
We are a Reconciling Congregation, welcoming all. 
 

First United Methodist Church of Kalamazoo invites all persons 

to join us on our journey of faith. Jesus Christ calls us to be an inclusive church that  

exemplifies the kingdom of God. We strive to move toward reconciling  

relationships with all, affirming those who are marginalized for any reason,  

including sexual orientation or gender identity.  
 

We welcome all with  open hearts, open minds, open doors. 

(269) 381-6340  †  www.umc-kzo.org 

January 21, 2024 

10 am 







WORSHIP LEADERS 

Rev. Dr. Matt Weiler, Rev. Julie Kline, Julia Librizzi  

Larry Stuart 

Director of Music      Organist             

Jacqueline Stilger        Bernie Foulk   

Clarinet                                           

Karla Evans 

Satellite Worship Coordinator: Pastor Thom Victor 

AV Team: Casey Curran, Bryan Heany, Drew Eaton, 

Lucas McGinnis 

Acolytes: Kaden Seals 

INCLUSIVE LANGUAGE 

In our worship, we strive to witness to the whole-

ness of God, embracing the diversity of images of 

God that are found within Scriptures. We will seek 

to include male, female, and gender-neutral lan-

guage and imagery for God, and utilize language 

that helps to avoid binary terms in pronouns and 

images of people. In our hymns and liturgy, we in-

vite you to use pronouns that best express your prac-

tice and affirm your faith.  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

Retirement Reception. Please join us after church in 

the PERKS area today for the Retirement Reception 

for Robin Entenman,. There will be a basket for your 

cards and notes, as well as special treats. This is an 

opportunity to celebrate and thank Robin for her 

many years of dedicated service. 
 

Small Groups & Potluck 6pm. We will gather in 

the Perks area for a potluck, bring something if 

you are able, if not you are still welcome. After a 

time of eating and fellowship we will break into 

small groups. Retired pastors and spouses will 

gather in the chapel. Pastor Julie will lead yoga 

and games will be played. Often, it is good to just 

sit and talk with people that you know or are just 

getting to know. Please join us this evening for 

food, fun, and friendship.  
 

Faith Milestones. A group for 3rd to 5th graders 

only. Faith Milestones are those firsts as we grow in 

our faith. We will meet monthly in the new year 

2024, January – May. Our first meeting is this even-

ing at 6 pm when we will experience a backstage 

tour of the building and sanctuary. Future meeting 

dates and explorations are planned as follows:  

-Sunday, February 25, Communion  

-Sunday, March 17, Prayer  

-Sunday, April 14, Confirmation and Baptism 

-Friday, May 17, Scavenger Hunt  

 

January Mission of the Month. We are collect-

ing the following items for Ministry with Com-

munity and the Kalamazoo Gospel Mis-

sion.  Please consider helping our neighbors in 

need by donating items from the following list: 

men's underwear (all sizes), women's under-

wear (sizes small, medium and large), hand 

warmers, socks, undershirts, winter gloves, 

women’s and children’s socks, underwear for 

adults and children, diapers sizes 3 - 6. The 

Mission of the Month collection point is near 

the entrance to the food pantry. The Outreach 

Team thanks you for your assistance in helping 

others in our community. 
 

Community Health. Acknowledging a com-

munity rise in illness of all sorts, please feel 

welcome to wear a mask while at church. 
 

Adult Sunday School Opportunities. 

Family Foundations: I Guess I Haven’t Learned 

That Yet by Shauna Niequist. Using Weekly 

videos guided by the author, discussion ques-

tions, and reflections we join this journey of 

unlearning what is no longer helpful, embrac-

ing curiosity, and accepting the unknowns. 
 

The New Storyteller! 9:00 am in room 304. This 

study is a deep dive into the Book of Acts - the 

writer, Luke, was a New Storyteller.  

The Methodist Movement in America Brought 

to Life. We are in a dynamic time – this is our 

moment in history. The Methodist Movement 

has always been dynamic, both in England and 

America! John Boley will lead this class on the 

Methodist Movement in America for five 

weeks continuing through Feb 4. This will be a 

thorough survey, with focus on historical, theo-

logical, prophetic, cultural, and organizational 

aspects of this Movement.  It will point to to-

day’s dynamic moment and the historical mo-

mentum that brought the Methodist Movement 

to Kalamazoo. All are invited for coffee and 

discussion after worship in the Parlor.  
 

Winter Weather Closing Policy. Every attempt 

will be made for the church to be open on Sun-

days. Please use discretion deciding when to 

venture out. Weekday meetings may be  can-

celled if travel is dangerous. Team and commit-

tee chairs are asked to contact the church and 

their team/committee if a meeting is cancelled. 

Please check Channel 3 news, our website, Fa-

cebook, and email for closing notices. Please 

note the church may be open even when area 

schools are closed. 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We’re glad you are our guest today! 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time, please 
stop by the Welcome Center. 
 

Child care with trained staff is provided on the second 
floor for infants through three-year-olds. 
 

Worship activities for children can be found on a cart 
outside the said sanctuary doors. 
 

LARGE print Bibles and Hymnals are available at the 
Park Street entrance. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available at the Wel-
come Center. 
 

Today’s service is being livestreamed and recorded. 
You may request a free copy of the DVD from the office. 
Previous worship services may be found on our web-
site: www.umc-kzo.org. You may view worship services 
on our YouTube channel: Kalamazoofirstunitedmeth-
odistchurch 

 

Clergy & Directors 
 

Rev. Julie Kline 

     Lead Pastor 

Rev. Matt Weiler 

     Pastor of Community Formation 

Jacqueline Stilger 

     Director of Music 

Julia Librizzi 

    Director of Children and Families    
 Ministries 

Thom Victor 

     Pastor of Congregational Care 

Ruth LaMachia 

     Director of Business Administration 

 

UPCOMING WORSHIP 
 

 
Sunday, January 28 
10:00 am Worship 

Rev. Julie Kline 
For the Sake of Healing 

Mark 1:21-28 
 

Sunday, February 4 
10:00 am Worship 
Jonathan Townley 

Youth & Young Adult Resident 
Belonging: Manna & More 

1 Corinthians 9:16-23 

THIS WEEK’S EVENTS 

 

Sunday, January 21 
9:00 am The New Storyteller - Rm 304 
10:00 am Sunday Worship - Sanctuary 
10:00 am Friendship Village Satellite Worship 
11:15 am Sunday School for all ages 
11:15 am Confirmation Class -  305 
11:15 am Retirement Reception - Perks 
6:00 pm Faith Milestones - Arches 
6:00 pm Small Group Ministries - Church 
6:00 pm Youth Group - Youth Center 
 

Monday, January 22 
11:30 am Prayer Group - Chapel 
5:00 pm Finance Team - Zoom 
 

Tuesday, January 23 
9:30 am Worship Planning - Zoom 
9:45 am Book Club - Chapel 
12:30 pm Facilities Team - Parlor 
4:15 pm First Beats - Choir Room 
6:30 pm Manna - Youth Center 
 

Wednesday, January 24 
9:00 am Dawn Patrol - Parlor 
12:00 pm Cuppa Inspiration - Facebook Live 
12:30 pm Food Pantry  
3:00 pm HON - Zoom 
 

Thursday, January 25 
9:30 am First Stitchers - Fellowship Room 
6:00 pm Handbell Choir Rehearsal - Wesley Hall 
7:15 pm Chancel Singers - Choir Room 
 

Friday January 26 
 

Saturday January 27 
 

Sunday, January 28 
9:00 am The New Storyteller - Rm 304 
10:00 am Sunday Worship - Sanctuary 
10:00 am Friendship Village Satellite Worship 
11:15 am Sunday School for all ages 
7:00 pm Youth Group - Portage Chapel Hill UMC 
 












