utilize language 

that helps to avoid binary terms in pronouns and 

images of people. In our hymns and liturgy, we in-

vite you to use pronouns that best express your prac-

tice and affirm your faith.  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

A History of Racism: An Experiential Journey via 

the Power of Film. You're invited to an immersive 

experience of what Black brothers and sisters have 

endured. Mark Stucky will lead three sessions in the 

Parlor at 11:15 a.m. on Sundays through Feb. 26. 

Those not able to attend can view resources and 

links at cinemaspirit.info/race.  
 

Manna and Mercy. Please join Pastor Matt as we 

walk through the Narrative Arc of Scripture. This 

class is open to adults as well as youth and each ses-

sion will stand alone. 
 

Prayer in the Chapel. For the next three weeks 

throughout our worship series on grief, the chapel 

will be available following worship for quiet, candle 

lighting and Stephen Ministers will be available for 

prayer. 
 

Small Groups Kick-Off today! Let’s spend some 

time together getting to know each other better and 

have some fun! From 6-7:30 p.m. at church we will 

be having an informal potluck, so bring something 

to share if you would like (no pressure!). We will 

gather together for a few minutes then go to our 

groups, with refreshments in  hand. 

• Multi-generational Board/Card Games in the 

Parlor/Perks area 

• Baking for Perks in the Church kitchen 

• Crafting. Bring a project to work on in the First 

Floor Lounge (or Parlor) 

• Lenten Book Discussion: A Way Other Than Our 

Own: Devotions for Lent by Walter Brueggemann, 

in the Chapel 

Faith Milestones. An opportunity for our 3rd -

5th graders! Sunday, February 26 we will share 

dinner and learn about prayer and communion 

with hopes of helping to lead communion on 

Sunday, March 5, 2023. Please email Ms. Julia 

at jlibrizzi@umc-kzo.org for more info. 
 

Bowling! The Children and Families Ministries 

Team invite all to save the date for the March 

All Church Family Fun! 6-8 p.m. Friday, March 

10, 2023, Bowling Party at Airway Lanes, 

please RSVP to jlibrizz@umc-kzo.org by Sun-

day, March 5th with how many bowlers will 

attend so we have enough lanes for all of us! 

Cost is $10 per person, which includes shoes. 

We’ll have the alleys from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

at Airway Lanes (5626 Portage Road), but plan 

to arrive by 5:45 to rent shoes and find that 

perfect ball so we’re ready to roll at 6 p.m.!  

 

A 5K Walk to End Homelessness. Saturday, 

March 18, starting at the Kalamazoo Growlers 

Baseball Stadium at 10 a.m. Join Housing Re-

sources, Inc’s (HRI) fundraising event with a  

goal of $110,000 to provide housing assistance 

to Kalamazoo residents. Donate, start a team, 

or walk in this event to be part of the solution 

to end homelessness in our community. Regis-

tration is open now on the HRI website, hous-

ingresourcesinc.org.  
 

Thank you. The Outreach Team would like to 

thank the congregation for their support of the 

January Mission of the Month. A total of 271 

items of warm clothing were collected. These 

items were given to Ministry with Community 

and the Gospel Mission for their clients. Thank 

you for helping keep our downtown neighbors  

warm and dry. 
 

Lenten Labyrinth. The labyrinth will be set up 

in Wesley Hall throughout the season of Lent. 

You are invited to walk the labyrinth after 

worship on Sundays or Monday - Thursdays 

between the hours of 9am-4pm. This labyrinth 

requires the removal of your shoes to preserve 

the cloth of the labyrinth. The labyrinth can 

take 10-20 minutes to walk depending on your 

pace and the time you spend in the middle. 

There will also be prayer stations set up, please 

make use of them to enhance your time of 

prayer and contemplation. If you have never 

walked a labyrinth, I encourage you to try this 

ancient prayer practice to quiet your mind, 

center yourself and allow your spirit to be in 

prayer, curiosity, and expectation. Peace be 

with you. Pastor Julie. 

 

 

February 19, 2023 

10:00 a.m. 

(269) 381-6340  †  www.umc-kzo.org 

http://Youtube.com/c/KALAMAZOOfirstunitedmethodistchurch
http://Youtube.com/c/KALAMAZOOfirstunitedmethodistchurch


 

THIS WEEK’S EVENTS 

 

Sunday, February 19 
10:00 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary 
10:00 a.m. Friendship Village Satellite Worship 
11:00 a.m. Sunday School  for all ages 
6:00 p.m. Youth Group - Youth Center 
6:00 p.m. Small Groups at Church 
 

Monday, February 20 
12:45 p.m. Prayer Group - Chapel 
2:00 p.m. Osher Lifelong Learning Institute:               

A History of Racism - Parlor 
 

Tuesday, February 21 
9:30 a.m. Worship Planning - Zoom 
12:30 p.m. Clergy/Directors Meeting - Zoom 
4:15 p.m. First Beats - Choir Room 
5:15 p.m. Finance - Zoom 
6:30 p.m. Manna - Youth Center 
 

Wednesday, February 22 
8:00 a.m. Yoga - Zoom (All are welcome) 
9:00 a.m. Dawn Patrol - Parlor 
12:00 p.m. Cuppa Inspiration - Facebook Live 
12:30 p.m. Food Pantry  
3:00 p.m. HON - Zoom 
7:00 p.m. Ash Wednesday Service - Sanctuary 
 

Thursday, February 23 
9:30 a.m. First Stitchers - Fellowship Room 
11:00 a.m. Youth Ministry Team - 305 
4:00 p.m. Outreach Team - Parlor 
6:00 p.m. Handbell Ensemble - Wesley Hall 
7:15 p.m. Chancel Singers - Wesley Hall 
 

Friday, February 24 
 

Saturday, February 25 
2:00 p.m. Memorial Service - Sanctuary 
 

Sunday, February 26 
10:00 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary 
10:00 a.m. Friendship Village Satellite Worship 
11:00 a.m. Sunday School for all ages 
5:30 p.m. Faith Milestones - Wesley Hall 
6:00 p.m. Youth Group - Youth Center 
 

UMH - United Methodist Hymnal, FWS-The Faith We Sing 

Winter Weather Closing Policy 
 

The church will always be open 

for worship on Sunday.  
 

Please use discretion deciding 
when to venture out. 
 

Weekday meetings may be  
cancelled if travel is dangerous.  
 

Team and committee chairs are 
asked to contact the church and 
their team/committee if a meeting 
is cancelled.  
 

Please check Channel 3 news, our 
website, Facebook, and email for 
closing notices.  
 

Please note the church may be 
open even when area schools are 
closed. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+18%3A28&version=HCSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+18%3A28&version=HCSB
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